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Bishop Weisenburger to make historic trip to Vatican, Pope Francis

See TRIP on page 9

CNS photo by Vatican Media 

Pope Francis talks 
with clerics during 
a meeting with 
US bishops from 
Arkansas, Okla-
homa and Texas 
making their ad 
limina visits to the 
Vatican Jan. 20. 
The bishops were 
making their ad 
limina visits to re-
port on the status 
of their dioceses 
to the pope and 
Vatican officials. 
Bishop Edward 
J. Weisenburger 
and bishops from 
Region 13 will 
leave for their visit 
on Feb. 7. 

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

The year 2020 will be a 
historic one in the Diocese of 
Tucson. 

It has nothing to do with 
the presidential election, the 
Olympics or even the decennial 
US Census. 

It’s the year the bishop 
travels to the Vatican to meet 
the pope and other officials of 
the Roman Curia, or church 
administration. It’s called the 
ad limina apostolorum, which 
is Latin for “to the threshold of 
the apostles” or ad limina, for 

short.
Historically, the bishops of 

the world traveled to the Vati-
can every five years to discuss 
a report from their dioceses 
called the “Quinquennial Re-
port” with the Holy Father and 
other offices at the Vatican.

However, during St. John 
Paul II’s papacy, with the 
erection of new dioceses, a 
proliferation of papal trips and 
periods where the pope was ill 
or drawn away, the length of 
time between visits expanded. 
The last ad limina for the 
Diocese of Tucson took place 
in 2012, and the one before that 
was in 2004.

Each of those visits was led 
by Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas, 

the seated bishop at the time. 
This year’s ad limina, begin-
ning on Feb. 7, will feature 
Bishop Edward J. Weisenburg-
er as the ordinary, attending 
meetings with Curial officials, 
along with other bishops 
from Region 13. The region 
is  comprised of dioceses 
from Arizona, New Mexico, 
Utah, Colorado and Wyoming. 
Bishop Kicanas is attending as 
bishop emeritus.

The highlight of the visit 
is a group meeting with Pope 
Francis; it will be the first time 
Bishop Weisenburger will meet 

Pope Francis face to face.
On Jan. 17, Bishop Weisen-

burger spoke about what his 
expectations were for the trip 
and the roles with which he has 
been charged.  

“I have actually been asked 
to be the coordinator of this 
trip,” the bishop said. That 
means he helps coordinate 
the flights into Rome and 
conveying that information to 
the Vatican. The bishops will 
stay at the Pontifical North 
American College, the Ameri-
can seminary in Rome, with 
shuttles each day to the re-
spective dicasteries, congrega-
tions and offices that comprise 
the Curia. 

The highlight of the visit is a group meeting 
with Pope Francis; it will be the first time 

Bishop Weisenburger will meet Pope Francis 
face to face.
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Charismatic renewal at Sacred Heart  
Thursday, Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m., Sacred Heart 

Church, 601 E. Fort Lowell Road, Tucson
The Diocese of Tucson Renewal Committee will 
hold its monthly “Alive in Christ” event. It will 
feature Gloria Roberts speaking on “21st Century 
Saints.” She will urge listeners toward sainthood 
by using the Holy Spirit’s gifts for personal sanc-
tification, service to others, and evangelizing the 
world - often one person at a time.  All are wel-
come to joyfully praise and worship with song, 
Scripture readings and words. For more informa-
tion, call Gloria, (520) 237-7060 or visit tucsonccr.
org.

Serenity Retreat Series begins
Saturday, Feb. 15, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Redemptorist 
Renewal Center, 7101 W. Picture Rocks Road, 

Tucson 
Licensed professional counselor Anne 
Marie Sheffer leads a retreat examining the 
characteristics and symptoms of depression and 
anxiety, what underlies them and what causes 
them. A spiritual exercise will include making and 
decorating “surrender boxes” as a vehicle to put 
aside worries, fears and anxieties. The cost is $45, 
including lunch and materials. Participants are 
invited to attend the 4 p.m. vigil Mass at Our Lady 
of the Desert Church. To register, email office@
desertrenewal.org or visit desertrenewal.org.

World Day of the Sick Mass
Saturday, Feb. 22, 9 a.m., St. Odilia Church, 

7570 N. Paseo Del Norte, Tucson
Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger will be the main 
celebrant for Mass, sponsored by the Order of 
Malta. It will also feature the anointing of the sick, 
blessing of caregivers, distribution of water from 
the shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes and petitions to 
our Lady of Lourdes.

Vine of Grace offers Lenten retreat
Saturday, Feb. 22, 8:45 a.m.-6 p.m., St. Joseph 

Parish, 215 S. Craycroft Road, Tucson
“Jesus is The Way, The Truth and The Life - A Lent-
en Retreat for Men and Women” is being offered 
by Vine of Grace retreat ministry. Guest speakers 
will be Fathers Abram Dono, Liam Leahy and Bala 
Kommathoti and Deacon Edward Sheffer. The day 
will include opportunities for praise, education, 
adoration, a healing service and Mass. The cost 
is $15 and includes lunch and materials. Scholar-
ships are available. For information and to regis-
ter, visit vineofgrace.org or call (520) 631-1408.

Monastic Experience Weekend March 6-9
March 6-9, Santa Rita Abbey, 14200 E. Fish 

Canyon Road, Sonoita
The Cistercian Sisters of Santa Rita Abbey in Sonoita, 
invite single women, ages 21-40, who are curious 
about religious life to a Monastic Experience Week-
end. For more information, visit santaritaabbey.org/
monastic-experience-weekend/, email sracommty@
gmail.com or call (520) 455-5595.

DIOCESAN EVENTSDIOCESAN EVENTS COCHISE VICARIATECOCHISE VICARIATE
Our Lady of Lourdes Annual Spring Fiesta 
Saturday, Feb. 22, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Our Lady of 

Lourdes Parish, 386 E. Fifth St., Benson
The Third Annual Spring Fiesta will feature chil-
dren’s and adult games, raffles, silent auctions, a 
yard sale, food, a cake walk, an adult beer and wine 
walk, live music and a bake sale. For more informa-
tion, email the parish at olol@ololparish.org.

PIMA NORTH VICARIATEPIMA NORTH VICARIATE

PIMA SOUTH VICARIATEPIMA SOUTH VICARIATE

Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Fry
Fridays in Lent, beginning Friday, Feb. 28, 5-7 

p.m., and ending April 3, St Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish, 8650 N. Shannon Road, Tucson

The Knights of Columbus Father Henry Miller As-
sembly 2308 will be hosting a Lenten Fish Fry fea-
turing Atlantic Cod (either fried or baked),  a choice 
of French fries or baked potato, coleslaw and a des-
sert for $10. The meal will be followed by Stations 
of the Cross starting at 7 p.m. Call Dave Chohon for 
more information at (520) 539-5528.

All Saints Parish offers Friday Fish Fry 
Fridays in Lent, beginning Friday, Feb. 28, 5-8 

p.m., and ending April 3, Our Lady Queen of All 
Saints Parish, 2915 E. 36th St., Tucson

The parish chapter of the Knights of Columbus will 
be hosting their annual Lenten Fish Fry. For more 
information, call the parish at (520) 622-8602.

La Parroquia de Nuestra Señora Reina de Todos los 
Santos tendrá su Venta de Pescado anual echo por 
los Caballero de Colón, todos los viernes durante la 
Cuaresma, excepto Viernes Santo de 5-8 p.m. Para 
obtener más información, comuníquese con la par-
roquia al (520) 622-8602.

OMOS to host Tucson Boys Chorus
Saturday, Feb. 8, 7:30 p.m., Our Mother of 

Sorrows Church, 1800 S. Kolb Road, Tucson
The chorus will present its annual Classic Concert, 
under the direction of Julian Ackerley, as part of 
the group’s 80th anniversary tour. Tickets are $15 
in advance, $18 at the door, and $8 for children 
under 12. Advance tickets are available online at 
boyschorus.org; at the Boys Chorus office, 5770 E. 
Pima St.; or by calling (520) 296-6277.

PIMA EAST VICARIATEPIMA EAST VICARIATE

Diocese to help promote 
the 2020 census and the 
need for all to be counted 

Every person matters, whether it comes to sav-
ing souls for the Kingdom or counting heads for the 
country. 

The Diocese of Tucson and other faith denomina-
tions have been asked by the US Census Bureau to 
help promote the  census beginning April 1.

Mandated by the US Constitution, the count will 
have a significant impact on Arizonans – Catholics 
and otherwise.

The obvious impact is in the congressional delega-
tion, specifically the US House of Representatives, 
where because of population shifts that have occurred 
since 2010, Arizona is likely to pick up an extra seat. 

However, the census count plays an equally critical 
role in how much federal funding comes to the state 
for a wide swathe of programs. At stake is $675 bil-
lion for state, county and community programs.

The census also feeds commercial growth, with 
many companies using the data to determine where to 
locate new stores, factories and facilities, and where 
to close them. 

The Diocese of Tucson can be a valuable partner 
because of its infrastructure and outreach to commu-
nities at risk of being undercounted or not counted at 
all.

Diocesan Chancellor Anne Morales said that her 
office is committed to providing bulletin inserts, 
pulpit announcements and speakers for parishes if 
desired.

With parishes and missions located in all the major 
population centers – and in remote areas that might be 
experiencing declines in population – leaders can help 
by reaching people in otherwise hard to reach places.

Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion visit 
shut-ins and seniors who might not welcome census 
takers. Those being visited also may lack the equip-
ment or skills to take the census online. 

Staff with Catholic Community Services can 
suggest that clients coming in for services also be 
counted. 

Those who work with and aid refugees also have 
opportunities to reach out to vulnerable populations 
that might have no other access to census forms.

The Census Bureau is looking also still for workers 
to help with the collection. Anyone interested should 
visit 2020census.gov/jobs or call (855) 562-2020 or 
(972) 510-1802.

Catholic-Lutheran dialogue days set
There are three days for 

Catholic-Lutheran dialogue 
scheduled in March, Father 
Miguel Mariano, diocesan 
Ecumenical Officer, announced 
in January.

The sessions are scheduled 
10:30-noon on the following 
dates and locations: March 11, 
Lutheran Church of the Foot-
hills, 5102 N. Craycroft Road; 
March 18, St. Cyril Parish, 

4725 E. Pima St.; and March 
25, Dove of Peace Lutheran 
Church, 665 W. Roller Coaster 
Rd.

For more information, email 
mmariano@diocesetucson.org.

IN YOUR AREA
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1 8 a.m. - Compliance   1 8 a.m. - Compliance   
Convocation, Cathedral  Convocation, Cathedral 
Square, TucsonSquare, Tucson

2 10 a.m. - Religious Jubilee  2 10 a.m. - Religious Jubilee 
Mass, St. Augustine   Mass, St. Augustine   
Cathedral, Tucson Cathedral, Tucson 

3-5 Mentoring program for   3-5 Mentoring program for   
priests ordained  priests ordained  
five years or less,  five years or less,  
Redemptorist Renewal  Redemptorist Renewal 
Center, Picture Rocks,   Center, Picture Rocks,   

 Tucson Tucson

9-15 Region XIII Bishops’ ad9-15 Region XIII Bishops’ ad
limina, Romelimina, Rome

19 8:30 a.m. - School Mass,  19 8:30 a.m. - School Mass, 
St. Anthony of Padua   St. Anthony of Padua   
Catholic School,  Catholic School,  
Casa GrandeCasa Grande

22 9 a.m. - World Day of the  22 9 a.m. - World Day of the 
Sick Mass, Order of   Sick Mass, Order of   
Malta, St. Odilia Church,  Malta, St. Odilia Church,  

 Tucson Tucson

5:30 p.m. – Mass,  5:30 p.m. – Mass,  
Movimiento Familiar   Movimiento Familiar   
Cristiano Catolico USA,  Cristiano Catolico USA,  
St. Augustine Cathedral  St. Augustine Cathedral 

23 3 p.m. - Rite of Election,  23 3 p.m. - Rite of Election, 
St. Augustine Cathedral St. Augustine Cathedral 

26 Noon – Mass, Ash  26 Noon – Mass, Ash  
Wednesday, St. Augustine  Wednesday, St. Augustine 

 Cathedral  Cathedral 

28 8:15 a.m. - School Mass,  28 8:15 a.m. - School Mass, 
St. Joseph Catholic   St. Joseph Catholic   
School, TucsonSchool, Tucson

MARCH MARCH 

1 2 p.m. - Rite of Election,  1 2 p.m. - Rite of Election, 
St. John Neumann  St. John Neumann  
Church, YumaChurch, Yuma

5 p.m. - Confirmation   5 p.m. - Confirmation   
Mass, St. John Neumann  Mass, St. John Neumann 

 Church Church

2 7 p.m. - Priests  2 7 p.m. - Priests  
Appreciation Dinner, St.  Appreciation Dinner, St. 
John Neumann ParishJohn Neumann Parish

3 6 p.m. - St. John Paul II  3 6 p.m. - St. John Paul II  
Youth Awards Ceremony  Youth Awards Ceremony  
and Dinner – Immaculate  and Dinner – Immaculate 
Conception Parish, Yuma Conception Parish, Yuma 

4 6 p.m. - Confirmation   4 6 p.m. - Confirmation   
Mass, Immaculate Heart  Mass, Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church,  of Mary Church,  

 Somerton Somerton

5 9 a.m. - Confirmation   5 9 a.m. - Confirmation   
Mass for school students,  Mass for school students, 
Immaculate Conception  Immaculate Conception  
Church, YumaChurch, Yuma

6 p.m. - Confirmation  6 p.m. - Confirmation 
Mass, Immaculate  Mass, Immaculate  
Conception ChurchConception Church

6 9 a.m. - Confirmation   6 9 a.m. - Confirmation   
Mass for school students,  Mass for school students, 
St. Francis of Assisi St. Francis of Assisi 
Church, Yuma Church, Yuma 

Bishop’s Calendar - FEBRUARY 2020

Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger ap-
pointed Father Martin S. Martinez 
as pastor at San Martin de Porres in 
Sahuarita in January. Father Marti-
nez had most recently been serving 
as pastor of St. Rita’s in Vail.

2 pancakes, 1 egg, bacon, or sausage $3.29
French Toast, 1 egg, 2 bacon or sausage $3.99

1 egg, bacon or ham or sausage 
home fries & toast $2.99
(Breakfast Specials Mon. - Fri.)

Lunch Specials Mon. - Fri. $6.95
Mon. - Sat. 6am-2pm / Sun. 7am-2pm

2532 S. Kolb 747-7536
Serving Tucson 35 years

Joe’s Pancake House Family Restaurant

MENUDO
Sat.-Sun. $7.99

Ben Palazzo
Senior Vice President/Investments
Branch Manager

(520) 209-7400 | (877) 879-3156 Toll-Free

palazzob@stifel.com
4380 N. Campbell Avenue, Suite 201
Tucson, Arizona 85718

Stocks | Bonds | Mutual Funds | Annuities | CDs | IRAs | IRA Rollovers 
UITs | Retirement Plans | Cash Management | Financial Planning

Investing. 
It’s about more than money.  It’s about your future. 

Celebrating 33 Years!
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

Lenten regulations  
for fasting and

abstinence
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 26) and 
Good Friday (April 10) are 
obligatory days of fasting and 
abstinence for Catholics. In ad-
dition, Fridays during Lent are 
obligatory days of abstinence. For 
members of the Roman Catholic 
Church, the norms on fasting are 
obligatory for ages 18-59. When 
fasting, a person is permitted to 
eat one full meal, as well as two 
smaller meals that together are not 
equal to a full meal. The norms 
concerning abstinence from meat 
are binding upon members from 
age 14.

Father Martinez named 
pastor in Sahuarita
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January featured two important 
events for diocesan Vocations: the 
Annual 5K Fun Run Jan. 4 and the 
annual Mass and Dinner with the 
Bishop Jan. 12.

The former is organized by the 
diocesan Vocations Office. It features 
a competitive race, with trophies 
awarded for top finishers in various 
categories. Hundreds of less seasoned 
participants join for the festivity, the 
food, the music - and the omnipresent 
colored powders that seems to mostly 
decorate younger participants.

The dinner, run by the Msgr. Don 
Hughes Assembly 2392 Knights of 
Columbus from St. Thomas and St. 
Cyril parishes, started as a support for 
retired priests but shifted its efforts 
several years ago to help support 
seminarian education. No colored 
powder, but lots of planning and hard 
work supports the seminarians.

January vocations feature colorful days, hard-working Knights

Catholic Oulook photos by 
Steff Koeneman

The Annual 5K 
Fun Run featured 
winners of all 
stripes. Whether 
it’s the young 
runner raising his 
arms in exultation 
at completing 
the course, or 
a mom and 
daughter tandem 
out for a friendly 
jog, it was a 
colorful event 
that reminded 
everyone of the 
importance of 
encouraging 
vocations to the 
priesthood.

Catholic Oulook photos by Michael Brown

More than 150 attended the 16th Annual Mass and Dinner with the Bishop at Skyline 
Country Club, Tucson, Jan. 12 sponsored by the Msgr. Don H. Hughes Assembly 2392 of 
the Knights of Columbus. Above, the assembly’s Faithful Navigator Steve Hackney gives a 
check to Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger for $15,000 and, at left, Father John Lyons, pastor 
of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, makes a donation from the community for $10,000. The 
Msgr. Hughes Assembly is comprised of members from Tucson’s St. Thomas and St. Cyril 
of Alexandria parishes. 
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The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its actions. 
Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

rave 
Pilgrimages for Catholics and people of all faiths 

Prices starting at $2,499 - Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE 
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA 

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, & 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & ScoUand; England; 
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our 

Lady of Guadalupe; Domestic Destinations; etc ... 

We also specialize in custom triips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

www.proximotravel.com 
Hablanos Espanol 
a nthony@proxi motravel .com 

508-340-9370
855-842-8001

Call us 24/7

Zapien’s influence grows, signs contract with music distributor GIA

Catholic Outlook file photo

Diocesan and Cathedral Music Director Carlos Zapien, shown here leading the choir at 
St. John Nuemann in Yuma for deacon ordinations in 2017, recently signed a contract 
with GIA Publications Inc. from Chicago to market  his original liturgical pieces. 

Zapien gives Pope Francis a copy of his score for the Mass of Mercy during a visit to 
the Vatican three years ago.

See ZAPIEN on page 8

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

 For years, Diocesan and Ca-
thedral Music Director Carlos 
Zapien has been known as a tal-
ented singer, a gifted musician and 
skilled composer.  Late last year, 
he added the title “published artist” 
to the list.

The story begins when Zapien 
approached representatives of GIA 
Publications Inc., a Chicago-based 
company that specializes in liturgi-
cal music, during the LA Religious 
Education Congress last year. He 
showed the reps several of his 
scores for music used at Mass, and 
that sparked an interest.

Later, the two sides got together 
and Zapien agreed to make his 
music available through the dis-
tributor. His pieces include some 
dedicated works including the 
“Himno de Alabanza/Hymn of 
Praise” written for Bishop Edward 
J. Weisenburger’s installation as
Bishop of Tucson in 2017. 

In the past, Zapien has self-
published works including pieces 
for special occasions, such as his 
musical interpretation of Psalm 23 
for the golden jubilee of the priest-
hood ordination of Bishop emeri-
tus Gerald F. Kicanas, and more 
recently, Psalm 40 for the inves-

titure of Msgr. Dominic Pinti as a 
monsignor. 

Zapien acknowledged that some-
times the popularity of his work – 
and how it appears out of nowhere – 
surprises him. For example, in 2015 
he wrote a new composition of the 
classic “Tu Es Sacerdos” – a tradi-
tional hymn usually associated with 
ordinations. He wrote it for then-
Archbishop Alberto Suarez Inda of 
Morelia, Mexico, on the 50th anni-
versary of his priestly ordination.

Pope Francis that year also an-
nounced that Archbishop Suarez 
would be elevated as a cardinal, ap-
pointed to the Vatican’s Congrega-
tion for the Clergy and the Pontifi-
cal Council for Justice and Peace.

In 2017, Zapien was attending 
Mass during a visit to Rome and he 
heard the piece he wrote for Cardi-
nal Suarez.

“I don’t know how they even got 
the score,” he said.

Zapien enjoys composing pieces 
that reflect the sacramental and 
the sacred, especially for priestly 
ordinations and Chrism Masses. 
His piece from the Misa al Sagrado 
Corazon de Jesus has been used at 
seminaries in the archdioceses of 
Philadelphia, New York and Chi-
cago.
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

The 2020 Annual Catholic Ap-
peal kicked off the weekend of Jan. 
25-26.

The $4 million goal is the same
as the one from the 2019 Appeal, 
but there are several new features 
with this year’s drive.

First, the executive director of the 
Catholic Foundation has changed. 
Ernie Nedder had served as lead 
fundraiser for the Diocese for years 
before finally retiring at the end of 
January. Replacing him is Elizabeth 
Bollinger, formerly of the Tucson 
Boys & Girls Clubs. Carla Smith 
has also joined the Foundation as a 
data entry specialist. 

The Foundation also has a new 
preferred closing date. ACA Man-
ager Suzanne Hopkins said that 
parishes are being encouraged to 
reach their goals by May 31, rather 
than have the solicitation process 
run throughout the year.

“That allows the parish to get 

back to local business,” Hopkins 
said. Donors also get weary of 
year-round solicitations, although 
pledges are not necessarily due to 
be fulfilled at the end of May. Those 
who choose to take regular auto-
matic deductions will continue to 
have the full calendar year to fulfill 
their pledges.

 Foundation leadership hopes to 
see participation in more parishes 
increase to 100%. Participation rates 
last year ranged between 15-25% 
of registered parishioners and while 
total participation may be unrealis-
tic, “we want to encourage pastors 
to work on their numbers,” she said.

Last year’s total fell just short of 

goal, at $3.85 million. Parish goals 
are largely unchanged, she said, and 
can be found by using the secured 
page at the Foundation website, 
cathfnd.org/annual-catholic-ap-
peal/.

In his annual letter announc-
ing the Appeal, Bishop Edward J. 
Weisenburger focused on one theme 
of the drive: mercy. 

“From its inception, the An-
nual Catholic Appeal has been the 
mainstream of mercy in our diocese 
– building up the faith, empower-
ing the ministries of our Church to
put the Gospel into action, show-
ing mercy and touching the lives of
thousands in our midst, and bring-
ing hope to people in many mean-
ingful ways,” the bishop wrote.

“Throughout the parishes and 
ministries of our diocese, we act 
every day to create and strengthen 
opportunities for people to grow in 
relationship with Jesus Christ. This 
is no small task, and it is only pos-

Annual Catholic Appeal opens with $4 million goal

Zapien said many of his 
works are bilingual – English 
and Spanish – which might 
also explain the growing popu-
larity of his work.

“I want to create music that 
helps people to pray, that can 
be used for Mass and can ac-

commodate all vocal ranges,” 
he said, “especially for people 
who don’t have wide tonal 
ranges.”

As his reputation grows, Za-
pien, 40, has been pleased with 
his life and ministry in Tucson 
and at St. Augustine Cathe-
dral.  His ministry serves the 
cathedral parish and the Dio-

cese.  He has had opportunities 
to share his gifts of music in a 
variety of ways and sees op-
portunities for growth here in 
Tucson.  Zapien said he will 
continue to lead strong, musi-
cally balanced liturgies, and 
continue to compose music as 
much as possible. 

Catholic Outlook photo from CNS

Bishop Weisenburger meeting Pope Benedict 
XVI during the bishop’s last ad limina visit to the 
Vatican.

ZAPIEN continued from page 7

TRIP continued from page 3

Another role for Bishop Weisen-
burger is as a “capo” or lead 
person, for the group’s visit to the 
newly- created Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Develop-

ment. Part of Pope Francis’ Curial 
reform, this dicastery was formed 
last August by the  consolidation 
of four pontifical councils: Justice 
and Peace, Cor Unum, Pastoral 
Care of Migrants and Itinerant 
People, and  Health Care. Bishop 

Kicanas will be the capo 
for the visit to the Congre-
gation for Catholic Educa-
tion. 

Reports emerging from 
recent Curial visits show a 
stark difference from visits 
during previous ad liminas. 

“In the past, bishops 
were reporting to congre-
gations,”  Bishop Weisen-
burger said. Instead, “we 
are asking them more 
questions. It’s much more 

fraternal.” 
The highlight of the trip will 

be meeting Pope Francis. Bishop 
Weisenburger noted that he had 
attended two previous ad limina 
visits – one as a bishop-elect in 
Salina, and the other accompany-
ing the Archbishop of Oklahoma 
City in 2004.

The popes for those visits re-
ceived the bishops differently. 
St. John Paul II spent 15 minutes 
alone with each individual bishop 
in 2004. Pope Benedict XVI spent 
30 minutes with each group of 
bishops in 2012.

So far, Pope Francis has allocat-
ed two and a half hours with each 
group, encouraging the bishops to 
ask him anything – nothing is off 
limits, Bishop Weisenburger said. 

Bishops with whom he has spo-
ken and who have already made 
their ad liminas says this format 
“works wonderfully,” Bishop 
Weisenburger said. 

News reports from ad liminas 
from US regions, which began last 
fall, indicated that Pope Francis 
emphasized different themes for 
different regions. Bishop Weisen-
burger said he is unaware of any 
theme designated for the bishops 
of Region 13, but he would not be 
surprised if the pope spoke to them 
about migrants and refugees.  The 
pope also has spoken against the 
rising tide of nationalism.

“Patriotism is a good thing, but 
nationalism creates division,” the 
bishop said. “The pope has spoken 
consistently about that.”

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown 

The Annual Catholic Appeal for 2020 started with a series of trainings for clergy and 
parish staff. Among the training locations was at Cathedral Square, Tucson, on Jan. 8. 
Above, Suzanne Hopkins, ACA Operations Manager for the Catholic Foundation, sets 
the discussion for representatives from Tucson area parish leaders.

See GOAL on page 9
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Delfina Landeros, 
mother of Father Emilio 
Chapa, pastor of St. Francis 
Parish in Yuma, died Jan. 
18.

Born May 22, 1940, 
in Guanajuato, Mexico, 
to Dionicio and Selerina 
Landeros, she moved to 
Chicago with her family at 
age 9.

She earned her bach-
elor’s in Spanish from 
Northern Illinois Univer-
sity in DeKalb, Illinois, 
and her master’s in sociol-
ogy from the University of 
Notre Dame in South Bend, 
Indiana. There she met 
Ricardo Chapa. The two 
moved to Washington DC 
in 1973, where she worked 
at the US Census Bureau as 
a statistician for the Popu-

lation Division. 
In 1974, she testified 

before the House Subcom-
mittee on the Census and 
Statistics discussing eco-
nomic and social statistics 
for the Spanish-speaking. 
She attended the hearing 
on her day off and was not 
scheduled to testify but 
decided during the course 

of the hearing to address 
problems in the way Span-
ish-speaking were being 
counted. (For her testimo-
ny, visit books.google.com/
books?id=O_fVHSBK8wQ
C&pg=PA134&lpg=PA134
&dq=delfina+landeros&so
urce=bl&ots=M2N4or10L
J&sig=ACfU3U17thNg1D
nU6DwzU3IR3oqse0mXVA
&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahU
KEwi27uP3t5XnAhUFrZ4
KHRpwBPEQ6AEwEXoEC
AkQAQ#v=onepage&q=de
lfina%20landeros&f=false)

An addendum to her 
testimony came from 
Census Director Vincent 
P. Barabba, validating her
concerns.

Three years later, she 
and Chapa moved to 
Laredo, Texas, where they 

were married on March 8, 
1975.

In 1976, they moved to 
Austin, Texas, and then to 
Tucson in 1988.

The couple had three 
children: Xavier, in 1970; 
Emilio, in 1979; and Adela 
in 1990.

In 1998, she experienced 
a Cursillo and it imbued 
her with a new mission in 
the Church. She became 
a lector and a minister of 
Holy Communion, as well 
as earning certification in 
Lay Ecclesial Ministry. She 
was involved in ministry at 
St. John’s, Santa Cruz and 
Our Lady of Fatima par-
ishes, all in Tucson.

A social activist, she 
marched with civil rights 
leaders Cesar Chavez and 

Dolores Huerta.
She taught for 30 

years at all levels from 
kindergarten to college, 
including Pima Community 
College. In 2009, she 
participated in the White 
House Initiative on 
Educational Excellence for 
Hispanic Americans. 

She is survived by her 
mother, her husband, their 
children and a grandchild.

Visitation was held on 
Jan. 24 at Our Lady of 
Fatima. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was celebrated 
the next day in St. Augus-
tine Cathedral, with Bishop 
Edward J. Weisenburger 
presiding and Bishop 
emeritus Gerald F. Kicanas 
preaching. Burial followed 
in Holy Hope Cemetery. 

ADRIAN, Michigan - Sister Agnes 
Peplinski, formerly known as Sister 
Richard Therese Peplinski, died on 
Jan. 18 at the Dominican Life Center in 
Adrian. She was 87 and in the 68th year 
of her religious profession as an Adrian 
Dominican Congregation. 

Born in Forestville, Michigan, to Mat-
thew and Lucy (Zmich) Peplinski, she 
graduated from Sandusky High School 
in Sandusky, Michigan, and received 
a bachelor’s in Home Economics from 
Siena Heights College (University), 
Adrian.

She spent 30 years ministering in 
elementary education in Michigan, 
Ohio and California. From 1976-77, she 
taught at St. Anthony Catholic School, 
Casa Grande. She retired to the Domini-
can Life Center in 2018.

Sister was preceded in death by her 
parents, her sisters: Beatrice Husson, 
Delphine Sertich, Christine Battersby, 
Sophie Nauszelski, Elizabeth Osan-

towske, 
Sabina 
Moses and 
Eleanor Bel-
towski; and 
her broth-
ers: Ervin, 
Bernard, 
Raymond, 
Casmir, 
Benjamin, 
Lawrence, 
Sylvester 

and Floyd. She is survived by nieces 
and nephews and her Adrian Dominican 
Sisters. 

The vigil was held Jan. 21 in St. 
Catherine Chapel at the Dominican Life 
Center, followed the next day with the 
Mass of Christian Burial. Burial was in 
the congregation cemetery. Memorial 
gifts may be made to Adrian Dominican 
Sisters, 1257 East Siena Heights Drive, 
Adrian, Michigan, 49221.
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sible because we come together to prayerfully work toward our 
common goal.”

The  Appeal theme is “Living our Faith through Acts of 
Charity – Faith, Mercy, Hope.”

Broken down, the $4 million funds the following ministries:
- Seminarian and clergy education and support - $1.169 mil-

lion
- Schools, education and evangelization - $729,000
- Diocesan ministries - $577,000
- Grants to needy parishes and Native American missions -

$564,000
- Catholic Community Services of Southern Arizona -

$450,000
- Additional parish support - $300,000
- Youth and Young Adult Ministries - $86,000
- Kolbe Society/Detention Ministry - $75,000
- Jordan Ministries - $50,000
Reporting on the 2019 Appeal, the Catholic Foundation

recorded  that 97% of all pledges received were fulfilled, the 
average annual gift was $319 and there were 12,145 donors.

Commitment Weekend for the 2020 Appeal is scheduled 
for Feb. 15-16, with reminder requests set for the rest of the 
spring.

For questions, call the Foundation at (520) 838-2504, or 
email foundation@diocesetucson.org. 

GOAL continued from page 8
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Southwest Liturgical     
Conference brings many 
voices of faith to Tucson
By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Liturgists and catechetical leaders 
from around the country were treated 
to a unifying view of the church 
“springing from the spirit of Vatican 
II” at the 58th Annual Southwest Litur-
gical Conference Study Week.

“It’s wonderful to see people go-
ing back to their dioceses with what 
they have seen and heard here,” said 
Father Miguel Mariano, director of 
the diocesan Office of Worship and 
co-chairperson for the event held at 
the DoubleTree Hotel in Tucson Jan. 
15-18.

Besides liturgy and other leaders 
from dioceses in Texas, Utah, Arizona, 
New Mexico, Colorado and Wyoming, 
representatives came from dioceses in 
Oklahoma, Indiana, Michigan, Louisi-
ana, California, Georgia, Missouri and 
New Hampshire.

People from many parishes in the 
Diocese of Tucson attended, Father 
Mariano said. Overall, more than 300 
people attended the six General Ses-
sions and 30 workshops. 

“I’m very happy with the turnout,” 
Father Mariano said. “We had a lot of 
people attending Study Week for the 
first time.”

The theme of the Study Week was 
the well-known prayer at the end of 
Mass, “Go in Peace, Glorifying the 
Lord by your Life.” Father Mariano 
said he was encouraged also by a 
subtle theme in presentations that 

emphasized pastoral and unifying 
approaches to liturgy and catechesis, 
especially when in some parts of the 
Church, things are becoming more 
polarized between groups embracomg 
pre-Vatican II practices and others 
advocating more progressive ideas. 

“We are just following the lead of 
Pope Francis,” he said.

Keynote speakers and workshop 
presenters closely followed that lead 
too.
Robert Feduccia

The founding direc-
tor of the Youth Liturgi-
cal Leadership Program 
at St. Meinrad School 
of Theology, St. Mein-
rad, Indiana, made re-
spect for diversity a key 
theme in his keynote, 
“Liturgy in a Mission-
ary Key.”

Feduccia also fo-
cused on creating a new 
model of catechizing, 
two decades after the 
release of the long-awaited “Catechism 
of the Catholic Church” was pub-
lished, but unable to stop the decline of 
people, especially young people, who 
self-identified as Catholics.

The Catechism was published in 
1992, but it did not help the “Millen-
nials” – Catholics born 1980-2000 – 
from leaving the Church.

Feduccia noted that only 29% of 
Catholics born in 1980 attend weekly 
services, compared to 43% of Catho-
lics born before that date. 

In the decades following the Second 

Vatican Council, there were significant 
changes to the way Catholics learned 
their faith. Sometimes, that meant that 
devotional practices  - like the rosary, 
Marian devotions and study of the 
lives of the saints – were set aside. 

“Catholics born after 1980 are the 
least likely group of religious believers 
to pray daily,” he said.

What is particularly challenging is 
that among immigrant populations – 
and Hispanics figure prominently in 
that number – as second and third gen-

erations come forward, 
they are far more likely 
to neglect daily prayer 
and weekly Mass atten-
dance, and find religion 
to be less important in 
their lives. 

Former Catholics who 
reported they no longer 
identified as part of a 
religious community – 
called “Nones” – said 
they left for a variety of 
reasons: the mission and 

message they were given were vague; 
answers to difficult questions were 
superficial; the Gospel and life in the 
Church were not considered “Good 
News”; the responses did not address 
their emotional needs or their pain; and 
they found other things more distract-
ing, such as social media and the busy-
ness of life.

Baby boomers were contented to 
live with the answers of faith – “seven 
second answers” - laid out by the old 
“Baltimore Catechism,” Feduccia 
said. For Millennials, “we responded 
to all kinds of questions, but we didn’t 

answer any of them.”
With the new Catechism, the US 

bishops mandated that new religious 
education materials include more of 
the core tenets of faith, given that 
young people seemed to be lacking the 
basics. “They thought the textbooks 
must be the problem,” Feduccia said. 

This led to why Feduccia referred to 
the early 2000s as “the School of Slow 
Answers.”

With another generation of young 
Catholics at risk of falling into the 
“Nones,” Feduccia proposed a “School 
of Spirituality and Encounter.”

“The key to remaining active is 
daily prayer,” Feduccia said. “This is 
not a crisis of catechesis. It’s a crisis of 
Spirit.”

He went back to the documents of 
Vatican II, beginning with Sacrosanc-
tum Concilium, the “Constitution on 
Sacred Liturgy,” and build upon it with 
quotes from Lumen Gentium (“Dog-
matic Constitution on the Church”), 
Dei Verbum (“Dogmatic Constitution 
on Divine Revelation”), Gaudium et 
Spes (“Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World”) and Ad 
Gentes (“Decree on Church’s Mission-
ary Activity”).

During the past two decades, there 
has been a resurgence of liturgical 
practices reflecting a return to tradi-
tional worship, including a desire for 
Gregorian chant. Feduccia said that the 
liturgical reforms of Vatican II aren’t 
being undone just because of a longing 
on the part of some people for the old 
forms of worship. 

A self-described “liturgical pragma-
tist,” Feduccia said there doesn’t need 

     Mass, music, prayer can inspire      all of us to become closer to God
The message is

Catholic Outlook photos by Steff Koeneman

Many lay mnisters, deacons and priests 
from the Diocese of Tucson and other dio-
ceses attended the Study Week.  Work-
shop options varied from liturgical “Dos 
and Don’ts” to the role of music in liturgy, 
to current thinking on Church ministries 
such as the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults, or RCIA programs.
In the photo to the right Father Miguel 
Mariano, Director of the Diocese of 
Tucson Office of Workshop (left) and 
pastor at St. Odilia Parish, along with Rev. 
Stephen Springer, pastor of Dove of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Tucson.  Both minis-
ters will be hosting a session on Catholic-
Lutheran dialogue later this year.

   Robert Feduccia



CATHOLIC OUTLOOK  11FEBRUARY 2020

     Mass, music, prayer can inspire      all of us to become closer to God

to be friction between those who long 
for chant, and those who embrace post-
Vatican II forms of liturgy. 

“People want to go back and forth 
on this, but’s fine to go back and 
forth,” he said. 

Feduccia told a story about his visit 
to the Holy Land, and a sense of disap-
pointment he felt about not feeling 
any special connection to God while 
visiting the places where Jesus lived. 
It wasn’t until he stood at the Western 
Wall, the remnants of the Temple, that 
things changed. 

“It’s said ‘The divine presence never 
leaves the Western Wall,’” Feduccia 
said. “Deep in my heart, I heard ‘Yes, 
Robert. This place, this Church. I have 
made a covenant with you and I will 
not leave.’”

That’s why there isn’t a real dichot-
omy between different elements within 
the Church, because God is present in 
all of it, he said.  

It’s not a choice between “social 
justice Catholics” and “evangelization 
Catholics,” he said. “It’s social justice 
and evangelization. It is not a division. 
It’s one thing.”

When someone approaches him to 
ask if Gregorian chant is acceptable for 
his parish, Feduccia said, his response 
is simple: “I don’t know. I don’t know 
the needs of your parish. Are you in 
contact with the homes and the lives of 
your people? You tell me.”  

Parishes shouldn’t be looking for 
someone else to solve their issues, 
because the answer is there in the com-

munity. “The fullness of salvation rests 
in every parish,” he said. 

Liturgists have the ability and are 
in the position to do something about 
this. Through worship, “you can open 
up peoples’ hearts. That’s your job.”
Rita Thiron
The executive director of the Federa-
tion of Diocesan Liturgical Commis-
sions said in her keynote, “God’s 
Message is Made 
Known in Word 
and Deed,” that 
bringing new 
inquirers into the 
Church has to be 
seen as a responsi-
bility of the parish 
community, not 
simply the parish 
RCIA ministry or 
the pastor. 

She also said 
that RCIA is a pro-
cess, not a program, with duration and 
to some degree content being directed 
by the person entering the Church.

Thiron traced the process from the 
Pre-Catechumenate where it all starts, 
through Mystagogia, 
(those who have recently been re-
ceived by the community) where the 
new member continues to grow in faith 
and participation. 

She started by reminding the litur-
gists and catechists that the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults was 
restored as part of the work of the 
Second Vatican Council. The coun-

cil fathers wanted to go back to the 
Church’s roots in the early Christian 
community, which practiced “accom-
paniment despite persecution.”

“The point is that the Church didn’t 
make this stuff up in the 20th century,” 
Thiron said. 

She bristled at the way many par-
ishes classify the RCIA as “classes” 
and “programs” when it is really much 
more than that. 

“It’s not a ‘plan,’ 
it’s a rite,” she said, 
“and it’s a process, 
not a program.”

“Does our 
vocabulary reflect 
this? Do our bul-
letin articles state 
this?” she asked. 

Because it is a 
process, it has “a 
structure, not a 
calendar,” Thiron 

said. “The process of conversion will 
be gradual, marked by the liturgical 
periods.”

It’s important to remember that, 
while parishes must schedule and 
organize sessions, the progress really 
is measured by the individual. “Do we 
celebrate all the rites or just the ones 
that fit into the parish schedule?” Thi-
ron asked. The proper question to ask, 
she added, is this: “Is everything we do 
imbued in the Paschal mystery?” 

She also cited Sacrosanctum Con-
cilium, the Vatican II document on 
liturgy, calling it “the document I 

sleep with under my pillow – and 
you should too.” She also used St. 
Paul VI’s 1975 apostolic exhortation 
Evangelii Nuntiandi and Pope Francis’ 
2013 apostolic exhortation Evangelium 
Gaudium, reinforcing the concept that 
“God is involved in word and deed in 
our everyday lives.”

Thiron told the story involving 
the late Jesuit Father Robert Taft, the 
pre-eminent expert in the church on 
Eastern Rites. Father Taft was at-
tending group prayer where Thiron 
was studying, but the young presider 
leading the prayeer did a poor job. 
When senior leaders apologized for 
the bungled prayer, Father Taft was 
dismissive, Thiron said. “He said, ‘I 
never go to church to encounter the 
presider. I go to encounter the living 
God.’”

The person desiring to enter the 
Church likewise needs the commu-
nity to show its support – as God’s 
chosen people – throughout the 
process. “Everyone in the parish sup-
ports and evangelizes,” Thiron said, 
which means the contact should be 
personal in intimate settings. “Mem-
bers must be willing to welcome 
them in their own homes, not in the 
church library,” she said. 

Because of the nature of commu-
nity, that’s why those people journey-
ing to enter the Church attend Mass 
through the recitation of the Creed 
and are present again by the recita-
tion of the Our Father. 

See INSPIRE on page 12

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Deacon Bill and Sherri Justice from Yuma 
were among the many volunteers to help 
at the event.

Catholic Outlook photos by Steff Koeneman

Dominican Sister Lois Paha, 
diocesan Pastoral Services direc-
tor and co-chairperson of the 
Study Week planning commit-
tee reads a winning ticket for a 
door prize at the event banquet 
Jan. 17. A short time later, Rita 
Thiron, executive director of the 
Federation of Diocesan Liturgical 
Commissions, receives the 2019 
Faithful Servant Award from 
SWLC President Rita Dillon. The 
award is given to the person who 
has made a significant contribu-
tion to the region in the area of 
liturgical renewal.
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The first stage, the Pre-Catechu-
menate, begins which an inquisitive 
seeker. “Who sets the curriculum? 
They do. We assume nothing. We 
assume inquiry,” she said. 

Parish members invite them into 
their homes and their prayer groups, 
Thiron said. She urged those attend-
ing Study Week to consider how 
their own faith was formed.

“Who evangelized you? Who 
passed on the faith to you? Where? 
At home? At school? In the liturgy?”

There should not be a specific 
date for an inquirer to pass out of the 
Pre-Catechumenate, Thiron said. “It 
takes as long as it needs to take.”

When there are children involved, 
they should be accompanied with a 
sponsor family that includes chil-
dren of similar ages, she said. “Be 
creative with the period of the Pre-
Catechumenate.”

“When the person is ready, the 
community should be ready to 
formally welcome them,” Thiron 
added. “The whole community wel-
comes them and the whole commu-
nity prays for them.”

It is in the Catechumenate stage 
that the inquirer is considered part 
of the People of God, she said. It is 
there that catechumens learn about 
the Word, community worship and 
witness. 

In passing on lessons of commu-
nity worship, it is important that “we 
are walking with them, (teaching) 
them the way the Church prays, not 
just the way the community likes to 
pray.”

At the Rite of Election, the cat-
echumens profess to the bishop their 
desire to enter full communion. 
“The bishop doesn’t know these 
folks,” Thiron noted, which is why 
during the rite he asks the gathered 
community for their assessment and 
approval. 

At the Easter vigil, the readings 
outline  the expanse of salvation his-
tory, with the community again sup-
porting and welcoming their newest 
members, she said.

Thiron cautioned her listeners to 
refrain from abandoning their new 
members, now in the stage of mysta-
gogia, which literally means “to lead 
through the mysteries.” The Masses 
of the Easter season lay out all the 
important lessons of the faith but are 

prone to being overlooked.
“Are we too tired from the Tridu-

um to do this right?” she asked. 
“Where are the mystagogia in your 
parish?”

Thiron noted that bishops, priests 
and deacons all have roles in the 
process as well.

“We all have our marching or-
ders,” she said. 

The community continues the 
evangelization process in how it 
lives out its mission, Thiron said. 
She cited the case of a Detroit auto-
worker who began 
to inquire when 
other autowork-
ers came to the 
factory wearing 
jackets with their 
parish name on it. 
In another story, 
a young pregnant 
woman sought 
help at a parish, as 
she wasn’t cer-
tain she had the 
resources to carry 
her baby to term. 

“The pro-life 
group adopted 
her,” Thiron said, 
and after the baby 
was born, all the 
group members 
were allowed to stand around the 
font when it was baptized.

“When people get to know us, do 
they get to know Jesus?” she asked. 
“These are the first steps of evange-

lization: the everyday habits of life.” 
Don’t worry that your efforts may 

not bear immediate fruit, Thiron 
added. “We cannot do everything, 
and there’s a certain liberation in 
that. … We are workers, not the 
Master Builder.”
Father Leon Strieder

Theology professor, author and 
priest from the Diocese of Austin, 
Texas, Father Leon Strieder, offered 
a different view of evangelization 
in his workshop “Evangelization 
Misunderstood.”

“It’s not about 
winning argu-
ments. It’s about 
winning hearts,” 
said Father Strie-
der, who wrote the 
book “Evangeli-
zation: Building 
and Rebuilding 
the Kingdom: Is-
sues of Language, 
Culture, and Con-
version.”

“Some folks 
think evangeliza-
tion is apologet-
ics. In fact, apolo-
getics only works 
for the already 
convinced. It 
helps folks con-

firm their faith,” he said. “To reach 
folks who have little faith, we must 
be better listeners.” 

Father Strieder made a distinction 
between evangelization and “evan-

gelism,” the spreading of the Chris-
tian gospel by public preaching or 
personal witness. “Street preaching 
or knocking on doors was not a part 
of early Christianity,” he said. “And 
it is highly probable that apologetics 
actually played a very minor role in 
evangelization in the early Church.”

What matters most is that the 
people being evangelized have to 
be able to hear our message, and for 
that to happen, we have to listen to 
them first, he added. “The problem 
is that we have never asked to have 
a discussion.”

Father Strieder had strong words 
to describe those who use evangeli-
zation as a pretext for conversion.

“The desire of some is to force 
conversion and then judge those 
who do not respond as wished. This 
is not evangelization but tyranny.”

“Evangelization must also include 
living in peace with those who do 
not believe,” he continued. “If there 
is no love, there can be no freedom 
or faith.”

Greater attention needs to be paid 
to individual conscience, Father 
Strieder said. “If the person does not 
understand the word spoken, if they 
do not find a meaning of their own, 
there cannot be any communica-
tion or understanding. While there 
is proper concern about a certain 
relativism in which truth is whatever 
a person makes it, this must not lead 
to the denial of the dignity of the 
subjective conscience of the person, 
even when misguided.”

There should not be 
a specific date for an 

inquirer to pass out of 
the Pre-Catechumenate, 

Thiron said. “It takes 
as long as it needs to 
take ... When the per-
son is ready, the com-

munity should be ready 
to formally welcome 

them,” Thiron added. 
“The whole community 
welcomes them and the 
whole community prays  

for them.”

INSPIRE continued from page 11
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We must also consider that despite what might 
seem obvious error in our eyes, that only God 
knows what resonates deeply in a person, Father 
Strieder added. “He knows our hearts better than 
the thickness of our skulls.”

“God always makes his love available. We 
have to hope that every person has enough desire 
and humility to say ‘Yes, Lord,’ … (but) God 
loves us even if we are wrong and stupid.”

Father Strieder looked at the linguistic and his-
torical development of the discussion over which 
should come first: baptism or catechesis.

Studying the Great Commission found in Mt 
28:19-20, he noted a discrepancy between the 
older Greek text and the subsequent Latin transla-
tion. In Greek, he said, the text has Jesus’ man-
date being to “make disciples of all nations” as a 
strict imperative. However, in Latin, the impera-
tive is to “teach all nations.”

“Historically, we have been more concerned 
with baptism rather than catechesis,” Father Strie-
der said. He cited the example of Charlemagne, 
the first Catholic emperor of the Roman Empire 
from the eighth century who mandated the con-
version and baptism of his troops under penalty 
of death. He also mentioned the early Europeans 
who brought Christianity to North America and 
which led to the baptism of up to 100,000 Native 
Americans in Latin America.  

“They (Native Americans) didn’t even under-
stand the language,” he said. “Faith is a gift. Not 

necessarily all receive it.”
If faith is not always received, how can God 

save those without it, Father Strieder asked rhe-
torically.

By looking to Matthew 25 and the parable of 
the goats and the sheep, right actions and faith 
can be reasonably ascertained. “Is faith reason-
able? Of course, it is!”

“If faith is not reasonable, we will not be able 
to speak to our world,” he added.

Christianity is a narrative theology; it tells 
a story that people can follow and learn from. 
Father Strieder cautioned against preaching how-
ever, reminding that evangelization comes from 
hearing others. 

“Often, preaching in general, and evangelical 
preaching in particular, is ineffectual at best and 
the cause of anger at worst,” he added. “Most 
people don’t like to be ‘preached at.’ It is per-
ceived as arrogant and paternalistic precisely 
because the dignity of the person who is listening 
is ignored,” Father Strieder said.

By using narratives, one can connect “the 
world of the preacher and the world of the hearer 
or the world of the text and the world of the 

reader,” he added. “The hearer must hear some-
thing which resonates with their truth or their 
own story. It is part of the concept of the ‘inner 
teacher’ by which the person discovers the truth 
in themselves.”

It all goes back to hearing and listening, he 
added. “Faith and conversion are part of the 
dynamic of hearing. Something is spoken which 
must be responded to by the particular word of 
the hearer. Likewise, something is listened to 
which must find its relationship to what is spo-
ken,” he said.

The failure of preaching without listening can 
be found even in the early Christian community, 
notably in the Acts of the Apostles as it reported 
on Paul’s missionary journeys.

The key to success is found in building “a 
long-term relationship with the person Jesus,” 
Father Strieder said. 
Deacon Owen Cummings 

Worship spaces can be contrary and contradic-
tory, but they perfectly reflect who we are as a 
Church, said Deacon Owen Cummings in his 
address “Worship and the Catholic Imagination: 
The Church as Sacred Space.”

Using poets and stories from his own personal 
background, Deacon Cummings, the Regents’ 
Chair of Theology at Mount Angel Seminary in 
St. Benedict, Oregon, noted that despite all our 
flaws and brokenness, it is Jesus and His love 
for the Church that ultimately turns those “mess-
es” into sacred space.

He began by echoing a sentiment expressed 
by many who stopped attending church regular-
ly, choosing instead to find God in nature. “Lots 
of people will say that the forest is my cathedral 

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Father Paul Turner offered a workshop called “Ministers 
of Holy Communion: Dos and Don’ts.”

or the canyon is my church, and they are right.”
“God is in all his creation,” Deacon Cum-

mings said. “Why do we need buildings to wor-
ship in?”

Churches traditionally take different shapes 
and forms, with Western Catholic buildings con-
structed in cruciform style to reflect the cruci-
fixion. However, Eastern Catholic churches tend 
to be circular with images that lead worshippers 
to feeling that they are part of the Resurrection 
culture, residing in the communion of saints. 

Deacon Cummings cited the British poet 
Philip Larkin, an atheist whose poem “Church 
Going” talks about his visit to a rural church and 
graveyard that unexpectedly moved him. 

See INSPIRE on page 14

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Religious sisters provided strong spiritual support.

“God is in all his creation,” 
Deacon Cummings said. “Why 

do we need buildings to 
worship in?”
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Polarization is also a problem in 
the Church and the nation. “Tra-
ditional v. progressive, liberal v. 
conservative – these categories 
are unchristian. ...”

The danger comes as well 
from focusing on single issues. 
“Abortion is dividing us. We still 
haven’t grown out of that. We 
are a dysfunctional society and a 
dysfunctional church.”

—Hosffman Ospino

This piece and others like it are “invitations to 
us to be more serious” about considering the need 
for church buildings.

We see churches and houses of worship as ex-
tensions of ourselves and reflections of our beliefs. 
To people who come upon them, “they are evan-
gelizing in themselves,” Deacon Cummings said.

The rituals that occur in them are likewise “es-
sential to all of us. We are ritual animals.”

“People who don’t observe them (our rituals) 
are deviant,” he said with a chuckle.

He cited the example of his daughter-in-law, a 
native of Poland, whose cultural experience of the 
American holiday of Thanksgiving means con-
suming fish. 

“It seems to me to be some kind of mortal sin,” 
he said. “We as human beings are almost ritually 
obsessive compulsive.”

Turning serious again, Deacon Cummings 
added that “in these rituals, we find our identities 
being confirmed. They offer that telling of who I 
am to the next generation.”

Churches are designed to be different from the 
other structures around them.

“The building itself not only speaks of the ver-
ticality of the divine,” Deacon Cummings contin-
ued, “it wraps itself around you (as if to say) we 
are here for everybody.”

“Maybe we feel in the silence of the building 
the embrace of God,” he added. 

Images in that worship space can bring together 
the three “bodies of Christ,” he said. First, there is 
the image of the corporal body of Christ as the son 
of Mary, portrayed in statuary and glass. Second 
is the Eucharist, which is also the body of Christ. 
Finally, there is Christ alive in the community 
identified as the Church.

“You can’t separate them,” Deacon Cummings 
said. “They are intrinsically woven together.”

Deacon Cummings talked about the late Jesuit 
convert Father Gerard Manley Hopkins.

Father Hopkins spent a period of his life feel-
ing spiritually lost and described himself as a 
“joke” and “a piece of broken pottery.” Yet, he 
also recognized himself as an “immortal diamond” 
because “I am all that Christ is.”

“That’s what we mean by being embodied in 
Christ,” said Deacon Cummings. “That’s what our 
Church is telling us.”

The elements in contemporary churches tell 
the same story, he added, with the baptismal font 
usually found at the entrance, to the prominent 
placement of the ambo where the readings are pro-
claimed, to the altar, “the center of everything.”

Deacon Cummings told a story about the diffi-
cult relationship he had with one of his daughters, 
especially during her teenage years. He deeply 
regretted his part in those difficulties, and wrong a 
long letter to her, now an adult, apologizing for his 
mistakes. 

She wrote back to him to let him know that she 
had forgotten all about those moments, communi-

cating to him how much she loved him. 
So it is with God when we approach Him in the 

sacrament of reconciliation to confess our sins. 
“God says, ‘Oh what a mess you are! But I 

have forgotten all about them.’”
“This is our big, wide, untidy and messy Catho-

lic family,” Deacon Cummings said.  
Hosffman Ospino

The final keynote of the Study Week was given 
by Boston College professor Hosffman Ospino, 
one of the foremost experts on the growth of the 
Hispanic presence in the US church and culture. 
He was a key member of the planning committee 
for the V Encuentro and serves on the national 
board of directors for the National Catholic Edu-
cational Association. 

Ospino’s keynote was titled “Sent to Accom-
pany through Witness and Solidarity,” an address 
that was unblinking in its criticism of the Church 
and US culture, though optimistic that with hard 
work, both could be turned around.  

He did this by listing three challenges facing 
the church and country at this time: segregation, 
polarization and resignation. 

“There is racism in our Church,” Ospino said. 
“Everybody knows where the black parishes are.”

The racism is both linguistic and social, he 
added. In dioceses, parishes are designated as 
Hispanic, or Korean or Vietnamese, for example, 
and little effort is made to provide for the pastoral 
needs of those cultural communities outside those 
designated parishes. 

Noting that Asian Catholics are the fastest 
growing population in the US Church, Ospino 
issued this warning: “If you are struggling with 
(learning) Spanish, try Vietnamese.”

Polarization is also a problem in the Church and 
the nation. “Traditional v. progressive, liberal v. con-
servative – these categories are unchristian,” he said. 

The danger comes as well from focusing on 
single issues. “Abortion is dividing us. We still 
haven’t grown out of that. We are a dysfunctional 
society and a dysfunctional Church.”

Finally, resignation as a response has also cast 
a pall upon the faithful. “Far too many Catholics 
are settling for the status quo,” he said. “We are 
resigned to being an aging Church.”

While Anglo leaders, including bishops, have 
lamented the closing of schools and parishes and 
the decline of vocations, secular culture has been 
drawing away the only area where the church has 
been growing. During the span of two genera-
tions, “we have lost 60 million Latino and Latina  
Catholics.”

INSPIRE continued from page 13
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“We are a community in de-
cline. We are paralyzed,” Ospino 
said. 

The Church has within it the 
power to overcome these chal-
lenges, however. “We need to 
live prophetic lives in prophetic 
worship.”a

He listed five characteristics 
that point the Church in the right 
direction. First, “we are children 
of the same God regardless of our 
differences.”

Second, the Church is at its 
core egalitarian. All are equal 
through baptism, he said.

Third, through liturgy, we 
are forgiving. Reconciliation is 
always possible and completely 
necessary. 

Fourth, we are all fed by the 
Eucharist. It satisfies our hunger 
and no one is lifted higher than 
another at the Lord’s table, Ospi-
no said.

Fifth, it is the liturgy that 
brings us together. 

“It is time to start living as 
prophetic children of the Lord,” 
he said.

Earlier in his address, Ospino 
noted that the Study Week, 
because of who it draws 
and the impact it has 
in the region and 
beyond, “continues 
to lead the way” 
nationally in 
ways to see lit-
urgy driving the 
greater mission 
of the Church.

Whether partic-
ipants come from 
local parishes or 
represent large 

urban dioceses, “the most impor-
tant expertise is being baptized in 
Jesus Christ,” he said. 

He cited the theme of the Study 
Week and noted three essential 
parts: being sent out into the 
world, the missionary nature of 
liturgy and the opportunity to do 
it all for the glory of God.

“Worship continues in our 
everyday lives. Worship never 
ends,” Ospino said. “As long 
as the Holy Spirit works in our 
everyday lives, worship never 
ends.”

Known for his ground-breaking 
work on charting the rise of His-
panics in the American Church 
and as a key theological advi-
sor for the V Encuentro, Ospino 
launched into a series of data 
points to set the stage:

- 45% of all Catholics today 
currently self-identify as His-
panic.

-In dioceses in the Southwest, 
where the Church is rapidly grow-
ing, that figure is between 60-
90%.

-Two-thirds of all Catholic 
Latinos and Latinas were born in 

this country.
 “We are very 
young. The  

average age is 
29,” he said, 
joking that he 
too might fall 
in that cat-
egory, given 
his almost 
bald head. 
“Look at me. 

I haven’t even 
grown hair 

yet.”
He reviewed the 

V Encuentro pro-
cess: Between 2016-
18, 250,000 Catholics 

representing 2,000 
parishes and 150 

dioceses  
were in-

volved 
in the 

build-up to a national meeting in 
2019. 

As part of that process, each 
person was challenged to ap-
proach someone “on a periphery” 
to share their faith. “The 21st 
century demands new ways to 
do evangelization, to respond to 
the needs and challenges of the 
times,” Ospino said. 

He praised the rise of new 
types of ministries during the last 
decade, including campus minis-
tries and different forms of parish 
renewals. They combat a growing 
belief that God is absent from a 
sinful world, making only occa-
sional breaks to perform a miracle 
or two. “That makes us very sus-
pect of one another,” he said.

These ministry groups remind 
us that true Christianity offers a 
wholistic approach, “that God is 
not antagonistic, but in the world. 
God wants to be with us,” Ospino 
said. “God’s love for the world 
does not make sense without the 
world.”

Citing Evangelium Gaudium, 
Ospino noted Pope Francis’ en-
dorsement of popular piety, in-
cluding domestic shrines to saints 
and other practices. “He called 
this popular spirituality ‘the 
people’s mysticism.’”

Part of the problem is the 
decline in attendance at Mass, 
now listed as low as 25% of all 
Catholics, along with a decline in 
marriages and baptisms. 

“What about the other 75% 
of Catholics? How are they sus-
tained?” Ospino asked. “Accom-
paniment begins there. It’s finding 
out how people experience God in 
their lives.”

Seen properly, Christian ac-
companiment is how “God comes 
to be with us in history,” he said. 
“God journeys with us” despite 
our sins.

That reflects a traditional 
belief that “we exist as a pilgrim 
church,” a community that is on 
the way to the Kingdom, but not 
there yet. 

“Christianity is defined by this 
eschatological dimension,” Ospi-
no added. “This is a vision we 
have to reclaim.”

This is an accompaniment with 
a loving God that will stand with 
us along the way, he said, which 

makes the journey itself a reward. 
“If we believe in a God that only 
punishes, accompaniment will 
only be with fear.”

God’s accompaniment follows 
themes of life and justice: God 
sustains us as the source and sup-
port for our lives and we count 
on participation in God’s mercy. 
“That’s why we worship; that’s 
why we celebrate.”

“Christian accompaniment is a 
commitment to acting as God acts 
in the world,” Ospino said.

Accompaniment also means 
breaking bread with fellow pil-
grims, an act that is universal 
among cultures. “Every culture 
has this emphasis: the least you 
can do is break bread and share it 
with others.”

“Breaking bread is the essence 
of being Christian,” Ospino said. 

That model can be applied by 
living the corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy, he added.

The reality in our Church today, 
however, is that it is a time of 
great challenge. 

“We are a diverse Church, but 
we struggle with diversity signifi-
cantly,” Ospino said. “What does 
it mean to break bread with an 
immigrant or refugee?

“How well do we break bread 
with a family of someone who has 
been deported? How well do we 
break bread with someone whose 
marriage did not work? How well 
do we break bread with someone 
who wants to come back into the 
community but struggles?”

“We cannot separate worship 
from the works of mercy,” Ospino 
said.

 
“These ministry groups 
remind us that true Chris-
tianity offers a wholistic 
approach, “that God is 
not antagonistic, but in 
the world. God wants to 
be with us. ... God’s love 
for the world does not 
make sense without the 
world.”

—Hosffman Ospino
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Retired pope wants his name removed as co-author of book
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY - At the request of retired 
Pope Benedict XVI, his name will be removed 
as co-author of a book defending priestly celi-
bacy, said Cardinal Robert Sarah, the Vatican 
official who coordinated work on the book.

“Considering the polemics provoked by the 
publication of the book, ‘From the Depths 
of Our Hearts,’ it has been decided that the 
author of the book for future editions will be 
Cardinal Sarah, with the contribution of Bene-
dict XVI,” Cardinal Sarah tweeted Jan. 14.

“However,” he said, “the full text remains 
absolutely unchanged.”

The tweeted announcement came only a few 
hours after Cardinal Sarah had issued a formal 
statement accusing people of slandering him 
by saying that while Pope Benedict may have 
contributed notes or an essay to the book, he 
was not co-author of it.

Archbishop Georg Ganswein, personal sec-
retary to Pope Benedict, phoned several Ger-
man news agencies and spoke with the Reuters 
news agency Jan. 14, saying the retired pope 
had requested that his name be removed as 
co-author of the book, its introduction and its 
conclusion. The archbishop confirmed that the 

book’s first chapter, attributed to Pope Bene-
dict, was the work of the retired pope.

Since marriage and priesthood both demand 
the total devotion and self-giving of a man 
to his vocation, “it does not seem possible to 
realize both vocations simultaneously,” retired 
Pope Benedict wrote in his essay.

The French newspaper Le Figaro published 
excerpts of the book late Jan. 12 and, almost 

immediately, some people began questioning 
just how much of the work actually was writ-
ten by the 92-year-old former pope.

The introduction and conclusion were at-
tributed jointly to the retired pope and to Car-
dinal Sarah, prefect of the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Sacraments; the book 
has two other chapters, one attributed to each 
of them alone.

The book was to be published in French 
Jan. 15 and in English Feb. 20 by Ignatius 
Press.

In a statement Jan. 14, Ignatius Press indi-
cated its edition would still credit Pope Bene-
dict as co-author.

The correspondence released by Cardinal 
Sarah indicate he and Pope Benedict “collabo-
rated on this book for several months,” the 
Ignatius Press statement said.

Given Pope Benedict’s declining health 
and energy, many questions were raised about 
just how much of what was attributed to him 
was written by him and about the decision to 
list “Benedict XVI” as co-author of the book, 
rather than “Joseph Ratzinger/Pope Benedict 
XVI,” the form he used for his series of books 
on Jesus of Nazareth.

Cardinal Robert Sarah

USCCB president urges nation to overcome pervasive racism
By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON - While the 
United States has “come a long 
way” in addressing racism and 
injustice, much more remains 
to be accomplished to achieve 
the dream of “the beloved com-
munity” envisioned by the late 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., the 
president of the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops said.

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of 
Los Angeles urged the country to 
overcome still-entrenched racist 
beliefs and discriminatory prac-
tices in a statement released in 
Washington to mark the annual 
holiday honoring the civil rights 
leader, which this year fell on Jan. 
20.

“We have come a long way in 
our country, but we have not come 
nearly far enough,” Archbishop 
Gomez said in the statement 
issued Jan. 16 by the USCCB. 
“Too many hearts and minds are 
clouded by racist presumptions of 
privilege and too many injustices 
in our society are still rooted in 

racism and discrimination.”
The archbishop lamented that 

“too many” young African Ameri-
can men are killed across the 
nation or are “spending their best 
years behind bars.”

He called on citizens to recom-
mit themselves to assuring that all 
people have equal opportunity to 
overcome what Rev. King called 

“lonely islands of poverty.”
Citing “disturbing outbreaks 

of racism and prejudice,” the 
archbishop raised concern about 
the rise in anti-Semitic attacks, 
displays of white nationalism and 
nativism, and violence against 
Hispanics and other immigrants.

“Such bigotry is not worthy 
of a great nation. As Catholics 

and as Americans, we must reject 
every form of racism and anti-
Semitism,” he said.

“Racism is a sin that denies the 
truth about God and his creation, 
and it is a scandal that disfigures 
the beauty of America’s founding 
vision,” the statement continued. 
“In our 2018 pastoral letter on 
racism, my brother bishops and I 
stated: ‘What is needed, and what 
we are calling for, is a genuine 
conversion of heart, a conver-
sion that will compel change and 
the reform of our institutions and 
society.’”

Archbishop Gomez urged the 
country to honor Rev. King’s 
memory by committing to build-
ing the “beloved community” the 
civil rights leader envisioned, 
“an America where all men and 
women are treated as children of 
God, made in his image and en-
dowed with dignity, equality and 
rights that can never be denied, no 
matter the color of their skin, the 
language they speak or the place 
they were born.”

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez
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Texas Catholic leaders oppose governor’s plan to reject new refugees
By CAROL ZIMMERMANN
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON - Texas Catholic 
leaders were quick to take a stand 
against a Jan. 10 announcement by 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott that the 
state would no longer resettle refu-
gees.

The governor’s decision, an-
nounced in a letter to Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo, makes Texas 
the first state to reject refugee re-
settlement after last year’s executive 
order by President Donald Trump 
requiring governors to publicly say 
if they would accept refugees after 
June 2020.

To date, governors in 42 states 
have said they will accept more refu-
gees. Governors from five remaining 
states that accept refugees -- Ala-
bama, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi 
and South Carolina - had yet to 
respond to the Jan. 21 deadline.

Texas bishops responded indi-
vidually on Twitter to the governor’s 

decision, urging him to reconsider. 
In a Jan. 10 statement, the Texas 
Catholic Conference, the public 
policy arm of the state’s bishops, 
said the move to “turn away refu-
gees from the great state of Texas” 
was “deeply discouraging and dis-
heartening.”

The conference said it “respects 
the governor” but said his decision 
in this case was “simply misguided” 
because it “denies people who are 
fleeing persecution, including reli-
gious persecution, from being able 
to bring their gifts and talents to our 
state and contribute to the general 

common good of all Texans.” In his 
letter to Pompeo, Abbott, who is 
Catholic, emphasized the work Tex-
as has done in welcoming refugees, 
saying that since fiscal year 2010 
“more refugees have been received 
in Texas than any other state.”

“Texas has carried more than its 

share in assisting the refugee re-
settlement process and appreciates 
that other states are available to help 
with these efforts,” the letter said.

Ashley Feasley, director of policy 
for Migration and Refugee Services 
of the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, told Catholic News Service 
that Abbott’s decision is a “big deal” 
because the state has resettled 10% 
of refugees in the United States in 
the past 10 years.

She said the move does not mean 
that refugees can’t come to the state, 
but they cannot be resettled there.

That decision is a problematic 
one, she said. For starters, about 
80% of the refugee cases are de-
scribed as “follow to join,” meaning 
these refugees, whose cases have 
been vetted, are looking to join a 
family member or friend in the com-
munity. Allowing them to resettle 
with people they already know is a 
request that resettlement agencies try 
to honor, she said, because it helps 
with the adjustment.

She also noted that Abbott’s 
decision, and others to come by 
the remaining state governors who 
have not weighed in, could be im-
pacted by a federal judge’s ruling 
on Trump’s order Jan. 17. The judge 
will be ruling on the lawsuit brought 
on by three refugee resettlement 
organizations that sought a prelimi-
nary injunction to block the execu-
tive order.

Texas bishops who responded to 
Abbott’s Jan. 10 decision on Twitter 
were: Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-
Siller of San Antonio and Bishops 
Michael F. Olson of Fort Worth, Ed-
ward J. Burns of Dallas and Daniel 
E. Flores of Brownsville.

In a Jan. 10 statement, Bishop 
Burns said he was disappointed in 
the governor’s decision and hoped he 
would reconsider it.

He said the Diocese of Dallas is 
“grateful for the outstanding, compas-
sionate work done by Catholic Chari-
ties Dallas in partnership with the 
United States government to resettle 
men, women and children who are 
desperate to find safety and freedom. 
All of the refugees served in this way 
have been thoroughly screened and 
approved for resettlement by the De-
partment of Homeland Security Office 
of Refugee and Resettlement.”

Bishop Olson, also in Jan. 10 state-
ment, said he “strongly and respect-
fully” disagreed with the governor’s 
decision.

If the governor stands by this move, 
he said, “current refugee support ser-
vices will have to replace the lost fed-
eral refugee funds with local dollars 
currently dedicated to social supports 
services such as work programs and 
out of poverty programs.”

Bishop Olson, also in Jan. 10 statement, said he 
“strongly and respectfully” disagreed with the deci-

sion. If the governor stands by this move, he said, 
“current refugee support services will have to 

replace the lost federal refugee funds with local 
dollars currently dedicated to social supports services 
such as work programs and out of poverty programs.”

CNS photo by Tyler Orsburn

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott speaks during the 11th annual National Catholic Prayer 
Breakfast May 7, 2015, at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in Washington. 

   Mandatory Reporting of Abuse
The laws mandating reports of suspected abuse of  
minors or elders remain the bedrock of the Safe  
Environment Program of the Diocese of Tucson. 

Arizona State law requires any adult citizen to report 
suspicions of abuse and/or neglect to the police 911  
or to the Arizona Department of Child Services. 
1-888-SOS-CHILD (1-888-767-2445)

If church personnel are involved, please also notify  
the church so the appropriate steps can be taken to 
protect the vulnerable, call (520) 838-2533.

Reporte Mandatorio del Abuso
La ley de Arizona requiere que cualquier adulto 
reporte sospechas de abuso y/o negligencia a  
la policía 911 o al Departamento de Servicios  
Familiares y de Protección de Arizona.  
1-888-SOS-CHILD (1-888-767-2445)

Si personal de la iglesia se encuentra  
involucrado, por favor también notifíquelo a la 
iglesia para que se tomen los pasos apropiados 
para proteger a los vulnerables (520) 838-2533.
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Por Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON - Aunque Estados Unidos ha 

avanzado en el camino de abordar el racismo y la 
injusticia, aún queda mucho por lograr para lograr 
el sueño de “la comunidad amada” imaginada 
por el reverendo Martin Luther King Jr., dijo 
el presidente de la Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de Estados Unidos (por sus siglas en 
inglés).

En un comunicado emitido en Washington para 
conmemorar el feriado anual en honor al líder 
de los derechos civiles, que este año se celebra 
el 20 de enero, el arzobispo José H. Gómez de 
Los Ángeles instó al país a superar las creencias 
racistas y las prácticas discriminatorias aún 
arraigadas.

“Hemos recorrido un largo camino en nuestro 
país, pero no hemos llegado lo suficientemente 
lejos”, dijo el arzobispo Gómez en la declaración 
emitida el 16 de enero por la USCCB. “De-
masiados corazones y mentes están nublados por 
presunciones racistas de privilegio y demasiadas 
injusticias en nuestra sociedad todavía están ar-
raigadas en el racismo y la discriminación”.

El arzobispo lamentó que “demasiados” 
jóvenes afroamericanos han sido asesinados en 
todo el país o “pasen sus mejores años tras las 
rejas”.

Pidió a los ciudadanos que se comprometan 
nuevamente a garantizar que todas las personas 
tengan la misma oportunidad de superar lo que el 
reverendo King llamó “islas solitarias de po-

breza”.
Citando “brotes perturbadores de racismo y 

prejuicio”, el arzobispo expresó su preocupación 
por el aumento de los ataques antisemitas, las 
manifestaciones de nacionalismo y nativismo, 
y la violencia contra los hispanos y otros 
inmigrantes.

“Tal intolerancia no es digna de una gran 
nación. Como católicos y estadounidenses, 
debemos rechazar toda forma de racismo y 
antisemitismo”, dijo.

“El racismo es un pecado que niega la verdad 
sobre Dios y su creación, y es un escándalo que 
desfigura la belleza de la visión fundadora de 
Estados Unidos”, continuó el comunicado. “En 
nuestra carta pastoral de 2018 sobre el racismo, 
mis hermanos obispos y yo declaramos: ‘Lo que 
se necesita, y lo que estamos pidiendo, es una 
verdadera conversión de corazón, una conversión 
que obligue al cambio y la reforma de nuestras 
instituciones y sociedad’”.

El arzobispo Gómez pidió al país a honrar la 
memoria del reverendo King al comprometerse 
a construir la “comunidad amada” que se imag-
inó el líder de los derechos civiles, “un (Estados 
Unidos) donde todos los hombres y mujeres son 
tratados como hijos de Dios, hechos a su imagen 
y dotados de dignidad, igualdad y derechos que 
nunca se pueden negar, sin importar el color de su 
piel, el idioma que hablan o el lugar donde naci-
eron”.

Foto CNS por Gregory A. Shemitz 

El Memorial de Martin Luther King Jr. aparece en esta 
foto tomada en Washington el 15 de diciembre de 2019. 
Un día festivo federal que celebra la vida y los logros del 
icónico líder de derechos civiles, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
se celebra el 20 de enero de 2020.

Presidente de USCCB pide al país superar el racismo

Líderes católicos de Texas se oponen de rechazar a nuevos refugiados
Por CAROL ZIMMERMAN
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON - Algunos líderes católicos de 
Texas se apresuraron a tomar posición en contra 
de un anuncio del gobernador de Texas Greg Ab-
bott del 10 de enero que afirma que el estado ya 
no ayudará a asentar a refugiados.

La decisión del gobernador, que se anunció en 
una carta al secretario de estado, Mike Pompeo, 
convierte a Texas en el primer estado en rechazar 
el asentamiento de refugiados después de la orden 
ejecutiva del año pasado del presidente Donald 
Trump que pedía a los gobernadores que de-
clarasen públicamente si iban a aceptar a refugia-
dos después de junio del 2020.

Hasta la fecha, los gobernadores de 42 estados 
han dicho que aceptarán a más refugiados. Los 
gobernadores de los cinco restantes estados que 
aceptan a refugiados: Alabama, Georgia, Florida, 
Mississippi y Carolina del Sur, todavía no han 
respondido a la fecha límite del 21 de enero.

Los obispos de Texas respondieron individual-
mente en Twitter a la decisión del gobernador ex-
hortándole a reconsiderar. En una declaración del 
10 de enero, la Conferencia Católica de Texas, el 
brazo de política pública de los obispos del estado 
dijo que la resolución de “rechazar a refugiados 

del gran estado de Texas” era “profundamente 
desalentadora y descorazonadora”.

La conferencia dijo que “respeta al gober-
nador” pero dijo que su decisión en este caso 
“simplemente está mal orientada” porque “niega 
la oportunidad de poder traer sus dones y talentos 
a nuestro estado y contribuir al bien común de 
todos los texanos, a personas que escapan de la 
persecución, incluyendo la persecución religiosa”.

En su carta a Pompeo, Abbott, que es católico, 
enfatizó el trabajo desarrollado por Texas en la 
acogida de refugiados, diciendo que desde el año 
fiscal 2010, “se han recibido en Texas a más refu-
giados que en cualquier otro estado”.

“Texas ha superado lo que le correspondería 
en la asistencia al proceso de establecimiento de 
los refugiados y aprecia el que otros estados estén 
dispuestos a ayudar en estos esfuerzos”, dijo la 
carta.

Ashley Feasley, directora de política de Servi-
cios de Migración y Refugiados de la Conferencia 
de Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos, le dijo a 
Catholic News Service que la decisión de Abbott 
es “muy grave” porque el estado ha establecido a 
un 10% de los refugiados en los Estados Unidos 
en los últimos 10 años.

Dijo que esta decisión no significa que los 

refugiados no puedan llegar al estado, sino que 
no se pueden asentar ahí. Esta decisión, dijo, es 
problemática. Para empezar, un 80% de los casos 
de refugiados están identificados como “de paso a 
unirse” lo cual quiere decir que estos refugiados, 
cuyos casos ya se han cribado, tratan de unirse a 
un miembro de la familia o amigo en la comuni-
dad.

El permitirles establecerse con personas a las 
que ya conocen es una solicitud que las agencias 
de establecimiento tratan de respetar, dijo, porque 
ayuda con la adaptación.

También indicó que la decisión de Abbott, y 
otras venideras de los estados restantes que no 
han declarado todavía, podría estar impactada por 
la decisión de un juez federal sobre una orden 
de Trump que se espera el 17 de enero. El juez 
estará dictando sobre la demanda presentada por 
tres organizaciones de asentamiento de refugiados 
que intentaron un bloqueo preliminar a la orden 
ejecutiva.

Los obispos de Texas que respondieron a la 
decisión del 10 de enero de Abbott en Twitter 
fueron: el arzobispo Gustavo García-Siller de San 
Antonio y los obispos Michael F. Olson de Fort 
Worth, Edward J. Burns de Dallas y Daniel E. 
Flores de Brownsville.
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Por CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO - A so-
licitud del papa retirado Benedicto XVI, 
su nombre será eliminado como coau-
tor de un libro que defiende el celibato 
sacerdotal, dijo el cardenal Robert 
Sarah, el funcionario del Vaticano que 
coordinó el trabajo sobre el libro.

“Considerando las polémicas pro-
vocadas por la publicación del libro 
‘Desde las profundidades de nuestros 
corazones’, se ha decidido que el au-
tor del libro para futuras ediciones será 
el cardenal Sarah, con la contribución 
de Benedicto XVI”, tuiteó el cardenal 
Sarah el 14 de enero.

“Sin embargo”, dijo, “el texto com-
pleto permanece sin cambios”.

El anuncio tuiteado se produjo solo 
unas horas después de que el cardenal 
Sarah emitió una declaración formal 
acusando a la gente de calumniarlo dici-
endo que si bien el papa Benedicto pudo 
haber contribuido con notas o un ensayo 
al libro, no fue coautor del mismo.

El arzobispo Georg Ganswein, secre-
tario personal del papa Benedicto, llamó 
a varias agencias de noticias alemanas y 
habló con la agencia de noticias Reuters 
el 14 de enero, diciendo que el papa 
retirado había solicitado que su nombre 
fuera eliminado como coautor del libro, 
su introducción y su conclusión. El ar-
zobispo confirmó que el primer capítulo 

del libro, atribuido al papa Benedicto, 
fue obra del papa retirado.

Dado que el matrimonio y el sacer-
docio exigen la total devoción y entrega 
de un hombre a su vocación, “no parece 
posible realizar ambas vocaciones si-
multáneamente”, escribió el papa Bene-
dicto retirado en su ensayo.

El periódico francés Le Figaro pub-
licó extractos del libro a fines del 12 
de enero y, casi de inmediato, algunas 
personas comenzaron a cuestionar qué 
parte del trabajo fue escrito por el ex 
papa de 92 años.

La introducción y la conclusión se 
atribuyeron conjuntamente al papa 
retirado y al cardenal Sarah, prefecto de 
la Congregación para el Culto Divino 

y los Sacramentos; El libro tiene otros 
dos capítulos, uno atribuido a cada uno 
de ellos solo.

El libro debía ser publicado en 
francés el 15 de enero y en inglés el 20 
de febrero por Ignatius Press.

En una declaración el 14 de enero, 
Ignatius Press indicó que su edición 
aún acreditaría al Papa Benedicto como 
coautor.

La correspondencia publicada por el 
cardenal Sarah indica que él y el papa 
Benedicto “colaboraron en este libro 
durante varios meses”, dijo el comuni-
cado de Ignatius Press.

Dada la disminución de la salud y la 
energía del papa Benedicto, surgieron 
muchas preguntas sobre cuánto de lo 
que se le atribuyó fue escrito por él y 
sobre la decisión de incluir a “Bene-
dicto XVI” como coautor del libro, en 
lugar de “Joseph Ratzinger / Papa Bene-
dicto XVI,” la forma que utilizó para su 
serie de libros sobre Jesús de Nazaret.

La perspectiva de Dios

Foto CNS-Ignatius Press

Esta es la portada de “Desde las profundidades 
de nuestros corazones”, del retirado papa 
Benedicto XVI y el cardenal Robert Sarah, 
prefecto de la Congregación para el Culto Divino 
y los Sacramentos. El libro defiende el celibato 
sacerdotal, un tema que se discutió en el Sínodo 
de los Obispos para el Amazonas el año pasado.

Un hombre reflexionaba acerca de su oración a Dios: 
Le pedí a Dios que me quitara el dolor. 
Dios dijo: Yo no te lo debo quitar; tú lo tienes que dejar.   
Le pedí a Dios que me diera felicidad. 
Dios dijo: Te doy bendiciones, tú decides si quieres ser feliz. 
Le pedí a Dios que me librara del sufrimiento. 
Dios dijo: Los sufrimientos te acercan a mí. 
Le pedí a Dios por todas las cosas que podría disfrutar en la 

vida. 
Dios dijo: Te doy vida para que disfrutes de todas las cosas. 
Le pedí a Dios estar en primera fila. Él me coloco en último 

lugar para que conociera la paciencia y la humildad. 
Tal parece que Dios nunca habla nuestro lenguaje, y no-

sotros no hablamos el lenguaje de Dios. Él nos invitó a pedir, 
a buscar y tocar la puerta para recibir, encontrar y entrar a su 
misterio, pero los caminos de Dios son inescrutables y pl-
agados de un halo de misterio. El problema es que los planes 
de Dios son a largo plazo, o mejor dicho, a muy largo plazo, 
a plazo de eternidad. Y nosotros queremos reducir a Dios a 
nuestro plazo, que es muy corto y efímero. 

La misma religión, dicen algunos filósofos, se puede tornar en un 
“descarado intente de querer controlar a Dios”. Queremos reducir a 
Dios a esta vida terrena, que es tan breve y fugaz. Los hombres no 
entendemos el misterio de Dios y su actitud ante la vida. Cuando 
nosotros le hablamos, Él sonríe –debido a nuestras incoherencias- y 
cuando El habla, nosotros estamos distraídos por nuestra sordera 
espiritual. 

El dilema es: ¿Cómo hablar el lenguaje de Dios? ¿Cómo en-
tender sus designios? ¿Cómo aceptar que aun la más grave tragedia 
trae un regalo oculto? Dios se ríe de lo que pedimos y de lo que 
planeamos. Y cuando el habla, se entristece porque no entendemos 
sus planes. Pero Dios es el señor de la historia, cuyo lenguaje no 
se limita a nuestro alfabeto. En ocasiones, Dios mismo escribe 
derecho en los renglones retorcidos de los hombres. Es como una 
especie de “tapa-agujeros”. De las tragedias hace llover un torrente 
de bendiciones. Así, un cáncer nos acerca a Él; la muerte de un ser 
querido nos revela el cielo; el sufrimiento nos impulsa a rezar; los 
desastres naturales nos hacen solidarios; los horrores de una guerra 
nos pacifican el espíritu, y el aborto nos derrite el corazón. 

Cual mago cósmico, el Dios supremo extrae de las grandes 
calamidades profundas lecciones que ennoblecen la existencia. 

Dios no se enoja si tenemos proyectos buenos de todo tipo: 
familiares, empresariales, apostólicos, etc. Pero siempre, 
necesitamos anteponer una cláusula que diga más o menos así: 
“Señor, te pido esto o el otro, pero siempre que lo quieras Tu; 
si es para tu Gloria; si es para tu servicio… Si no, a mí tam-
poco me interesa”.

NI TANTO QUE
QUEME AL SANTO
Padre Viliulfo Valderrama

Cual mago cósmico, el Dios supremo extrae 
de las grandes calamidades profundas 
lecciones que ennoblecen la existencia. 

Papa retirado pide quitar su 
nombre de libro sobre celibato

En una declaración el 14 de enero, Ignatius Press indicó que 
su edición aún acreditaría al Papa Benedicto como coautor.
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Msgr. Domenico Pinti, pastor of St. George’s in Apache Junction and diocesan Vicar for Life, poses with 
members of the Knights of Columbus waiting for the march to begin. Below, traffic on Grant Road at 
Oracle Road came to a standstill as marchers headed to Holy Hope Cemetery.

With crowd estimates around 800, pro-life supporters 
enjoyed seasonal temperatures on the annual March for Life 
Jan. 11.

Having heard Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger’s homily 
urging them to recognize the reflection of Christ in others, 
people from parishes throughout the area walked from St. 
Augustine Cathedral to Holy Hope Cemetery, a distance of 
about 4.3 miles. 

The march marks the 47th anniversary of the US Supreme 
Court’s Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion. 

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown

Around 800 gather in annual March for Life

A senior marcher is assisted by other pro-lifers after sustaining a 
bump on the head during the walk. Below, the contingent from San 
Martin de Porres in Sahuarita lead the marchers into Holy Hope 
Cemetery. 


