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Why the 
Amazon 
merits 
a synod

The wildfires attacking ‘the  lungs of the earth’ earlier this  
   year drove home the need for a new look at how Catholics are       
   called to protect the environment.

                                                       - see pages 9-10, 18
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The new leadership team for the 
Franciscan Sisters of Christian Char-
ity in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, will 
have a distinctly Southwest flavor 
with all five having served in the 
Diocese of Tucson. 

Franciscan Sisters Leonette Ko-
chan, Myra Jean Sweigart, Jane 
Kinate, Theresa Feldkamp and Nata-
lie Binversie were elected by mem-
bers of the congregation June 24 and 
installed July 21. 

Sister Kochan, who had been serv-
ing as diocesan Office of Life and 
Human Dignity coordinator, returned 
briefly to Tucson in July following 
the chapter and returned to Manito-
woc for good in late August. She was 
elected Third Councilor. Originally 
from Francis Creek, Wisconsin, she 
was missioned in Tucson where she 
previously served as principal of 
Santa Cruz Catholic School, Tucson 
and Immaculate Conception Catholic 
School in Yuma.  

Sister Binversie was elected Com-
munity Director for a second term, 
previously serving 2013-19. Before 
being Community Director, she 
was a teacher in the primary grades, 
Novice Directress and spent time at 
Santa Cruz and San Xavier Catholic 
schools.

Sister Sweigart was re-elected First 

Councilor and Treasurer General.  
Originally from Cambridge, Ohio, 
she has a background in elementary 
education as teacher and principal, 
including time at San Xavier.

Originally from Wrightstown, 
Wisconsin, Sister Feldkamp was re-
elected Second Councilor she has a 
background in elementary education 
as teacher and principal, including 
time at Immaculate Conception and 
at San Xavier.

Sister Kinate, also from Wright-
stown, was elected Fourth Councilor. 
She has been in education all of her 
life, teaching in Manitowoc for the 
past 20 years. She also spent time at 
Immaculate Conception.

The Franciscan Sisters of Christian 
Charity were founded 150 years ago 
on Nov. 9, 1869 in Manitowoc.  The 
Sisters presently serve in Arizona 
at San Xavier Mission, San Miguel 
Catholic High School and the Dioc-
esan Office in Tucson; Immaculate 
Conception Catholic School, St. 
Francis Catholic School and Yuma 
Catholic High School in Yuma; St. 
Anthony of Padua Catholic School 
and Parish in Casa Grande; and St. 
Andrew Parish in Sierra Vista. Sisters 
also serve in Michigan, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio and Wis-
consin.

Wisconsin religious community 
leadership has Southwest flavor

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity

The new leadership team of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity of Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin includes, from left, Sisters Leonette Kochan, Myra Jean Sweigart, Jane 
Kinate, Theresa Feldkamp and Natalie Binversie. All five have served in the Diocese 
of Tucson, including Sister Kochan, who left her job as diocesan Office of Life and Hu-
man Dignity coordinator in August to return to Wisconsin. 
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Catholic Community Ser-
vices will be among a group of 
community sponsors announc-
ing a public phase to raise 
money for a medical respite 
center for the homeless in need 
of a facility to recover from 
surgeries.

CCS leaders, Bishop 
Edward J. Weisenburger and 
Bishop-emeritus Gerald F. Ki-
canas will join Rabbi Thomas 
A. Louchheim, from Tucson 
Congregation Or Chadash, 
and St. Joseph Sister Adele 
O’Sullivan at a press confer-
ence at the Tucson Jewish 
Community Center, 3800 E. 

River Road, Tucson, on Oct. 
30 at 5 p.m.

Sister O’Sullivan earned 
her medical degree from the 
University of Arizona in 1984 
and served for several years 
in the Diocese of Tucson. She 
began a Maricopa County 
program called Circle the City, 
providing medical services to 
the homeless, in 2008. 

Peg Harmon, chief execu-
tive officer of CCS, said Sept. 
10 that about $2.3 million in 
private donations has been 
raised so far toward the $5.2 
million construction costs of 
the Medical Respite Center for 
Homeless Men and Women. 
She hoped that by publicly 
discussing the new facility, the 

balance of funding will come 
in by Spring 2020, with plans 
to break ground that summer.

The 15,000-square-foot, 
two-story building would be 
on the property adjoining the 
El Rio Health Center on 22nd 
Street, near Kino Parkway. 
The facility will include 45 
beds, including two designated 
for hospice care and nine for 
women.

Harmon said organizers are  
planning to open the facil-
ity for business in January or 
February 2021. 

Discussions began sev-
eral years ago, when Bishop 
Kicanas asked Harmon to 
determine if homeless men 
and women received sufficient 

follow-up care after being 
released from local hospitals. 
A 32-member community task 
force was formed that included 
leaders from area shelters, vet-
erans’ groups, health insurers 
and various Tucson neighbor-

hoods. The study concluded 
that nearly 1,500 homeless 
adults each year failed to 
receive appropriate follow-up 
care, sometimes leading

CCS to seek public support for homeless medical respite center

See RESPITE on page 13

Outlook graphic courtesy of CCS

Artist’s rendering of respite center
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Charismatic renewal set at Sacred Heart
Thursday, Oct. 10, 6:30 p.m., Sacred Heart 

Church, 601 E. Fort Lowell Road, Tucson
The Diocese of Tucson Renewal Committee will hold 
its monthly “Alive in Christ” event with the theme 
“Proof of Heaven and Eternity.” All are welcome to 
joyfully praise and worship with song, Scripture read-
ings and words. For more information, call Gloria, 
(520) 237-7060 or visit tucsonccr.org.

Christ Child Society’s Red Wagon Parade
Saturday, Nov. 9, 10:30 a.m., Oro Valley 

Country Club, 300 W. Greenock Dr., Tucson
The Christ Child Society of Tucson will hold its annual 
fashion show and luncheon, beginning at noon. The 
event will feature Fashions by Chico’s, and include a 
no host bar, raffles and a silent auction. Cost is $65, 
with RSVPs by Nov. 2. For more information, call Pat 
Lunsford, (520) 471-4951.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

PIMA CENTRAL VICARIATE
St. Ambrose School holds Annual Fiesta

Friday, Oct. 11, 4-10 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 12, 
2-10 p.m.; St. Ambrose Catholic School, 

300 S. Tucson Blvd., Tucson
The annual event will feature games, food, entertain-
ment, a beer garden and silent auction. Tickets for 
food and game booths will be sold at the fiesta. For 
more information, call the school office, (520) 882-
8678.

Sts. Peter and Paul sets rummage sale
Sunday, Nov. 3, 6 a.m.-2 p.m., Sts. Peter and Paul 

Parish, Gramer Hall, 1946 Adams St., Tucson  
The parish Knights of Columbus council will hold its 
annual rummage sale. For more information or to 
donate items, call the parish office, (520) 327-6015.

Corpus Christi hosts arts/crafts boutique
Saturday, Oct. 19, 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sun-
day, Oct. 20, 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Corpus Christi 

Parish, 300 N. Tanque Verde Loop Road, Tucson
This event features paintings, woodcuts, gourd art, 
stained glass crosses, clothing, quilts, jewelry, books, 
UA items, personalized ornaments and other seasonal 

PIMA EAST VICARIATE

PIMA NORTH VICARIATE

PIMA SOUTH VICARIATE

St. Odilia Parish hosts roundup
Saturday, Oct. 5, 4-10 p.m., St. Odilia Parish 

Hall, 7570 N. Paseo Del Norte, Tucson
The event features music, entertainment, food trucks, 
baked goods, cash raffle and dancing. It also will be 
a continuation of the 25th anniversary celebration 
of Fathers Miguel Mariano and John Ikponko. All 
proceeds and a portion of the food truck sales will 
benefit the Church Roof Repair Project. For more 
information or to purchase raffle tickets in advance, 
contact Don Earnest, (520) 906-8999. 

Immaculate Heart hosts arts/crafts fair
Saturday, Oct. 19, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Immaculate 

Heart Catholic School, 425 E. Magee Road, 
Bldg. 2 Gym, Oro Valley  

More than 100 booths, artisans and crafters will at-
tending this Divine Arts and Crafts Fair. There will also 
be a snack bar, face painting, bake sale, raffle and silent 
auction. For more information, call Dana Pearce, (520) 
336-7767 or email pearceassocllc@gmail.com.  

St. Margaret Mary holds monthly holy hour
Sunday, Oct. 6, 2-3 p.m., St. Margaret Mary 

Church, 801 N. Grande Ave., Tucson
The parish hosts a Holy Hour of Divine Mercy on the 
first Sunday of each month except April 2020 when 
it will be prayed on Divine Mercy Sunday. For more 
information, call the parish  office, (520) 622-0168.

St. John the Evangelist Parish Fiesta
Sunday, Oct. 20, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., St. John the 
Evangelist Parish, 602 W. Ajo Way, Tucson

The event features a live mariachi and folklorico and 
a prepared meal; kids’ games, a raffle and a cash bar 
serving beer and wine are also available. 

decor, southwestern decor, and gifts. There will also 
be a food court featuring morning goodies, coffee and 
catered lunch with dinner available on Saturday and 
a hot dog lunch on Sunday. Also included are a bake 
sale and a raffle for a handmade quilt and vendor-
donated items. All profits benefit parish ministries 
and outreach. For more information, call the par-
ish (520) 751-4235, visit cccctucson.org, or e-mail                            
fallartsboutique@cccctucson.org.

Sts. Peter & Paul hosts annual Fun Day
Saturday, Oct. 26, noon-10 p.m., Sts. Peter & 
Paul Catholic School, 1436 N. Campbell Ave., 

Tucson
The theme for the school’s annual Fun Day is Star 

Wars. The event includes a booth, cake walk, food, 
entertainment, a wine walk and silent auction.

St. Pius’ Knights sponsor Polish dinner
Saturday, Oct. 26, 6:30 p.m., St. Pius X Parish 

gym, 1800 N. Camino Pio Decimo, Tucson
Knights of Columbus Council 10762 will sponsor its 
Annual Polish Dinner and Dance, with doors open-
ing at 6 p.m. Parking is at the north and west side of 
the church; dress is casual. Music is by the Bounc-
ing Czechs; there will also be a silent auction. Menu 
includes stuffed cabbage, Polish sausage, mashed po-
tatoes, sauerkraut, green beans, pierogies, rye bread, 
beverages and dessert. The cost is $20 per person; 
$12 for children ages 12 and under; $50 per fam-
ily. Tickets are available after Masses at St. Pius and in 
the St. Pius Parish office.

St. Francis de Sales annual Winter Bazaar
Saturday, Nov. 2, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., and Sunday, 

Nov. 3, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Parish 
gym, 1375 S. Camino Seco, Tucson

The annual Winter Bazaar will be featuring gift 
baskets, quilts for all ages, hand-crafted holiday 
gifts, baby and kids’ gifts, doll clothes for 18-
inch American and My Generation dolls, stocking 
stuffers, a white elephant sale, bake sale and a 
quilt raffle.  For more information call the parish, 
(520) 885-5908.

Knights of Columbus runs dinner fundraiser
Saturday, Nov. 9, 7 p.m.,  Corpus Christi Parish, 

300 N. Tanque Verde Loop Road, Tucson
The Msgr. James T. Weber Assembly will host its 17th 
annual fundraiser dinner to benefit hospitalized veter-

ans. The featured speaker will be Jamie D. Benjamin, 
a co-founder of Greater Faith Church and board mem-
ber of the Christian civic group 4Tucson. He is a deco-
rated US Army veteran and has received the Bronze 
Star. Veterans are invited to submit memorabilia for 
display. Tickets are $25 per person. For information 
and tickets, call Fred Falgiano, (520) 661-4317 or 
order online at www.weberassembly.com.  Deadline 
is Nov. 2. 
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For over fifty years, RRC has  
been a harmonious sanctuary of  
contemplative prayer, study and  
practice.  The Center is home to  
the Hesychia School of Spiritual  
Direction.  Located in the foothills  
of the Tucson Mountains RRC is  
available for group retreats,  
meetings and seminars.  Available 
throughout the year are private   
retreats, individual directed retreats,   
renewal and spiritual programs.   
Check our website calendar for more 
details. 

The Redemptorist Renewal Center 
www.desertrenewal.org 

7101 W. Picture Rocks Rd, Tucson, AZ 85743 ~ Phone: 520.744.3400  

Jordan Ministry Team’s 
Alive in the Savior 

Celebration
Honoring 

Father Sean Carroll, S.J.,  
of the  

Kino Border Initiative 

Sunday, March 8, 2020  •  3:00-5:00 PM
Corpus Christi Catholic Church
300 N. Tanque Verde Loop Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85748

To learn more, visit 
www.jordanministryteam.org/upcoming-events/celebration

OCTOBER

5 5 p.m. - 50th Anniversary  
 Mass, St. Pius X Church,  
 Tucson 

6- 8 Priests’ Retreat at   
 Redemptorist Renewal  
 Center, Tucson

9-10 Bishops’ Provincial 
 Meeting at Redemptorist  
 Renewal Center

12 11 a.m. - Catholic Com- 
 munity Services annual  
 board and staff retreat

13 9 a.m. - Confirmation   
 Mass, Our Lady of La   
 Vang Church, Tucson

14-16 Priests’ Retreat at   
 Redemptorist Renewal  
 Center

18-19 Visit to St. John Seminary,  
 Camarillo, California 

23 Visit to Mount Angel   
 Seminary, St. Benedict,  
 Oregon 

26 4 p.m. - Convocation for  
 Religious, Cathedral   
 Square
 
 5:30 p.m. - Mass at St.  
 Augustine Cathedral,   
 Tucson 

27 2:30 p.m. – Mass, Mar- 
 riage Anniversary Cel-  
 ebration, St. Augustine  
 Cathedral

29 10 a.m. – Mass, Villa Ma- 
 ria Care Center, Tucson

30 5 p.m. - Campaign kickoff  
 for Medical Respite Pro- 
 gram, hosted by Catholic  
 Community Services at  
 Jewish Community 
 Center, Tucson

NOVEMBER       
    
1 10 a.m. – Mass, St.   
 Augustine Catholic High  
 School, Tucson

2 8:30 a.m. – Mass, Holy  
 Hope Cemetery, Tucson

Bishop’s Calendar - OCTOBER 2019 Nursing scholarships available
The St. Joseph Catholic Healthcare Endowment Fund announces oppor-

tunities for nursing scholarships for those currently enrolled and matriculat-
ed in Pima Community College’s nursing program. For further details and 
grant application, please visit cathfnd.org/st-josephs-catholic-healthcare-
grants/ or call (520) 838-2505.
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One in an ongoing series

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

What is prayer?
“For little kids, I would say it is lift-

ing your mind and your heart to God,” 
said Redemptorist Father Paul Coury, 
former director of the Redemptorist 
Renewal Center in Tucson.

“You pray to God. You have rote 
prayers and you pray. I did that for 
most of my life. Then when I entered 
seminary, I still did them.

“We went from shrine to shrine 
at night,” he recalled. “We prayed to 
Mary. We prayed to (Redemptorist 
Founder) St. Alphonsus Liguori. We 
prayed to Jesus. We prayed to God.”

“People hold on to their traditional 
prayers because they feel so comfort-
ing,” he said.

Is that all there is to prayer?
“Jesus says in the Gospel ‘I call you 

“friends” now, you are my friends,’” 
Father Coury added. “There has to be 
a point where you move to a higher 
consciousness.”

Having a “friendship” with Jesus 
moves prayer to a different level, he 
said. “St. Theresa of the Little Flower 
said that prayer is having a conversa-
tion with God who is your friend. Jesus 
is your friend. It’s experiencing the 
presence of God, the presence of Jesus 
in your life. How do you experience 
that? Where is it?”

That higher level, or more intimate 
conversation with God, is contempla-
tive prayer, Father Coury said. It can 
take people down paths, literally and 
figuratively.

Rote prayer – into which can fall 
sacramental, ritual and devotional 
prayer – also leads people down paths, 
but sometimes those paths lead to dead 
ends. “It happens when (people) realize 
they are walking a path and the path 
becomes empty and it doesn’t work 
anymore. They feel dry, dried up. They 
don’t feel like God is speaking to them 
anymore, like a dark night of the soul.” 

“Why is God not with me?” is a 
common question people ask, he said. 
“‘Why is bad stuff happening in my 
life? I don’t know why. I can’t under-
stand it.’”

“You try to tell them, ‘Things are 
passing away, but something else is be-

ing born. Something else is coming up 
there. Something is calling for attention 
in your life,’” Father Coury said. “It’s a 
transition they need to do to (achieve)
a more connected spirituality. You 
connect with God around you. Jesus 
Christ is here. His presence is here in 
the world you see. How do you experi-
ence it?”

Many people – lay and clergy – 
travel to Redemptorist to find that 
experience.

“I have one sister who comes here 
every year,” he said. “She would just sit 
outside and listen to the birds. (That’s 
how) she felt God’s presence.”

Father Coury recalled a story told by 
Trappist monk Thomas Merton. “He 
said (that) every morning when he went 
out before sunrise, he would notice that 
the birds would be yelping, but then 
right at sunrise, the birds would become 
absolutely still. Then the sun would rise 
and the birds would start talking again.

“He said that what happens there is 
the birds stop for a second to get their 
instructions from God for the day and 
then they share it with each other.”

Father Coury called it “that sense of 
the connectedness, of being quiet, that 
says ‘Lord, I’m here for 10 minutes and 

this is your time, speak to me.’” 
After 10 minutes, ask, “‘Well, did 

God say anything to me?’ Give God a 
chance to dialogue with you,” he said.

Every person is different and God 
speaks to them at a different pace. “You 
can’t plan it,” he said. “When people 
come in for 10 weeks of sabbatical, 
usually by the time it’s over they come 
to a deeper place of prayer and connec-
tion with God. But it happens for each 
of them at a different point.” 

Some people find it by retreating to 
a quiet place in the surrounding desert, 
Father Coury said.

“They will go there and sit quietly 
and just feel God. It becomes their 
place.”

“Another thing that happens is that 
they decide to let go,” he added. “Usu-
ally when (lay people) come here, they 
are in a transition. They are used to 
having a job where people call them 
all the time and needed them. All of a 
sudden, they realize that people aren’t 
calling them. They are not needing 
them.  They are not wanting them any-
more. Then, what do you do? They start 
quietly reflecting on that. They try to 

Contemplation:
A busy person’s 

guide

The key to successful con-
templative prayer is practice, 
Father Coury said:

Try to create very small 
spiritual practices where you 
have a chance to experience 
God’s presence. For example, 
if you get five minutes away 
from the kids, go into a room. 
Have a cup of coffee. Quiet 
yourself. Even put a timer 
on. And say, “Ok, for five 
minutes, I am going to quiet 
my mind, and maybe sip my 
coffee.”

If an image comes up and 
my mind thinks about things 
I am going to do, I say, “No, 
Lord. This is your time. I am 
going to place this gently 
aside.”

You try to see your mind 
as a river in front of you with 
all your thoughts going down 
the river. You step out of the 
river. You sit there by the 
river; you see all your mind’s 
thoughts going by. “Oh, I 
have to do groceries today,” 
“I have to do this,” or “I have 
to get the car fixed.” Just let 
that go and just be still. If 
something comes from the 
river out, just put it back in 
the river and just be still. Five 
minutes; set a timer.

Then, after five minutes, 
let the timer go off, and say, 
“Well, how was that experi-
ence for me? Did that work? 
Did that help me feel God’s 
presence at all? Did God 
speak to me at all?”

It’s intentionally develop-
ing a spiritual practice that 
is just quiet and letting God 
speak to you.

That’s what contempla-
tion is. Contemplation is not 
some  ecstasy. It is being still 
and letting God take you to 
whatever God is going to do 
with you.

Prayer draws people into conversation, friendship with God

See CONVERSATION on page 7
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Ben Palazzo
Senior Vice President/Investments
Branch Manager

(520) 209-7400 | (877) 879-3156 Toll-Free

palazzob@stifel.com
4380 N. Campbell Avenue, Suite 201
Tucson, Arizona 85718

Stocks | Bonds | Mutual Funds | Annuities | CDs | IRAs | IRA Rollovers 
UITs | Retirement Plans | Cash Management | Financial Planning

Investing.   
It’s about more than money.  It’s about your future. 

Celebrating 33 Years!
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

Ave Maria
RELIGIOUS GIFT SHOP

Inside Viva Performing Arts Center Located  at  4563 S. Park Ave. 

SCULPTURES

ROSARIES JEWLERY BABY

CROSSESGIFTS

520-327-6800
avemariagiftshops.com

/avemariagiftshops

Tues-Thurs 10AM-7PM 
Fridays. 12PM-4PM 
Saturdays 9AM-1PM 
Closed Sundays & Mondays

Hours of
Operation

2 pancakes, 1 egg, bacon, or sausage $3.29
French Toast, 1 egg, 2 bacon or sausage $3.99

1 egg, bacon or ham or sausage 
home fries & toast $2.99
(Breakfast Specials Mon. - Fri.)

Lunch Specials Mon. - Fri. $6.95
Mon. - Sat. 6am-2pm / Sun. 7am-2pm

2532 S. Kolb 747-7536
Serving Tucson 35 years

Joe’s Pancake House Family Restaurant

MENUDO
Sat.-Sun. $7.99

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its actions. Consum-
ers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

get themselves connected to others.”
God also can speak to people 

through their dreams, Father Coury 
said. “Our Scripture is full of people 
who are dreamers. Peter said when he 
stood up at Pentecost, ‘God’s spirit 
has descended upon us’ and he repeat-
ed Joel, ‘Young men will see visions 
and old men will dream dreams.’ You 
get back into that inner world of how 
God speaks to you on inner levels.”

Father Coury said that people have 
an “inner level” where God resides. 
However, over the course of time, 
“it’s been surrounded and dulled by 
the incessant activity of mind, always 
thinking about ‘I have to do this and 
do that.’”

“You don’t pay attention to (that 
desire to converse with God). You 
don’t have time,” he said. “You have 
all these layers that have squashed it 
in there. How do you break through 
those layers that have been established 
around this great core of spiritual 
wealth so that it floods out?”

Quiet listening is necessary for 
entering contemplative prayer, Father 
Coury said. Scripture “doesn’t say, 
‘Come to the desert and you speak to 
God.’ It says, ‘Come to the desert and 

I will speak to your heart.’ So, the idea 
is let’s be quiet, open your heart and 
see what God has to say.”

Not everyone needs to engage in 
contemplative prayer, Father Coury 
said. “Everyone needs to find their 
own path. When they come to a place 
like this (Redemptorist Renewal Cen-
ter), you try to encourage them to be 
on a pathless path.”

“Just be present to how you are and 
ask God to come into how you are. 
See what God says to you.”

For instance, in “Spiritual Exercis-
es,” “St. Ignatius Loyola said you read 
Scripture, you enter the scene, you are 
quiet and then you let God speak to 
you in the scene. Who you are in the 
scene and how you experience be-
ing with God in the scene with Jesus, 
then, is how God is going to speak to 
you,” he said. “That means that you 
have to be still. Be quiet.”

Father Coury said contemplative 
prayer is a matter of personal prefer-
ence. “(Cistercian) Abbot (Thomas) 
Keating said you can’t do more than 
20 minutes. ‘I’ve been at this for 66 
years and it’s a struggle being quiet. 
Your brain is going, you have grocery 
lists and all this stuff.’ He said, ‘20 
minutes is all I can do.’”

CONVERSATION continued from page 6
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Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas, bishop emeritus 
of the Diocese of Tucson, will receive the  “The 
Archbishop Pietro Sambi ‘Star of Bethlehem’ 
Award for Services to the Bethlehem University 
Foundation” in recognition of his support of Beth-
lehem University and the endowed scholarship 
honoring the late papal nuncio. 

The honor is given by the Knights of the Holy 
Sepulchre and will be awarded Nov. 14 at the Vati-
can embassy in Washington DC. 

The knights’ Northwestern Lieutenancy will 
be presented “The Pio Cardinal Laghi Founders 
Award for Outstanding Support to Bethlehem 
University” for its support of the foundation, es-
pecially of the Sir John McGuckin Mentoring and 
Internship Program.

To register for the event, visit bufusa.org/event-
registration-2019-annual-awards-reception/.

Msgr. Thomas Cahalane, 
retired pastor of Our Mother 
of Sorrows Parish in Tuc-
son, has been nominated for 
Catholic Extension’s Lumen 
Christi award.

He is one of 49 nomi-
nees from mission dioceses 
around the country. The 
complete list can be found at lumenchris-
tiaward.org/about. 

An announcement on the Catholic Exten-
sion website Sept. 10 did not include his name 
as among the finalists.

The nomination cites his leadership of 
OMOS’ pursuit of “social justice and chari-
table work all over the world.” That includes 
efforts in Haiti, Agua Prieta and numerous 
sites in Tucson.  

Msgr. Cahalane follows a series of nomina-
tions from the Diocese of Tucson. Franciscan 
Brother David Buer, founder of Poverello 
House in Tucson, was the 2018 nominee. The 
2017 nominee, Franciscan Father Ponchie 
Vazquez from San Solano missions, made the 
cut as finalist before falling in the last round. 

In 2016, Jesuit Father Sean Carroll and the 
Kino Border Initiative were in the final group. 
Finalists earn a $10,000 ministry grant for that 
accomplishment. 

The winner’s purse is heftier - $25,000 to 
support his ministry and $25,000 to support 
the ministry of the Diocese. Ministers or min-
istry in the Diocese of Tucson have never won 
a Lumen Christi.

David W. Miller, 
83, who formerly 
worked in the dioc-
esan office of Property 
and Insurance, in the 
Dept. of Real Estate 
and as a Risk Manage-
ment specialist, died 
Aug. 25.

He was born April 
29, 1936, in Los 
Angeles to Carl P. 
and Olive K. Miller. 
In 1941, the family 
moved to Torrington, 

Wyoming, and he 
graduated from Tor-
rington High School 
in 1955. He served in 

the Wyoming National 
Guard (1953-55) and 
the US Army 1955-58.

David owned and 
managed several busi-
nesses, including Co-
ca-Cola Bottling Co., 
Torrington; National 
Drinks and Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co., both of  
Scottsbluff, Nebraska; 
and Prudential Tower 
Realty, Green Valley.

David married Dale 
Miller of Green Val-

ley in 1998. He was 
hired by the Diocese 
in February 2007 and 
retired in the spring of 
2014. He was a Fourth 
Degree Knights of 
Columbus at Our Lady 
of the Valley, Green 
Valley.

David and Dale 
both died Aug. 25.

A rosary and memo-
rial Mass were held 
Sept. 3 at Our Lady of 
the Valley.

Benedictine Sister 
of Perpetual Adoration 
Sister Mary Dorothy 
Kordick, 97, died on 
Aug. 1 at the commu-
nity motherhouse.

Born Frances Anna 
on Oct. 31, 1921, on 
the family farm in Win-
terset, Iowa, she was 
the third of nine chil-
dren of Leo and Anna 
(Schreiner) Kordick.

She entered on July 
15, 1945, and made her 
first monastic profes-
sion on Feb. 15, 1947, 
receiving the name 
Sister Mary Dorothy. 
She took her final vows 
on Feb. 21, 1952.

She transferred to the 
Tucson monastery in 
1954. She later served 
at monasteries in 
Kansas City and Clyde, 
Missouri, before return-

ing to Tucson in 1970.
During her assign-

ments, she served as 
portress, subprioress 
and for almost 30 years 
as director of oblates. 
She moved to Our Lady 
of Rickenbach, the Sis-
ters’ healthcare facility 
in Clyde, in 2009.

She is survived by 
sisters Theresa and 
Sister Rose Kordick, 
a Franciscan Sister of 
St. Francis of Assisi; a 
brother, Charles; and 
many nieces, nephews 
and cousins and her 
monastic family.

A vigil was held 
Aug. 4 followed the 
next day by a Mass of 
Christian Burial with 
interment in Mount 
Calvary Cemetery in 
Clyde.

Martha “Marty” 
Hammond, 68, long-
time diocesan Voca-
tions’ employee, died 
Aug. 25.

Born Nov. 15, 1950, 
in Tucson to Filiberto 
C. and Consuelo M. 
Mariscal, she attended 
local schools includ-
ing Immaculate Heart 
Academy. 

After completing 
Lamson’s Business Col-
lege, she worked in the 
offices of the Tucson 

Unified School District 
(1970-87) and helped 
to establish the Modern 
and Classical Language 
Department’s first bilin-

gual program. On Dec. 
9, 1972, she married 
Steve Hammond in St. 
John Church.

She later worked 
at parish offices of 
St. Monica’s and St. 
John’s, the latter under 
Msgr. Raul Trevizo. 
When Msgr. Trevizo 
became diocesan direc-
tor of Vocations in 
1992, she joined him as 
his assistant. She subse-
quently served 25 years 
and seven different 

directors before retiring 
in 2017.

She is survived by 
her husband Steve; 
stepdaughter Sabrina 
Barillas; sisters Gloria 
Bojorquez, Carmen 
Montijo and Celia 
Fatke; and brother Luis.

Viewing, rosary 
and Mass of Christian 
Burial were held Sept. 3 
in St. Augustine Cathe-
dral, Tucson, followed 
by internment in Holy 
Hope Cemetery.

Sister of Christian 
Charity Rosemary 
Schwer died Aug. 27 at 
Sacred Heart Convent, 
Wilmette, Illinois.  

Born in St. Louis 
on Aug. 14, 1932, she 
entered the convent on 
Aug. 26, 1946. On Aug. 
21, 1949, she became 
a novice and took the 
name “Sister Coronata.” 
She made her first vows 
on Aug. 21, 1951 and 
pronounced her per-
petual vows on Aug. 20, 
1957.

She spent many years 
in ministry as a nurse, 
teacher, community 
leader and educator. In 
1993, she began “semi-
retirement” in Cimarron, 
New Mexico, serving 

as pastoral minister and 
superior at Immaculate 
Conception Convent. 
In 2000 she came to 
Tucson, continuing her 
pastoral ministry and 
serving as director of 
Outreach to the Elderly 
at Our Lady of the Val-
ley Parish, Green Valley.

 In 2005, she moved 
back to Wilmette, serv-
ing on the Leadership 
Team, before settling 
into a quieter lifestyle in 
2012.

Passionist Fathers 
John Shork and Don 
Weber concelebrated the 
Mass of Christian Burial 
on Aug. 31 in Wilmette, 
followed by burial in the 
sisters’ cemetery.

Msgr. Cahalane is 
nominated for 2019 
Lumen Christi award

OBITUARIES

Martha ‘Marty’ Hammond, worked with seminarians

David W. Miller, Property and Insurance office

Sister Rosemary Schwer, SCC Sister Mary Dorothy Kordick, OSB

Bishop Kicanas honored for 
support of Bethlehem U.
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By JUNNO AROCHO 
ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The 
Synod of Bishops for the 
Amazon will help the Catho-
lic Church make its pres-
ence felt and voice heard in 
a region that is dangerously 
approaching “a point of no 
return,” said the special sec-
retaries of the synod.

“It is a great and con-
tinuing challenge for the 
Catholic Church to make the 
original Amazonian peoples 
feel part of it and contribute 
to it with the light of Christ 
and the spiritual richness 
that shines in their cultures,” 
Cardinal-designate Michael 
Czerny and Bishop David 
Martinez De Aguirre Guinea 
wrote in an article published 
Sept. 12 in La Civilta Cat-
tolica, the Jesuit journal.

Cardinal-designate Cz-
erny, undersecretary of the 
Migrants and Refugee Sec-
tion of the Vatican Dicast-
ery for Promoting Integral 

Human Development, and 
Bishop Martinez, apostolic 
vicar of Puerto Maldonado, 
Peru, said the synod will 
take place at a time when 
“both human and natural 
life are suffering serious and 
perhaps irreversible destruc-
tion.”

The synod, scheduled 
for Oct. 6-27, will focus on 
“Amazonia: New Paths for 
the Church and for an Inte-
gral Ecology.”

The Amazon rainforest 
includes territory belonging 
to nine countries in South 
America and has experi-
enced significant deforesta-
tion, negatively impacting 
the indigenous populations 
in the area and leading to a 
loss of biodiversity.

As special secretaries, 
Cardinal-designate Czerny 
and Bishop Martinez will 
assist Brazil’s Cardinal 
Claudio Hummes, synod 
relator general, in providing 
a comprehensive outline of 
the synod’s theme at the be-
ginning of the meeting and 

summarizing the speeches of 
synod members before work 
begins on concrete proposals 
for the pope.

In the article, titled “Why 
the Amazon Merits a Syn-
od,” the prelates said that the 
synod for the Amazon is an 
effort to implement “Lau-
dato Si in this fundamental 
human and natural environ-
ment.”

Much like Pope Leo 
XIII’s 1891 encyclical Re-
rum Novarum recognized 
the exploitation of work-
ers in the early days of the 
industrial revolution, Pope 
Francis’ observations on the 
“gross inequality and cruel 
marginalization” caused by 
financial and consumerist 
greed call “for a new attitude 
toward nature and the social 
environment.”

“This new synthesis is a 
wake-up call to the entire 
world, to all of humanity,” 
they wrote. “It also suggests 
a new socio-pastoral orien-
tation and dynamic for the 
church, which must under-

stand the challenges faced 
by individuals and families 
and groups within these vari-
ous dimensions.”

However, Cardinal-des-
ignate Czerny and Bishop 
Martinez wrote that the 
church “cannot give spiritual 
guidance and pastoral care 
if people are understood 
in isolation from - i.e. not 

integrated with - how they 
live and function within the 
actual natural, economic and 
social conditions that they 
face.”

They also noted that the 
crisis facing the region is not 
limited only to environmen-
tal problems such as pollu-
tion, privatization of natural 
goods and trafficking.

By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — While the 
upcoming Synod of Bishops on 
the Amazon aims to highlight 
the damage wrought by climate 
change and exploitation, the pos-
sibility of ordaining married men 
to minister in remote areas of 
the rainforest continues to garner 
more attention.

Among the suggestions pro-
posed in the 45-page working 
document for the Synod of Bish-
ops on the Amazon, published 
by the Vatican June 17, was the 
request “to study the possibility 
of priestly ordination for elders - 

preferably indigenous, respected 
and accepted by the community 
- even if they have an established 
and stable family.”

However, when asked why the 
document did not use the standard 
church term viri probati (“men of 
proven virtue”) to describe mar-
ried candidates for the priesthood, 
Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, 
general secretary of the Synod of 
Bishops, told journalists June 17 
that he was perplexed at the me-
dia’s continued use of the phrase.

“It’s a different thing,” the 
cardinal said regarding the docu-
ment’s proposal. “For me, I think 
(the term viri probati) is a bit 

abused.”
In drafting the working docu-

ment, he said, the secretariat of 
the Synod of Bishops wanted to 
emphasize that while the subject 
of ordaining married men would 
be studied, the church continues 
to affirm the importance of celi-
bacy for priests.

Responding to a journalist’s 
question about ordaining married 
men, Bishop Fabio Fabene, under-
secretary of the Synod of Bishops, 
said the call for a study on the 
matter was a direct response “to 
the suffering of the people, above 
all those in the most remote areas, 
due to the lack of the Eucharist.”

Framing a new look at the Amazon

Synod sideshow: The debate over viri probati

Catholic Outlook photo from CNS/Paul Jeffrey

Joseph Abraham is a community leader, educa-
tor, poet and songwriter in Hiowa, Guyana.The 
Amazon synod will be considering how people 
like Abraham, living in remote areas where 
priests rarely go, can lead the sacramental life of 
the church.
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Pope tips synod hopes; warns against nationalism
By CAROL GLATZ 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The 
upcoming Synod of Bish-
ops on the Amazon is an 
“urgent” gathering, not of 
scientists and politicians, but 
for the church whose main 
focus in discussions will be 
evangelization, Pope Francis 
said in a new interview.

However, the importance 
of the Amazon region’s bio-
diversity and current threats 
it faces also will be addressed 
because “together with the 
oceans, (the Amazon) con-
tributes decisively to the 
survival of the planet. Much 
of the oxygen we breathe 
comes from there. That’s 
why deforestation means kill-
ing humanity,” he said.

The pope also talked 
about the dangers of surging 
nationalism and isolationist 
sentiments, saying, “I am 
worried because you hear 
speeches that resemble those 
by Hitler in 1934. ‘Us first, 
We... We ....’”

Such thinking, he said, “is 
frightening.”

The pope’s comments 
came in an interview posted 
Aug. 9 by “Vatican Insider,” 

the online news supplement 
to the Italian newspaper La 
Stampa.

Asked about the dangers 
of “sovereignism” or na-
tionalism, the pope said it 
represented an attitude of 
“isolation” and closure.

“A country must be sover-
eign, but not closed” inside 
itself, he said.

National sovereignty, he 
said, “must be defended, but 
relations with other coun-
tries, with the European 
community, must also be 
protected and promoted.”

“Sovereignism,” on the 
other hand, he continued, 
is something that goes “too 
far” and “always ends badly 
- it leads to war.”

When asked about popu-
lism, the pope said it was 
one thing for people to be 
able to express their con-
cerns, but quite another “to 
impose a populist attitude on 
the people.”

“The people are sover-
eign,” with their own way 
of thinking, feeling, judging 
and expressing themselves, 
he said, “while populism 
leads to forms of sovereign-
ism. That suffix, ‘-ism,’ is 

never good.”
Asked about “the right 

path to take when it comes 
to migrants,” the pope said, 
“First and foremost, never 
neglect the most important 
right of all: the right to life.”

“Immigrants come above 
all to escape from war or 
hunger, from the Middle 
East and Africa,” he said.

When it comes to war, 
“we must make an effort 
and fight for peace” as well 
as invest in Africa in ways 
that help the people there 
“resolve their problems 
and thus stop the migration 
flows.”

Concerning immigrants 
already in one’s home coun-
try, certain “criteria must be 
followed,” he said.

“First, to receive, which 
is also a Christian, Gos-
pel duty. Doors should be 
opened, not closed. Second, 
to accompany. Third, to pro-
mote. Fourth, to integrate” 
the newcomers in the host 
communities, he said.

“At the same time, gov-
ernments must think and act 
prudently, which is a virtue 

of government. Those in 
charge are called to think 
about how many migrants 
can be taken in.”

If that threshold is 
reached, “the situation can 
be resolved through dia-
logue with other countries” 
because some countries 
need people, especially for 
working in agriculture or 
for reviving their economy 
and breathing new life into 
“half-empty towns” because 
of low birthrates, he said.

When asked why he con-
vened a Synod on the Ama-
zon, Pope Francis said, “It 
is the ‘child’ of Laudato Si’. 
Those who have not read it 
will never understand the 
Synod on the Amazon. Lau-
dato Si’ is not a green encyc-
lical, it is a social encyclical, 
which is based on a ‘green’ 
reality, the safeguarding of 
creation.”

Among the environmental 
issues the pope is concerned 
about, the one that “has 
shocked me the most,” he 
said, is the way resources 
are increasingly being con-
sumed faster than they can 

be regenerated.
“It’s very serious. It’s a 

global emergency,” he said, 
highlighting that “Earth 
Overshoot Day” fell this 
year on July 29 - the day 
when resource consumption 
goes into “debt” because the 
annual demand on nature 
exceeds what the earth can 
regenerate in that year.

The seriousness of the 
problem means “ours will 
be an urgent synod. Beware: 
A synod is not a meeting of 
scientists or politicians. It is 
not a parliament; it is some-
thing else,” he said.

The synod “is born” from 
the church “and will have 
an evangelizing mission and 
dimension. It will be a work 
of communion guided by the 
Holy Spirit,” the pope said.

Pope Francis was asked 
whether the possibility of 
ordaining older, married 
men to minister in remote 
areas would be one of the 
main topics of discussion. 
The pope replied, “Abso-
lutely not. It is simply one 
number” in the working 
document.

Catholic Outlook photo from CNS/Alessandro Bianchi, Reuters 

Pope Francis is greeted by a member of an indigenous group from the Amazon region during a meeting 
at the Coliseo Regional Madre de Dios in Puerto Maldonado, Peru, Jan. 19, 2018. The upcoming Synod 
of Bishops on the Amazon is an “urgent” gathering, not of scientists and politicians, but for the church 
whose main focus in discussions will be evangelization, Pope Francis said in a new interview.

Catholic Outlook photo from CNS/Paul Jeffrey

A girl holds a poster distributed by Catholic sisters in Anapu, in 
Brazil’s northern Para state. The poster announces a church-
sponsored event focused on the environment and femicide in 
preparation for the Synod of Bishops on the Amazon, scheduled for 
October in Rome. 
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

People talk about the natural beauty surrounding 
Santa Rita Abbey in Sonoita. However, that pales in 
comparison to the Trappistine women who live there. 

Sister Clare

Sister Clare Renquin, 91, is one of the founding 
members of Santa Rita, arriving in Tucson in 1972. 
She was born to an Irish-Belgian family in Valley 
Falls, Rhode Island, and recalled how her grandmoth-
er raised chickens, rabbits and vegetables in the back 
yard to provide food during the Great Depression. 

Her father “achieved the American dream” 
when he succeeded in the textile industry, drawing 
a princely salary of $35 a week. It meant living in 
Newton, New Jersey, for several years, before her 
family moved back to Rhode Island and she found 
her vocation. She entered Mount St. Mary Abbey in 
Wrentham, Massachusetts, in January of 1950, and 
took the habit on Sept. 8 that year. 

She was with Mother Angela, Mount St. Mary’s 
prioress, who traveled to Tucson in the early 1970s to 
investigate possible sites for a new abbey. Sister Clare 
recalled a sense of disappointment upon their return, 
finding that potential sites were either too costly or 
lacking access to sufficient water.

“We hadn’t even unpacked our bags when Mother 
got a message to return, that another property had just 
become available,” Sister Clare recalled. So, Mother 
Angela returned to Ari-
zona and was shown 
- and accepted - the 
property on 14200 E. 
Fish Canyon Road in 
Sonoita.

To start, it was just 
a small ranch house, 
with three bedrooms. 
Over the years, it was 
expanded and includes 
an infirmary, dorms, a chapel, a guest house and a 
bakery. 

Before arthritis limited her dexterity, Sister Clare 
wrote icons – church teaching considers such pieces 
as divinely inspired, like the Gospels, hence written 
- and was a weaver in the community. She was glad 
that Santa Rita decided to make altar breads as its 
source of income, especially coming from the Wren-
tham community’s dairy farm that required cow-
milking twice a day.

In Wrentham, she always seemed to draw Christ-
mas duty, Sister Clare recalled. “I was fast because I 
wanted to get in out of the cold.”

Mother Victoria

Mother Victoria Murray, the youngest of the first 
founding six, currently serves as the superior of the 

abbey. She was born in Ohio, and her father was an 
executive at Nabisco. As he was reassigned to vari-
ous sites throughout the country, the family relocated 
to Kentucky, Indiana, Long Island in New York and 
finally to “dinky Dumont,” a bedroom community in 
Bergen County, New Jersey. 

It was there, Mother Victoria said, she felt a call to 
a religious community. Although she considered the 
Poor Clares and the Carmelites, when she opened the 
materials sent by the Trappistines, “it was like some-
body played a chord on my heart.”

She was attracted by “the simplicity of life and the 
focus on life in God,” she recalled. 

She entered the community in Wrentham in 1971. 
That August, Mother Angela asked the 60 members 
of the community if any would like to volunteer for a 
new abbey in Arizona. 

“I had never been west of Ohio, but I felt very 
strongly about it, so I volunteered,” Mother Victoria 
said. Being a postulant, she never believed that a 
future in the Southwest was in the cards for her. 

In September, she was praying and “deep inside, 
this voice said, ‘You’re going to be going to Arizona.’ 
It was as clear as a bell.”

Fast forward to Jan. 1, 1972, and she’s pulled aside 
by Mother Angela and asked if she was sincere in 
volunteering to be part of the founding team. “I very 
calmly said yes.”

A short time later, Mother Angela gave her a note 
that read in part: “I think Jesus wants to see you in 
Arizona.”

At Santa Rita, Sister Victoria shared a room in the 
original building with Sister Clare. Not long after 
moving in, an Arizona brochure fell out of Sister 
Clare’s prayer book and opened to a scene of the 

Mustang mountains – the scene that was live and 
real right outside their door. “It was right there,” she 
recalled.

Another time, she was looking out toward Fish 
Canyon Road, and it dawned on her that it was the 
same scene she had created - from her imagination - 
as a young artist between ages 5-7.

“God put that landscape in me,” Mother Victoria 
said, noting that all these signs “built on each other.”

Mother Victoria was elected prioress in 2012 and 
re-elected for a second six-year term in 2018.

Sister Pam

Sister Pam Fletcher was born in Boston and 
moved to Tucson with her family when she was five. 
The abbey’s website describes her as “the kind of 
person who does everything well, Pam, our almost-
native Arizonan, is the great rescuer. From computer 
glitches to leaky plumbing to an exquisite voice as 
chantress in choir, to a cheerfully social disposition, 
our ‘tall Redhead’ is a gift of God to the needs of a 
monastic family.”

She grew up in a religious environment she de-
scribed as “Methodist and Lutheran,” and attended 
Claremont Colleges, a consortium of five undergrad-
uate schools in Claremont, California. She joined the 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship during her sopho-
more year, went on a retreat and decided to “give my 
life to Christ.”

“I didn’t really know what I wanted to do with my 
life” before the retreat, she recalled. She subsequent-
ly went to Japan on a mission but was disappointed 
that she could not win converts in a country where no 

God’s beauty found outside and inside Santa Rita Abbey

Sister Clare Renquin

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Mother Victoria Murray, prioress of Santa Rita Abbey, explains the detail in the hand-crafted tabernacle created by 
Trappistine Sister Esther Sawal that graces the chapel at Santa Rita Abbey in Sonoita. The work of Sister Esther, a 
nationally acclaimed artist, can be found throughout the abbey.

See BEAUTY on page 13
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Miguel Escalante isn’t Catholic, but 
he knew he had to come back to St. 
Rita’s.

He was one of about 50 descendants 
of ranch families assembled in the Vail 
church Sept. 7 to attend the Pioneer 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Edward J. 
Weisenburger in advance of the par-
ish’s 85th anniversary next March. 

Escalante, 86, lives in Tucson. 
He scanned the crowd before Mass 
to wave to friends and share stories 
with other old-timers whose pioneer 
families ranched in the area and sup-
ported the parish in its early years. His 
grandfather Miguel was one of three 
brothers to settle in the Rincon Valley 
after leaving Sonora, Mexico around 
1880. The elder Escalante  worked  
the ranches at the base of the Rincon 
Mountains. Miguel, the grandson, 
recalled having to come to Vail for 
school after the local Rincon School 
closed in 1947.

Miguel married in 1958, moving 
to Tucson. He entered the construc-
tion business and retired about six 
years ago. He came back to St. Rita’s 
at the invitation of J.J. Lamb, he 

said. Lamb, a local preservationist, 
was one of the driving forces behind 
“Voices of Vail,” a critically ac-
claimed local documentary about the 
history of the area. 

“We all went to school here in Vail,” 
Miguel said. “There are no cattle here 
now, just houses.”

He spots his sister, currently living 
in Phoenix, sitting a pew, and finds a 
seat with her for Mass. 

Earlier Sarah Hiteman, who grew up 
in the parish but moved away to raise 
a family, gave a quick tour of the old 
building. 

Hiteman talked about some of the 
capital needs. Projects include remov-
ing carpeting and restoring the flooring. 
The pews, which are original fixtures, 
also need to be restored. Alcoves had 
been treated with laminate over the 
years and that needs to be removed. 
Beams holding up the roof also need 

attention. The stained-glass windows 
needed cleaning and to have protective 
glass installed on the outside. Parts of 
the building could also use fresh paint. 

During a meditation she offered at 
the end of Mass, Hiteman told the story 
of returning annually on her birthday 
to attend Mass with her father, Fred 
Mayer Jr., and later sharing breakfast at 
a local diner. 

“He sat in the fourth row from the 
back, on the West side,” she recalled. 
Her dad died on July 25, 2018, at age 
87. In his memory, she made a dona-
tion to the parish and installed a plaque 
on the pew that read “In loving memo-
ry of Fred Mayer Jr.”

“He really would have enjoyed be-
ing here today,” she said.

The church was built through the 
benevolence of Caroline Takamine 
Beach. She dedicated it to the memory 
of her late, first husband, Jokichi Taka-
mine. He was a Japanese chemist who 
died in 1922; four years later, Caroline 
married Vail rancher Charles Beach.

Local historians say that Mrs. 
Beach, a Catholic convert as an adult, 
wanted a place for ranchers, miners 
and railroad workers to worship. In 
1927, she arranged for a Sunday Mass 
to be offered in the Vail schoolhouse, 
before purchasing and building on the 

current site. 
Among the artifacts in the church 

are stained glass windows, purchased 
by Mrs. Beach, that once hung in the 
First United Methodist Church in 
Tucson. Other artwork and statuary 
were donated by friends, and came 
from Germany, Italy and California. 
The altar was created from stone from 
the Santa Rita mountains. St Rita’s is 
believed to be the only US Catholic 
church dedicated to the memory of a 
Japanese citizen.

Between 1935-68, St. Rita’s was 
a mission served by Franciscans and 
diocesan priests from nearby parishes. 

It was elevated to parish status in 1968.
Population in Vail has exploded in 

the last two decades. Census figures 
in 2000 showed a population of 588; 
in 2010, the population was 10,208. 
No updates were available in 2016. To 
accommodate the growth, the parish 
erected a multipurpose building that is 
used as a church for weekend Masses. 
The shrine is used for 8 a.m. daily 
Mass and a 1 p.m. Spanish-language 
Sunday Mass. 

St. Rita’s was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2015.

Hiteman recalled a family story in-
volving Mayer and Mrs. Beach. Mayer 
had contract polio as a child, which left 
him with a disfigured right foot. Mrs. 
Beach arranged him to have surgery on 
it, which eventually gave him relief.

Father Martin Martinez, current pas-
tor, also spoke about the changes that 
have taken place in the building. He 
noted that only recently had he learned 
that lines for natural gas to provide 
lighting in the church still resided in the 
walls, although they were empty and 
had not been used for years. 

Father Martinez said he takes 
seriously his role in maintaining the 
upkeep of the building. “I feel I have 
the obligation and responsibility to 
safeguard the shrine.”

Editor’s note: To make a donation 
or to recount a historic story involv-
ing the church, call the parish at (520) 
762-9688.   

Pioneer families gather to honor St. Rita’s, Vail

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Miguel Escalante, Tucson, talks with his sister Mary, from Phoenix, Sept. 7 as both at-
tended a Mass at St. Rita’s, Vail, for pioneer families. The Escalante family came to the 
area almost 140 years ago.

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Sarah Hiteman, who grew up in St. Rita’s, Vail, and has returned to help the parish 
maintain its church buildings, visits with an longtime parishioner Sept. 7.

Population in Vail has exploded in the last two 
decades. Census figures in 2000 showed a population 

of 588; in 2010, the population was 10,208. 
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RESPITE continued from page 3

to infection and post-surgical problems due to lack 
of sanitation, clean bedding, wound care and insuf-
ficient nutrition.

Harmon said the model suggested closely fol-
lows what Sister O’Sullivan operates in Maricopa 
County, and  more than 90 other similar sites which 
operate around the country. 

The average length of stay in the Tucson center 
is expected to be 30-45 days, with about 350 pa-
tients a year. Yolanda Greene, executive director of 
CCS-Tucson, will oversee operations, which will 
be funded largely through insurance payments from 
state health insurers Arizona Complete Health, Ban-
ner Aetna and United Healthcare. Harmon said that 
financial models forecast that 80 percent of those 
receiving care will have Medicaid access through 
one of those programs. 

As many as 15 percent of the remaining 20 per-
cent of those referred to the facility will qualify for 

those programs upon admission, Harmon said.
The center will represent a cost savings from 

the current method of care, which usually involves 
repeated hospitalizations, she said. Harmon cited the 
example of a homeless woman coming into a local 
emergency room with an acute diabetic condition. 
Once stabilized, she is released with instructions 
to follow-up to adjust medication and check blood 
levels. However, the woman typically is living in a 
shelter or on the streets, and follow-up is unlikely 
to occur, leading to a more serious acute condition 
and a return to the emergency room. Besides deal-
ing with a patient with a more serious condition, 
the hospital will likely have to hold her longer to 
stabilize her and have difficulty locating a perma-
nent residence where outpatient treatment can be 
coordinated. 

Harmon said that follow-up services will be pro-
vided through the neighboring El Rio Health Center, 
a 50,000-square foot facility that opened in March 
2019. 

She also praised Rabbi Louchheim and other 
community and religious leaders for partnering with 
CCS on the respite center. While the facility will 
include a chapel, it will be multidenominational, not 
favoring one religion or religious belief in general.

Patients leaving the facility will be assessed and 
referred for permanent assisted housing based on a 
“vulnerability index,” Harmon said. Models predict 
nearly 85 percent of the respite center’s patients 
would qualify for housing assistance, she added.

The center also will accommodate pets, which 
many homeless adopt and care for, sometimes even 
better than themselves, Harmon said. “You find this 
more with older adults.”

To donate to the construction of the respite center, 
visit ccs-soaz.org/donate/form and note Respite 
Center in the Additional Comments box at the bot-
tom of the form. 

“Hold fast to the hope that lies before us. This 
we have as an anchor of the soul.” 

Heb 6:18-19
By MSGR. DOMENICO PINTI
Vicar for Life

The annual Respect Life Program is a year-
round, nationwide effort to help Catholics under-
stand, value and become engaged with building a 
culture that cherishes every human life.

It is essentially comprised of the efforts of 
leaders throughout the church to build a culture of 
life, including parish priests, staff and volunteers; 
ministry leaders; teachers and school administra-
tors; and diocesan leaders.

A new cycle begins each October (Respect 
Life Month) and continues through the following 

September. The 2019 observance of Respect Life 
Sunday is Oct. 6.

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops pro-
duces materials to assist in these efforts, which 
are available to purchase or for free download.

The topics this year include:
- “What to Do When a Friend is Considering 

Abortion,”
- “Seven Considerations While Navigating 

Infertility,”
- “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unex-

pectedly Expecting,”
- “Children as Commodities,”
- “An Adoption Love Story,”
- “Healing Within Marriage from an Abortion,”
- “Catholic Considerations for Our Earthly 

Passing,”
- “Advance Medical Directives: Planning for 

Your Future,”
- “Top Reasons to Oppose Assisted Suicide” 

and
- “How to Build A Culture of Life.”
This year’s Respect Life Program focuses on 

providing parish resources that are actionable and 
ready-to-go. The materials are designed to com-
plement existing parish life and manifest that the 
Gospel of Life is part of the fabric of the Gospel 
itself. This year’s materials put a renewed empha-
sis on integrating existing resources into the life 
of a parish, school or ministry.

Visit usccb.org/respectlife for downloadable 
versions, as well as many other free resources.

more than two percent of the popula-
tion considered themselves Christian. 

“I was a complete failure as a mis-
sionary,” Sister Pam said. However, it 
brought one reality to the fore. “I didn’t 
want a career ‘in God.’ I wanted a 
whole way of life.”

In 1986, she took an independent 
study on monastic life, and the first 
three texts she reviewed were the Rule 
of St. Benedict, and books by Trap-
pist Fathers Thomas Merton and Basil 
Pennington. Sister Pam admitted that 
she was floored by what she learned, 
especially because her Protestant roots 
came with a strong prejudice against 
Catholics. 

She drew closer to Catholicism after 
meeting an Irish Presentation sister and 
attending Mass at a local student center. 
After graduation, she moved to Tucson 

and found herself at Our Mother of 
Sorrows. There, she met Msgr. Thomas 
Cahalane, who identified her as “a 
Protestant girl who wants to become 
a nun,” Sister Pam recalled. She was 
brought into the faith during the 1987 
Easter vigil.

Along the way, she received as a gift 
a stained-glass butterfly, that came from 
Santa Rita. She visited the abbey for 
an extended retreat and met with Sister 
Beverly, the novice director, that fall. 

Sister Pam said her family – espe-
cially her mother – was aghast. They 
urged her to meet with the local Lu-
theran cleric, Pastor Greg, to quell her 
Catholic urges. They were unaware 
that he was going through his own 
self-examination and would convert 
and enter the Catholic presbyterate as 
Father Greg Adolf.

It was Father Adolf who was able to 
explain to her the Catholic practice of 

eucharistic adoration, and “When I told 
him that I think I want to be a Catholic 
nun, he didn’t fall off his chair,” Sister 
Pam said. 

Despite only having entered the faith 
in the spring, Sister Pam was accepted 
into the Trappistine formation pro-
gram on Sept. 14, 1987. Mother Cecile 
wanted to see how the new Catholic 
grew in her faith before accepting her, 
but others in the community had a dif-
ferent perspective on the pre-postulant.

“You have to look at the person and 
the call,” said Mother Victoria, looking 
back on Sister Pam’s journey. “What 
can we do to help her? It was like, 
‘Let’s see what God is doing here.’”

Although she had an uncle and aunt 
living in Phoenix, and they visited 
often, Sister Pam’s parents and siblings 
relocated, for various reasons, from 
Sierra Vista to places out of state in 
1988. Meanwhile, she moved through 

postulancy and into her novitiate, 
professing first vows in 1991. When 
her final vows came several years later, 
“half of Sierra Vista” attended, Sister 
Pam said. 

Santa Rita was established as a 
foundation in 1972, and Mother Cecile 
Jubinville was the first Mother Superi-
or. She became its first prioress in 1978 
and was re-elected to a second six-year 
term in 1984. She took the unusual step 
of returning to Wrentham in 1990. She 
died there Dec. 31, 2017.

Building projects included a small 
church and dormitory in 1973, fol-
lowed by a craft building for creating 
ceramics and glass art. In 1980, the 
bakery was added as the altar bread 
business continue to grow. A church 
expansion and dormitory were added 
later. A retreat house was added in 
1995. In 2018, work on a new family 
guest house was completed.

BEAUTY continued from page 11

Theme of Respect Life Month is ‘Christ our Hope in Every Season of Life’ 
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Fifth in a series

In the November 2018 pastoral 
letter against racism, “Open Wide 
Our Hearts,” the US bishops urge 
all Catholics to acknowledge “the 
scourge of racism” that still exists 
in our hearts, words, actions and 
institutions. Racism can be indi-
vidual, when persons fail to rec-
ognize certain groups as created in 
the image of God and equal in dig-
nity, or it can be systemic, where 
practices or policies treat certain 
groups of people unjustly. One 
area of systemic racism is unequal 
access to decent housing. 

Decent housing is a basic human 
right - deserved by all because of 
their dignity as being created in 
God’s image. Without decent, safe 
and affordable housing, all aspects 
of family life suffer, and a life of 
dignity is impossible. However, 
an affordable housing crisis is a 
current reality in the US, and for 
minorities, it has been a reality 
throughout the nation’s history. 

After the Civil War, the majority 
of freed slaves lived in the South, 
often in dilapidated shacks. Such 
housing was provided by white 
land owners to Black sharecrop-
pers who would work for free for 
the housing and a small portion 
of the crops. The workers did not 
own these dwellings and could 
be evicted from them at any time. 
With the Great Migration north in 
the beginning of the 20th century 
to seek employment and better 
lives, African Americans were 
crowded into low-income housing 

in cities like Chicago and Detroit 
in areas that increasingly became 
segregated. 

Later in the 20th century, Af-
rican Americans seeking hous-
ing were faced with private and 
governmental prejudice. Private 
homeowners, real estate agents 
and private developers (such as 
Bill Levitt of Levittown in Nassau 
County, Long Island, NY) could 
and would refuse to sell to Black 
citizens, so they were confined to 
segregated areas. The US Federal 
Housing Administration policies 
and programs in the 1930s-50s 

used strategies to deny mortgages, 
home loans and home ownership to 
Blacks. 

For example, the practice of 
“redlining” - actually drawing red 
lines on maps around predomi-
nately African-American neigh-
borhoods to indicate where banks 
could not get federal insurance 
for loans they made - ensured that 
banks denied all mortgage re-
quests from people in these areas. 
African-American World War II 
veterans were denied access to the 
low-rate mortgages available to 
white veterans under the GI Bill. 

As a part of the New Deal in the 
1930s, the US government built 
segregated public housing, first for 
low-income whites then for low-
income Blacks. With the housing 
boom after WWII, whites could 
leave public housing and buy low- 
and moderate-priced houses in the 
growing suburbs with new means 
of financing.

The new suburbs and new forms 
of mortgages were closed off for 
African Americans. They were of-
ten trapped in decaying older hous-
ing stock in certain urban areas or 
in the blocks of public housing, 
poorly designed and poorly main-
tained by the federal government. 

The Fair Housing Act of 1968 
required the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to take “affirmative” steps 
to end housing discrimination 
and promote integration. Five 
decades later, the federal hous-
ing discrimination ban has failed 
to end segregation and provide 
equal access to housing opportu-
nities for all, particularly African 
Americans. Today, many Latinos 
also face limited opportunities for 
decent housing; Native Americans 
on reservations continue to live in 
substandard housing. The plight 
of homelessness continues to be a 
major social problem, especially 
for minorities, who are a popula-
tion more vulnerable to eviction. 
The American Dream of owning 
decent homes to raise families in 
safety and dignity still remains 
a distant dream for many in this 
country.

Racism and housing: The fight over a basic human right

Pray with St. John Paul II 

“Lord God, our Father, you created the human being, 
man and woman, in your image and likeness, and 

you willed the diversity of peoples within the unity 
of the human family. At times, however, the equality 

of your sons and daughters has not been acknowl-
edged, and Christians have been guilty of attitudes 

of rejection and exclusion, consenting to acts of 
discrimination on the basis of racial and ethnic dif-

ference. Forgive us and grant us the grace to heal the 
wounds still present in your community on account 
of sin, so that we will all feel ourselves to be your 

sons and daughters.” 

(Universal Prayer on the Day of Pardon)

Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights 
reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without altera-
tion for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and 
include this notice. All photos © iStock Photo. Models used for illustrative 

purposes. This resource and many others are available at usccb.org/racism. 

Prayer from Pope John Paul II, Universal Prayer, March 12, 2000, copy-
right © 2000, Libreria Editrice Vaticana (LEV), Vatican City. Used with 

permission. All rights reserved.

 “The poverty experienced by many of these 
communities has its roots in racist policies that 
continue to impede the ability of people to find 
affordable housing, meaningful work, adequate 
education and social mobility.”

– US bishops, “Open Wide Our Hearts”
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Este es el quinto artículo de una 
serie de ocho

En la Carta pastoral contra el rac-
ismo de  noviembre de 2018, Abra-
mos nuestros corazones, los obispos 
católicos de los Estados Unidos 
instan a todos los católicos a recon-
ocer “el flagelo del racismo” que 
todavía existe en nuestros corazones, 
palabras, acciones e instituciones. El 
racismo puede ser individual, cuando 
las personas no reconocen a ciertos 
grupos como creados a imagen de 
Dios e iguales en dignidad, o puede 
ser sistémico, cuando las prácticas 
o políticas tratan a ciertos grupos de 
personas injustamente. Un área del 
racismo sistémico es la desigualdad 
de acceso a una vivienda decente. 

La vivienda decente es un derecho 
humano básico, merecido por todos 
debido a su dignidad de ser creados 
a imagen de Dios. Sin una vivienda 
decente, segura y asequible, todos los 
aspectos de la vida familiar sufren, 
y una vida digna es imposible. Sin 
embargo, una crisis de vivienda ase-
quible es una realidad actual en los 
Estados Unidos y, para las minorías, 
ha sido una realidad a lo largo de la 
historia de la nación. 

Después de la Guerra Civil, la gran 
mayoría de los esclavos liberados 
vivían en el Sur, a menudo en chozas 
deterioradas. Los propietarios de tier-
ras blancos daban dichas viviendas a 
los medieros negros que trabajaban 
gratis a cambio de la vivienda y una 
pequeña parte de las cosechas. Los 
trabajadores no eran dueños de estas 
casas y podían ser desalojados de 
ellas en cualquier momento. Con la 

Gran Migración hacia el norte a ini-
cios del siglo XX en busca de empleo 
y mejores condiciones de vida, los 
afroamericanos fueron hacinados en 
viviendas de bajo costo en ciudades 
como Chicago y Detroit, en áreas que 
cada vez más se volvieron segrega-
das. 

Más adelantado el siglo XX, los af-
roamericanos que buscaban vivienda 
se enfrentaron a prejuicios privados y 
gubernamentales. Los propietarios de 
viviendas privados, agentes inmobili-
arios y urbanizadores privados (como 
el fundador de Levittown) podían 
negarse, y se negaban, a vender a ciu-
dadanos negros, los cuales quedaban 
así confinados a áreas segregadas. 
Entre las décadas de 1930 y 1950 las 
políticas y programas de la Adminis-
tración Federal de Vivienda utilizaron 
estrategias para negar a los negros 

hipotecas, préstamos para vivi-
enda y propiedad de viviendas. Por 
ejemplo, la práctica de la línea roja 
(“redlining” en inglés) - el trazado de 
líneas rojas en los mapas alrededor 
de vecindarios predominantemente 
afroamericanos para indicar dónde no 
podían los bancos obtener seguro fed-
eral por los préstamos que otorgaran 
- aseguraba que los bancos denegaran 
todas las solicitudes de hipotecas de 
personas de estas áreas. A los vetera-
nos afroamericanos de la Segunda 
Guerra Mundial se les negó el acceso 
a hipotecas a bajas tasas disponibles 
para los veteranos blancos según la 
ley denominada GI Bill. 

El gobierno federal también 
construyó viviendas públicas seg-
regadas (como parte del New Deal 
en la década de 1930), primero para 
los blancos de bajos ingresos, luego 

para los negros de bajos ingresos. 
Con la bonanza inmobiliaria después 
de la Segunda Guerra Mundial, los 
blancos pudieron dejar las viviendas 
públicas y comprar casas a precios 
bajos y moderados en los crecientes 
suburbios con nuevos medios de 
financiamiento: tanto los nuevos sub-
urbios como las nuevas modalidades 
de hipoteca estaban cerradas para 
los afroamericanos. Estos a menudo 
quedaban atrapados en conjuntos de 
vivienda más antiguos y en deterioro 
en ciertas áreas urbanas o en bloques 
de viviendas públicas, mal diseñadas 
y mal mantenidas por el gobierno. 

La Ley de Vivienda Justa de 
1968 dispuso que el Departamento 
de Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano 
tomara medidas “afirmativas” para 
poner fin a la discriminación en la 
vivienda y promover la integración. 
Pero, después de cinco décadas, la 
prohibición federal de discriminación 
en la vivienda no ha logrado poner 
fin a la segregación y proporcionar un 
acceso equitativo a las oportunidades 
de vivienda para todos, especialmente 
para los afroamericanos. Hoy en día, 
muchos latinos también enfrentan 
oportunidades limitadas para una 
vivienda decente; los nativos ameri-
canos en las reservaciones continúan 
viviendo en viviendas precarias. La 
situación que atraviesan las perso-
nas sin techo sigue siendo un grave 
problema social, especialmente para 
las minorías, que son una población 
más vulnerable al desalojo. El Sueño 
Americano de poseer viviendas de-
centes para criar familias con seguri-
dad y dignidad todavía es un sueño 
lejano para muchos en este país.

“La pobreza experimentada por muchas de 
estas comunidades tiene sus raíces en políti-
cas racistas que continúan obstaculizando 
la capacidad de las personas para encontrar 
vivienda asequible, trabajo digno, educación 
adecuada y movilidad social”.  
– Obispos de los EE.UU., “Abramos nuestros 
corazones”

Oremos con San Juan Pablo II 

“Señor Dios, Padre nuestro, tú has creado al 
ser humano, hombre y mujer, a tu imagen y 
semejanza y has querido la diversidad de los 
pueblos en la unidad de la familia humana; 

sin embargo, a veces, la igualdad de tus hijos 
no ha sido reconocida, y los cristianos se han 

hecho culpables de actitudes de marginación 
y exclusión, permitiendo las discriminaciones 

a causa de la diversidad de raza o de etnia. 
Perdónanos y concédenos la gracia de poder 

curar las heridas todavía presentes en tu 
comunidad a causa del pecado, de modo que 

todos podamos sentirnos hijos tuyos”.  
(Oración universal en la Jornada del Perdón)

 
Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Todos los 

derechos reservados. Este texto puede reproducirse en su totalidad o en parte 
sin alteración para uso educativo sin fines de lucro, siempre que dichas reim-
presiones no se vendan e incluyan este aviso. Todas las fotos © iStock Photo. 

Modelos utilizados con fines ilustrativos. 

 
Este recurso y muchos otros están disponibles en usccb.org/racism. 

Oración tomada de Papa Juan Pablo II, Oración universal, 12 de marzo de 2000, 
copyright © 2000, Libreria Editrice Vaticana (LEV), Ciudad del Vaticano. Utilizada 

con permiso.  Todos los derechos reservados.

Abramos nuestros corazones: Racismo y vivienda
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La oración lleva a los fieles a la conversación y la amistad con Dios
Parte de una serie

Por MICHAEL BROWN
Director Editorial

¿Qué es la oración?
“En el caso de los niños pequeños, diría que 

elevan la mente y el corazón hacia Dios”, dijo el 
padre redentorista Paul Coury del Centro de Reno-
vación Redentorista de Tucson.

Le rezamos a Dios las oraciones que hemos 
aprendido de memoria. Yo lo hice la mayor parte 
de mi vida. Cuando ingresé en el seminario lo 
seguía haciendo. Por la noche, íbamos de san-
tuario en santuario. Le rezábamos a María. Le 
rezábamos a San Alfonso Liguori (fundador 
redentorista). Le rezábamos a Jesús. Le rezábamos 
a Dios».

“La gente se aferra a sus oraciones tradicionales 
porque son reconfortantes para ellos”, dijo.

Pero, ¿la oración no es más que eso?
“Jesús dice en el Evangelio, ‘ahora los llamo 

“amigos”, ustedes son mis amigos’”, añadió el 
padre Coury. “Tenemos que llegar a un punto de 
transición a una conciencia superior”.

Al tener una “amistad” con Jesús, la oración 
pasa un plano diferente, dijo. “Sta. Teresita dijo 
que la oración era una conversación con Dios, su 

amigo. Jesús es su amigo. La oración es experi-
mentar la presencia de Dios, la presencia de Jesús 
en su vida. ¿Cómo se experimenta eso? ¿Dónde se 
encuentra?”

Ese plano más elevado, o conversación más 
íntima con Dios, es la oración contemplativa, dijo 
el padre Coury; y puede llevar a las personas por 
distintos caminos, literal y figurativamente.

La oración memorizada, que abarca la oración 
sacramental, la ritual y la devocional, también 
conduce a las personas por varios caminos, pero a 
veces esos caminos llevan a callejones sin salida. 
“Esto sucede cuando las personas se dan cuenta 
de que van por un camino y el camino se vuelve 
vacío, y ya no les sirve. Se sienten secos, drena-
dos. Sienten que Dios ya nos les está hablando; 
sienten que su alma está sumida en una noche 
oscura”.

“¿Por qué Dios no 
está conmigo?”, es una 
pregunta común, dijo. 
“¿Por qué mi vida está 
atravesando tan malos 
momentos? No sé por 
qué. No lo entiendo”.

“Uno intenta 
decirles, ‘Las cosas 
pasan, pero algo más 
nace a la misma vez. 
Siempre surge algo 
más. Algo necesita 
atención en su vida’”, 
dijo el padre Coury. “Es una transición que necesi-
tan hacer para lograr una espiritualidad más co-
nectada. Deben conectar con Dios en su entorno. 
Jesucristo está aquí. Su presencia está aquí en el 
mundo que ven. ¿Cómo viven esto?”

Muchas personas - laicas y del clero - viajan al 
centro Redentorista para acercarse a esa experien-
cia.

“Hay una hermana que viene aquí todos los 
años”, dijo. “Se sienta afuera y escucha a las aves. 
Así es como ella siente la presencia de Dios”.

El padre Coury recordó una historia del monje 
Ver AMISTAD en pagina 17

“¿Por qué Dios no está conmigo?”, 
es una pregunta común, dijo. “¿Por 
qué mi vida está atravesando tan 
malos momentos? No sé por qué. 

No lo entiendo”.

Sta. Teresita
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Guía para la 
contemplación

La clave para la oración contemplativa exitosa es 
la práctica, dijo el padre Coury:

Procure crear prácticas espirituales breves para 
tener la oportunidad de sentir la presencia de Dios. 
Por ejemplo, si tiene cinco minutos sin niños, 
retírese a un  
cuarto. Tome una taza de 
café. Haga silencio. Incluso 
podría usar un cronómetro. 
Diga,  
“Durante cinco minutos 
voy a serenar mi mente y a 
sorber mi café en calma.” 
Si se me  
presenta una imagen y me encuentro pensando en 
cosas que voy a hacer, diré, “No, mi Señor; este es 
tu tiempo. Dejaré lo demás a un lado”.

Intente visualizar su mente como un río donde 
todos sus pensamientos fluyen río abajo. Usted sale 
del río. Sentado a la orilla del río, ve pasar todos 
sus pensamientos: “Hoy tengo que hacer la compra 
de comestibles; tengo tal cosa pendiente; tengo que 
llevar a reparar el auto”. Deje que todo corra mien-
tras usted permanece inmóvil. Si algo se sale del 
río, devuélvalo a la corriente. No altere su estado de 
quietud. Cinco minutos medidos.

Al pasar los cinco minutos, cuando oiga el timbre 
del cronómetro, pregúntese, “¿Qué tal fue esta 
experiencia para mí? ¿Sirvió? ¿Me ayudó en algo 
a sentir la presencia de Dios? ¿Me habló Dios en 
algún momento?”. 

Se trata de desarrollar intencionalmente una 
práctica espiritual de silencio para permitir que Dios 
le hable. Eso es la contemplación. La contemplación 
no es un éxtasis. Es hacer silencio y dejar que Dios 
lo conduzca a lo que Dios quiere hacer de usted.

trapista Thomas Mer-
ton. “Él dijo que todas 
las mañanas cuando 
salía antes del amanec-
er oía que las aves 
gañían, pero en el mo-
mento preciso en que 
salía el sol, al despuntar 
el día, se quedaban en 
silencio absoluto. Lu-
ego, al ascender el sol, 
las aves retomaban sus 
gañidos y sus trinos”.

“Él dijo que lo que 
sucede es que las aves 
se detienen por un 
segundo para recibir de 
Dios sus instrucciones 
para el día y luego se 
las comunican entre sí”.

El padre Coury lo 
definió como “una 
sensación de conexión, 
de sosiego, que dice, 
‘Señor, estoy aquí por 
10 minutos y este es tu 
tiempo; háblame’”.

“Al final de los 10 
minutos, pregúntese, 
‘¿Me dijo algo Dios?’ 
Dele a Dios una opor-
tunidad de dialogar con 
usted”.

Cada persona es dife-
rente y Dios le habla a 
cada una en momen-
tos diferentes. “No se 
puede planificar”, dijo. 
“Cuando las personas 
vienen a los retiros, 
al final, generalmente 
se encuentran en un 
plano más profundo de 
oración y conexión con 
Dios. Pero para cada 
persona eso se da en un 
momento diferente”. 

Algunas de ellas lo 
encuentran retirándose 
a un lugar tranquilo del 
desierto cercano, dijo el 
padre Coury.

“Van allí y se sientan 
en silencio para sentir 
a Dios. Ese sitio se 
convierte en su lugar de 
conexión”.

“Otra cosa que 
ocurre es que deciden 
desentenderse”, añadió. 
“Por lo general, los lai-
cos que vienen al centro 

son personas en tran-
sición. Están acostum-
bradas a que los llamen 
y los necesiten continu-
amente. Pero de pronto 
se dan cuenta de que 
nadie los está llamando. 
No los necesitan. No 
los buscan. Entonces, 

¿qué hacen? Se ponen 
a reflexionar sobre todo 
eso en silencio e inten-
tan hacer otras conex-
iones”.

Dios también les 
habla a las personas en 
sus sueños, dijo el pa-
dre Coury. “En nuestras 
escrituras hay muchas 
personas soñadoras. Pe-
dro dijo en Pentecostés: 
‘El Espíritu ha descen-
dido sobre nosotros’, y 
repitió las palabras de 
Joel ‘Los jóvenes verán 
visiones y los ancia-
nos soñarán sueños’. 
Volvemos al mundo 
interior en que Dios nos 
habla en ese plano”.

El padre Coury dijo 
que las personas tienen 
un “plano interior” 
donde reside Dios. No 
obstante, con el paso 
del tiempo, “ese lugar 

queda rodeado y sum-
ergido por la incesante 
actividad de la mente, 
que siempre está pen-
sando ‘tengo que hacer 
esto, tengo que hacer 
aquello’”.

“No le prestan 
atención al deseo de 

conversar con Dios. No 
tienen tiempo”, dijo. 
“Se han acumulado 
muchas capas encima. 
¿Cómo atravesar las 
capas que ocultan y 
obstruyen tanta riqueza 
espiritual para liberarla 
y dejarla fluir?”

Para entrar en 
oración contemplativa 
es necesario escuchar 
en silencio, dijo el 
padre Coury. “Las 
Escrituras no dicen, 
‘venid al desierto a 
hablarle a Dios’. Dicen, 
‘Venid al desierto y les 
hablaré al corazón’. La 
idea es permanecer en 
silencio, con el corazón 
abierto, para oír lo que 
Dios quiere decir”.

No todos necesitan 
de la oración contem-
plativa, dijo el padre 
Coury. “Cada quien 

tiene que encontrar su 
propio camino. Cuando 
vienen a un lugar como 
este (el Centro Reden-
torista), los animamos 
a emprender un camino 
sin caminos”.

“Estén presentes 
como son, y pídanle a 
Dios que se les manifi-
este en ese estado. Vean 
qué les dice Dios.

Por ejemplo, en los 
‘Ejercicios espiritu-
ales’, San Ignacio de 
Loyola dijo que leía 
las Escrituras, entraba 
en escena, hacía si-
lencio y dejaba que 
Dios le hablara allí. 
Dios le va a hablar a la 
persona según esta se 
haya presentado en ese 
momento y en virtud 
de cómo esté viviendo 
ese momento con Dios, 
con Jesús”, dijo. “Eso 
significa que usted debe 
permanecer quieto. 
Debe guardar silencio”.

El padre Coury dijo 
que la oración contem-
plativa es un asunto de 
preferencia personal. 
“El (cisterciense) Ab-
bot (Thomas) Keating 
dijo que no se puede 
hacer durante más de 
20 minutos. ‘He estado 
haciendo esto durante 
66 años, y permanecer 
en silencio es una lucha 
para mí. El cerebro no 
para, hay listas y tareas 
pendientes de todo tipo 
en la mente’, dijo, ‘20 
minutos es todo lo que 
puedo hacer’”.

AMISTAD de pagina 16
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Dios también les habla a las per-
sonas en sus sueños, dijo el padre 
Coury. “En nuestras escrituras hay 
muchas personas soñadoras. Pedro 
dijo en Pentecostés: ‘El Espíritu ha 
descendido sobre nosotros’, y repi-
tió las palabras de Joel ‘Los jóvenes 

verán visiones y los ancianos so-
ñarán sueños’. Volvemos al mundo 
interior en que Dios nos habla en 

ese plano”.
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Obispos: La iglesia debe buscar nuevos caminos en la región amazónica

Announcement from the Tribunal 
Office for the Diocese of Tucson
Nombre de la causa: LUNA-DURAN CRUZ; Número de la 
causa: 2017-0188M (Diócesis de Tucson, Arizona) notifi-
cación de proceso de nulidad. Por medio de esta citación 
pública se le hace conocer a Alvaro E. Duran Cruz que Maria 
del Pilar Villanes ha comenzado el proceso de nulidad del 
matrimonio que ustedes contrajeron. Por favor póngase en 
contacto con la Oficina del Tribunal dentro de un mes de la 
publicación de esta notificación. Todos aquellos que conoz-
can el domicilio actual de Alvaro E. Duran Cruz se les ruega 
que informe al Tribunal de la Diócesis de Tucson lo antes 
posible (520) 838-2514.

Por JUNNO AROCHO 
ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

CIUDAD DEL VATI-
CANO — El Sínodo de los 
Obispos sobre la Amazonía, 
ayudará a la Iglesia Católica 
a hacer sentir su presencia y 
para que su voz sea escucha-
da en una región que está 
peligrosamente aproximán-
dose a “un punto sin retroceso 
posible”, dijeron los secre-
tarios especiales del sínodo.

“Es un desafío enorme 
y permanente para la Igle-
sia Católica, lograr que los 
pueblos originarios de la 
Amazonía se sientan parte 
del sínodo y contribuyan al 
mismo con la luz de Cristo y 
la riqueza espiritual que brilla 
en sus culturas”, escribi-
eron el cardenal-designado 
Michael Czerny y el obispo 
David Martínez De Aguirre 
Guinea en un artículo publi-
cado el 12 de septiembre en 
el periódico jesuita La Civilta 
Cattolica.

El cardenal-designado 
Czerny, subsecretario de la 
Sección de Migrantes y Re-
fugiados del Dicasterio para 
el Servicio del Desarrollo 
Humano Integral, y el obispo 
Martínez, vicario apostólico 
de Puerto Maldonado, Perú, 

afirmaron que el sínodo se 
llevará a cabo en un momento 
cuando “tanto la vida natural 
como la humana están suf-
riendo una destrucción seria y 
quizás irreversible”.

El sínodo, programado del 
6 al 27 de octubre, se centrará 
en “la Amazonía: Nuevos 
caminos para la iglesia y para 
una ecología integral”.

La selva amazónica abarca 
un territorio perteneciente a 
nueve países de Sudamérica 
y ha experimentado una 
deforestación significativa, 
afectando negativamente a 
las poblaciones indígenas 
del área y conllevando a una 
pérdida de la biodiversidad.

Como secretarios espe-
ciales, el cardenal-designado 
Czerny y el obispo Martínez 
asistirán al cardenal Claudio 
Hummes de Brasil, relator 
general del sínodo, propor-
cionándole un bosquejo 
integral de la temática del 
sínodo al inicio de la reunión 
y resúmenes de los discursos 
de los miembros del sínodo 
antes de que comience la 
labor en propuestas concretas 
para el papa.

En el artículo, titulado 
“Por qué la Amazonía merece 
un sínodo”, los prelados 
dijeron que el sínodo para 

la Amazonía es un esfuerzo 
para implementar “Alabado 
Seas” (Laudato Si’) en este 
fundamental medioambiente 
natural y humano”.

Tanto como la encíclica 
Rerum Novarum de 1891 
del papa Leo XIII reconoció 
la explotación de los traba-
jadores en los días iniciales 
de la revolución industrial, las 
observaciones del papa Fran-
cisco sobre “la flagrante in-
equidad y cruel marginación” 
ocasionadas por la codicia 
financiera y consumista nos 
insta a “una nueva actitud ha-
cia la naturaleza y el medio-
ambiente social”.

“Esta nueva síntesis es una 
llamada de atención al mundo 
entero, a toda la humanidad”, 
escribieron. “Pero al mismo 
tiempo sugiere una nueva 
orientación socio-pastoral y 
dinámica para la iglesia, la 
cual debe comprender los 
retos que encaran los individ-
uos, familias y grupos dentro 
de estas varias dimensiones”.

No obstante, el cardenal-
designado Czerny y el obispo 
Martínez escribieron que la 
iglesia “no puede dar guía 
espiritual y cuidado pastoral 
si a la gente se le considera 
de un modo aislado - es decir, 
no integrados - de la forma en 

que viven y se desenvuelven 
en las condiciones naturales, 
económicas y sociales que 
enfrentan en la actualidad”.

Además, señalaron que la 
crisis que enfrenta la región 
no se limita solamente a 
los problemas medioambi-
entales como la contami-
nación, la privatización de 
bienes naturales y el contra-
bando.

“El mercantilismo, la 
secularización, la cultura 
del descarte y la idolatría al 
dinero” unidos a las cifras 
decrecientes de sacerdotes 
y religiosos “está poniendo 
en peligro la presencia de 
la Iglesia Católica entre 
los pueblos indígenas de la 

Amazonía”.
Tales retos - agregaron - 

requieren una respuesta que 
cambie de ser “un ministe-
rio de visitas a un ministerio 
de la presencia”.

“Esta es la razón por la 
cual, durante el sínodo de 
octubre, el mundo entero 
debe caminar con el pueblo 
de la Amazonía; no expan-
dir o desviar la agenda, sino 
ayudar al sínodo a hacer 
una diferencia”, escribieron 
los prelados. “La región 
amazónica es amplia y sus 
retos son inmensos. Si es 
destruida, las consecuen-
cias se sentirán en todo el 
mundo”.

Catholic Outlook foto por CNS 

El obispo David Martínez de Aguirre Guinea, vicario apostólico de Puerto Maldonado, Perú, conversa 
con un hombre de la comunidad indígena de Arazaire el 20 de febrero de 2018. El Sínodo de los Obis-
pos para el Amazonas tendrá lugar en un momento en que “tanto la vida humana como la natural está 
sufriendo una destrucción grave y tal vez irreversible”, dijo el obispo Martínez en un artículo del 12 de 
septiembre de 2019.

Catholic Outlook foto por CNS/Robert Duncan 

El padre jesuita Michael Czerny, subsecretario de la Sección Mi-
grantes y Refugiados del Dicasterio para el servicio del Desarrollo 
Humano Integral, fue uno de los 13 nuevos cardenales nombrados 
por el papa Francisco el 1 de septiembre. Aparece en esta foto de 
archivo del 10 de abril de 2017 en Roma.



CATHOLIC OUTLOOK  19OCTOBER 2019

Por MICHAEL BROWN
Director Editorial

Miguel Escalante no es católico, 
pero supo que tenía que regresar a Sta. 
Rita.

A los 86 años, Miguel vive en 
Tucson y fue uno de alrededor de 50 
descendientes de familias de ranche-
ros que se reunieron en la iglesia de 
Vail para participar en la Misa de los 
pioneros el 7 de septiembre. La Misa 
fue celebrada por el obispo Edward J. 
Weisenburger en anticipación al 85to 
aniversario de la parroquia el próximo 
mes de marzo. 

Esperando a que empezara la Misa, 
Miguel recorría la concurrencia con la 
mirada para saludar a sus amigos. Ese 
día, él compartió historias y recuerdos 
con viejos conocidos que apoyaron a 
la parroquia en sus comienzos. Miguel 
es nieto de uno de tres hermanos que 
se radicaron en el valle de Rincon al 
llegar de Sonora, México, alrededor 
de 1880. El abuelo de Miguel, que 
también se llamaba Miguel, era el 
mayor de los tres hermanos y tra-
bajó en haciendas situadas junto a las 
montañas Rincon. Miguel recuerda 
haber tenido que ir a la escuela de Vail 
tras el cierre de la escuela de Rincon 
en 1947. Se casó en 1958 y se mudó 
a Tucson, donde se dedicó al negocio 
de la construcción y se jubiló hace 
unos seis años. Nos dijo que volvió a 
Sta. Rita invitado por J.J. Lamb, un 
conservacionista local que fue uno de 
los propulsores de “Voces de Vail”, un 
aclamado documental sobre la historia 
de la zona. 

“Todos asistimos a la escuela aquí 
en Vail”, dijo Miguel. “Ya no hay 
ganado, solo casas”.

De pronto ve a su hermana, que 
ahora vive en Phoenix, en uno de los 
bancos y se sienta con ella para la 
Misa.

Sarah Hiteman, quien creció en el 
pueblo pero luego se mudó para for-
mar familia, ofreció una breve visita 
guiada por el viejo edificio antes de la 
Misa. 

Hiteman habló sobre algunas de las 
necesidades de capital de la pequeña 
iglesia, como quitar las alfombras y 
restaurar los pisos y los bancos a su 
forma original. Además, habría que 
remover los productos sintéticos que 
se aplicaron a las hornacinas y reparar 
las vigas que sostienen el techo. Las 

vidrieras de colores necesitan limp-
ieza y un vidrio protector instalado en 
el exterior; y convendría darles una 
mano de pintura a varias paredes. 

Durante una meditación que ofre-
ció al final de la Misa, Hiteman contó 
que ella volvía todos los años el día 
de su cumpleaños para ir a Misa con 
su padre, Fred Mayer Jr., y desayunar 
juntos en un restaurante local.

“Él se sentaba en el cuarto asiento 

a partir de atrás, en el lado oeste”, 
recordó. Cuando su padre falleció el 
25 de julio de 2018 a los 87 años, ella 
hizo una donación a la parroquia e 
instaló una placa en su memoria en 
ese banco: “In loving memory of Fred 
Mayer Jr.”

“A él le hubiese gustado mucho 
estar aquí hoy”, dijo Hiteman.

La iglesia fue edificada gracias a 
la generosidad de Caroline Takamine 
Beach, quien la dedicó a la memoria 
de su difunto primer esposo, Jokichi 
Takamine, un químico japonés que 

falleció en 1922. Cuatro años después, 
Caroline contrajo matrimonio con 
Charles Beach, un ranchero de Vail.

De acuerdo con los historiadores, 
la Sra. Beach, convertida al catoli-
cismo en su adultez, quería que los 
rancheros, mineros y empleados del 
ferrocarril tuviesen un lugar donde 
rendir culto. En 1927 ella coordinó 
una misa dominical en la escuela de 
Vail antes de comprar el terreno donde 
hoy se encuentra la iglesia y construir 
el edificio. 

Entre los artefactos notables de 
la iglesia se cuentan las vidrieras de 
colores, que la Sra. Beach compró de 
la Primera Iglesia Metodista Unida de 
Tucson. Otras decoraciones y estatuas 
fueron donadas por amigos, y llegaron 
desde Alemania, Italia y California. El 
altar fue creado con roca de las mon-
tañas Santa Rita. Se cree que esta es 
la única iglesia católica de los Estados 
Unidos dedicada a la memoria de un 
ciudadano japonés.

Entre 1953 y 1968 Sta. Rita fue una 
misión atendida por franciscanos y 

sacerdotes diocesanos de parroquias 
cercanas. En 1968 fue elevada al esta-
tus de parroquia.

En las dos últimas décadas, Vail 
ha experimentado una explosión 
demográfica. Las cifras del censo de 
2000 registran una población de 588 
habitantes, mientras que en 2010 se 
registró una población de 10.208. En 
respuesta a este aumento, la parroquia 
añadió un edificio multiuso que se 
utiliza como iglesia para las Misas de 
fin de semana. El santuario se usa para 
la Misa diaria de las 8 de la mañana y 
para la Misa dominical en español de 
la 1 de la tarde. 

Cabe señalar que el santuario de 
Sta. Rita figura en el Registro Nacio-
nal de Sitios Históricos desde 2015.

Hiteman nos relata una historia de 
su padre y la Sra. Beach. Cuando era 
niño, Mayer contrajo polio, y a raíz de 
esa enfermedad tenía un pie desfigura-
do. La Sra. Beach facilitó una cirugía 
que le hizo muy bien.

El padre Martín Martínez, párroco 
actual, habló de los cambios que ha 
experimentado el edificio. Señaló 
que hace poco se enteró de la exis-
tencia de unas tuberías de gas natural 
que probablemente se usaron para la 
iluminación de la iglesia y que todavía 
están entre las paredes, aunque hace 
años que no se les da uso. 

El padre Martínez dijo que toma 
muy en serio su rol de mantener el 
edificio. “Siento que tengo la oblig-
ación y la responsabilidad de proteger 
el santuario”.

Nota del editor: para hacer una 
donación o para compartir un relato 
histórico de esta iglesia, llame a la par-
roquia al (520) 762-9688.   

Familias pioneras se reúnen a hoanrar a Sta. Rita en Vail

Miguel Escalante
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New safe haven blessed
Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown

Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger blessed the new home of Casa 
Alitas at a former juvenile detention center in Tucson Sept. 13. The 
real blessings were the children and families finding a safe haven 
as they flee economic and political instability in South and Central 
America.


