
CatholiC outlook
c Newspaper of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Tucson d

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 7  |  V o l .  X I  |  N u m b e r  I I  |  d i o c e s e t u c s o n . o r g

Navigating 
Church law is 
priest’s labor 
of love — see page 3

Seminarians visit Yuma — see page 10

Papa Francisco ora por 
víctimas de atentados 

terroristas en Barcelona
— ver página 16
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YOU’RE INVITED!

NOV. 4
9AM - 4PM

SATURDAY HOTEL TUCSON CITY CENTER
475 N. Granada Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85701

For more information and to register
visit: tucsonmensconference.org

Presented
by:

Photo courtsey of http://i.imgur.com/sfaxV.jpg

Deacon Harold 
Burke-Sivers

Father Donald 
Calloway

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Bill Breen, chairman of the 
planning committee for the 2017 
Catholic Men’s Conference, 
said with a marketing approach, 
recognized international speakers 
and a better location, he was 
optimistic that as many as 500 will 
attend the Nov. 4 event.

The theme of the event is “Put 
Out into the Deep,” which comes 
from Luke 5:4, when Jesus told 
Peter to cast his nets into the sea. 
Despite a long unsuccessful night, 
Peter does so and fish fill his nets 
almost to breaking.

“We are hoping to get a better 
mix of ages, we want to attract 
younger men,” he said. “We are 
encouraging fathers to bring their 
sons and grandfathers to bring 
their grandsons.” 

That’s because one of the 
speakers, Marian Father Donald 
Calloway, has a compelling 

conversion story and will 
encourage young men present 
to consider a vocation to the 
priesthood. 

Those young men will be invited 
to attend a lunch with Bishop 
Gerald F. Kicanas and Vocations 
Director Father Jorge Farias 
Saucedo to discuss vocations.

The other main speaker will be 
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, from 
Portland, Ore., author of “Behold 
the Man: A Catholic Vision of Male 
Spirituality,” and who spoke in 
Philadelphia at the World Meeting 
of Families.

The deacon posted a message 
online asking interested men to 
attend. It can be viewed through 
a link on the conference’s website 
home page, tucsonmensconference.org. 

The site for the conference will 
be the Hotel Tucson City Center, 
475 N. Granada Ave., located at 
Exit 257 off Interstate 10. Breen 
said that feedback from previous 

events had suggested a more 
convenient, centralized location, 
instead of a local parish such as 
the former location at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish. 

Men can register online at 
tucsonmensconference.org. For 
more information, email Breen at 
bill.breen@gmail.com or call 
(520) 329-7744.

Organizer optimistic about 2017 men’s conference
Speakers with flair and a new more central location may suit new attendees

Books, art pieces and 
knick-knacks collected 
by Bishop Gerald F. 
Kicanas during his 
more than 50 years of 
ministry will be for sale 
Sunday, Sept. 10, from 7 
a.m.-2 p.m., in the South 
Placita at St. Augustine 
Cathedral, Tucson.

The public is invited 
to attend. Proceeds from 
the sale will benefit the 
construction of the new 
diocesan office building 
in Cathedral Square.

Collectible sale to benefit Cathedral Square

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Having received a permit from the city to move 
forward in construction of the new Diocesan 
Pastoral Center, a grader works to level the surface 
of the site, located next to St. Augustine Cathedral.
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

He doesn’t look like anyone 
special. Franciscan Father Arthur 
Espelage, 73, shows up for work four 
days a week in the diocesan Office 
of Canonical Affairs and reviews 
annulment case files at a modest desk 
facing a brick wall.

It’s been 10 years since he served 
as executive coordinator of the Canon 
Law Society of America, a post 
he held for three terms, including 
the tumult when the US bishops 
were considering, approving and 
implementing the “Charter for the 
Protection of Young People.”

It’s been almost 40 years since he 
met a young Franciscan seminarian, 
Manuel Viera, in St. Leonard Seminary 
in Centerville, Ohio. Father Viera 
subsequently was ordained, earned 
a degree in canon law and is now 
Judicial Vicar in the Diocese of 
Tucson, and Father Espelage’s boss.

It’s been more than 46 years since 
the death of Father Espelage’s great 
uncle, Bishop Bernard T. Espelage, 
the first bishop of the Diocese of 
Gallup. That’s not the only bishop 
in the family; another great uncle, 
Bishop Sylvester J. Espelage, was 
a vicar apostolic in the Diocese of 
Wuchang, China, before being killed 
during persecutions in the Sino-
Japanese War in 1940.

Both bishops also were Franciscans.
Monday through Thursday, Father 

Espelage spends his time in front of 
his computer viewing cases on screen 
and in their files, trying to make 
people’s lives better. 

A love of the law
Throughout his career, Father 

Espelage has professed a love for 
canon law. He even produced a video 
series that emphasizes “canon law is at 
the service of the people.”

Canon law needs to be “down among 
the people, to serve people, to help 
people” in difficult situations, he said. 

Some confusion results when 
people think canon law works the 
same way as civil law. Father Espelage 
noted that canon law is based on 

Roman law, whereas civil law is derived 
from English common law. The former 
seeks truth; the latter, justice. 

“In both, there’s a presumption of 
innocence until proven guilty,” he said.

In canon law, you look for moral 
certitude. In civil law, the standard is 
lower – beyond a reasonable doubt.

Because truth can be harder 
to obtain, ascertaining it can take 
more time. That’s especially true in 
applications for Decrees of Nullity - 
commonly known as annulments - in 
which, even when both parties are 
involved, he assumes he is reading true 
accurate statements - until something 
strikes him as odd or contrary.

“You have to presume people are 
telling you the truth, but sometimes, 
you keep your ears open,” he said. “It 
can get complicated.”

In an annulment proceeding, if 
one party is not willing to cooperate 
or can’t be located, it makes the truth 
harder to ascertain and an application’s 
adjudication more difficult. 

That’s when the example of Pope 
Francis should kick in, he said.

“Pope Francis has been a great 
model for all priests, especially for 
canon lawyers,” he said.

The impact of Amoris Laetitia “On 
Love in the Family”

Just before Pope Francis released 
the apostolic exhortation Amoris 
Laetitia in 2016, there was speculation 
that the pope would change the 
rules. Some thought he might allow 
Catholics who were divorced and 
remarried to be received back into the 
church under a streamlined or less 
restrictive annulment process. It led to 
a spike in applications for annulments.

After the document was released 
and there were no such changes in 
canon law, applications fell off.

Father Espelage said that what 
Amoris Laetitia really provided was 
a model of accompaniment - “the 
principle of accommodation” - that 
presented a clear path for priests to 
“accompany people (and assist them) 
to reach the truth.”

Amoris Laetitia allowed canon 

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

In the spring, Judicial Vicar 
Franciscan Father Manuel Viera got 
an email from Franciscan Father 
Arthur Espelage, his former teacher 
who had completed his term of 
service at St. Meinrad School of 
Theology in St. Meinrad, Ind.

Father Espelage, 73, told Father 
Viera he was available and wanted to 
know if he needed any help in Tucson.

“I told him yes, I could use the help, 
but I didn’t know if we had the resources 
to hire him,” Father Viera said. 

Father Viera met with Bishop 
Gerald F. Kicanas and they located 

the funding, with Father Espelage 
starting July 1.

Father Viera said that the diocese 
has about 250 annulment cases 
currently under review. Canon law, 
like civil law, requires judges and 
people known as advocates and 
defenders of the bond to present 
cases. Father Espelage was brought in 
as a third judge - Father John P. Lyons 
is the other judge - with the hope to 
reduce the backlog.

The time that a case requires from 
filing to judgment can vary widely 
depending on the circumstances, he 
said. Once submitted, some can be 
handled in a matter of minutes; others 

can take years. Besides serving as a 
judge, Father Viera also administers the 
Canonical Affairs Office, and is asked 
to consult with the bishop and others 
on canon law, leaving him less time to 
sit and pore over cases. He frequently 
brings cases home with him to try to 
keep up with the workload, he said.

Father Espelage was no novice, 
having taught canon law, and served 
three terms as executive coordinator 
for the Canon Law Society of America.  
He also was Father Viera’s teacher 
about canon law.

Father Viera said that Father 
Espelage is not required to work after 
his previous service and age, but “he’s 

doing it because he wants to do it.” 
While judges normally serve five-year 
terms, Father Espelage is not locked into 
any length of service, Father Viera said.

When asked if he and Father 
Espelage fall into a teacher-student 
relationship, Father Viera said they 
work well together as canonical 
colleagues. “Some cases I may have 
a problem with, he sees things right 
away, and vice versa.”

Any time they disagree, it’s just a 
function of their positions, not their 
personalities, he added, with a smile. 
“Anytime you get two judges in a room, 
you are going to get five opinions.”

u  STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 8

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Franciscan Fathers Manuel Viera and Arthur Espelage review a file in the diocesan 
Tribunal office. Father Espelage, who taught Father Viera canon law when the latter 
was in seminary, has accepted a position in the diocese to assist his former student.

Navigating Church law is priest’s labor of love
New addition to diocesan Tribunal brings understanding of canon law and people to work

Teacher asked if he was needed; student was happy to oblige
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6-8 Catholic Extension Mission Committee, San Jose, Cal.

9 9 a.m., Diocesan Pastoral Council
 Religious Convocation, Mass, Benedictine  
 Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Tucson

10 11 a.m., Mass, Youth Synod listening session, 
  St. Thomas More Newman Center, Tucson
 3 p.m., Mass, Movimiento Familiar Cristiano,  
 Sacred Heart, Tucson

12-14 Catholic Education Certification Meeting,  
 Washington, DC

14 7 p.m., Mass, Feast of the Holy Cross,  
 Santa Cruz Church, Tucson

15 7:30 a.m., Mass, Breakfast with Bishop,  
 Most Holy Trinity Parish, Tucson

16-17  Mass, 80th Anniversary,  
 Christ the King Church, Chicago

18 10 a.m., Presbyteral Council

20-21 Louisiana Priests’ Convocation, New Orleans

25 Catholic Schools’ Pastors, Principals,  
 Presidents Convocation, Doubletree Hotel, Tucson

26 7:30 a.m., Diocesan Finance Council, Archives

28 7:30 a.m., SM Review Board

29 5 p.m., Mass, 100th Anniversary,  
 Holy Angels Church, Globe

30 4 p.m., Mass, 100th Anniversary,  
 St. Patrick Church, Bisbee

Bishop’s Calendar — September 2017

Life and death of a humble 
Oklahoma priest show how all 
lives can be saint-like in service 
of others

Achieving sainthood may seem out of reach 
for ordinary people. Rarely do we hear about a 
modern-day saint who lived in our time, in our 
midst and whose immediate family still is living.

Stanley Rother was born in 1935 in Okarche, 
Okla., a farming town of 1,200 people. Father 
Rother, will be beatified at the Cox Convention 
Center in Oklahoma City. Planners expect more 
than 12,000 people at the beatification. 

Father Rother will be the first American-born 
man to be beatified, completing the last step 
toward canonization.

Father Rother’s story can inspire all of us. 
He was a farmer, tall, slightly-built and strong. 
He loved farming and serving Mass. After high 
school, he decided to go into the seminary but 
floundered with trying to learn Latin. He was 
astute in fixing things, yet struggled with his 
studies. He left the seminary, but his bishop did 
not give up on him. Instead, Rother transferred 
to another seminary and progressed enough to be 
ordained a priest in 1963. 

After serving in several parishes in his 
diocese, he asked to go to the diocesan mission 
in the Diocese of Sololá-Chimaltenango in 
Guatemala. He was assigned to the parish in 
Santiago Atitlan. Amazingly, this priest who had 
struggled over learning Latin, learned Spanish 
and then the Mayan language spoken by the 
Tz’utujil Indians who made up the majority of 

his parish. He flourished in this rural area that 
was plagued by intense poverty, malnutrition 
and many health issues.

Father Rother was revered by his people 
because he had become one with them. He stood 
by them, farmed with them, understood their 
struggles and identified with his people as any 
good shepherd is called to do. 

At the time Father Rother was working in 
Guatemala, the country was involved in a violent 
civil war. Many innocent people including 

parishioners and co-workers of Father Rother 
were being viciously killed. Father Rother 
himself was named on a hit list because the 
militants hated how effective he was in his 
service of the poor of the community. His 
people, the poor of area, trusted Father Rother 
and he spoke up for them.

While Father Rother was back at home in 
Oklahoma for a break, his family and friends 
tried to convince him not to go back. They told 
him it was too dangerous and they feared for his 
life. Father Rother’s response was, “a shepherd 
cannot run from the flock at the first sign of 
danger.” He returned to his beloved people.

Then, early on the morning of July 28, 1981, 
three masked men forced a young man to get 
them into the rectory. Father Rother was there 
and the assailants shot and killed him. Father 
Rother was 46 years old.

When the shepherd fell, his flock - now 
comprised of thousands of people - came together. 
The huge crowd paid tribute to this good and 
decent man in a silent vigil in the parish plaza. 

While Father Rother’s  body was brought to 
Oklahoma for burial, his heart was removed 
at the request of his Tz’utujil church members 
and was buried under the altar of the church he 
pastored in Santiago Atitlán, Sololá, Guatemala. 
And so, his heart stayed in the parish that he 
loved and treasured as his flock. 

I remember as a young priest hearing about 
Father Rother and being inspired by his heroism 
and courage. What a joy it is that he now is 
among the Blesseds of the Church, held up for us 
as a model we can imitate.

He accepted the gifts God had given him 
and used them to the fullest. He was not 
good at everything - none of us are - but he 
made a profound impact with those skills of 
understanding, hard work, innovation and 
tenacity on the people he served.

No matter our roles in this life -  priest, 
deacon, religious or lay person - we can imitate 
Father Rother’s zeal, his passion, his courage and 
his complete commitment. 

Like him, we can identify with those we are 
privileged to serve. We can stand with them 
and be their voice.

Faith in God, understanding 
and courage to do what is right 
can create change

CNS photo from Archdiocese of Oklahoma City archives

 Father Stanley Rother, a priest of the Oklahoma City 
Archdiocese who was brutally murdered in 1981 in the 
Guatemalan village where he ministered to the poor, 
is pictured in an undated photo. The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City announced the North American priest 
will be beatified Sept. 23 in Oklahoma.
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By FATHER RON OAKHAM, O. CARM
When I began as pastor of 

St. Cyril of Alexandria Parish 
in Tucson, I noticed that the 
church had several images of Our 
Lady. Each spoke of the evolving 
constituency of the parish. While 
I could appreciate the reflection 
of the various communities within 
the parish, I was concerned about 
several things. 

Although Pope John Paul II 
declared Our Lady of Guadalupe 
as Patroness of the Americas, 
most American Catholics 
don’t view “the Americas” as a 
community of North, Central and 
South America. 

Also, there is a new African 
community emerging in the 
parish, representing several 
countries, each with its own 
Marian patroness. We needed to 
include at least an image of Mary 
as an African woman - Our Lady 

of Africa - to portray our welcome 
of them and to foster their sense 
of belonging to this parish.

Finally, the Church’s directive 
in the “General Instruction on 
the Roman Missal” states: “There 
should usually be only one image 
of any given saint … provision 
should be made for the devotion 
of the entire community.”

After discussing this with the 
parish pastoral council, a vision 
evolved of a shrine dedicated 
to Mary, Mother of All Nations. 
While we may have various 
images of Mary already in the 
church, they could be gathered in 
one area, unified by this inclusive 
image of the Blessed Mother.

This led us to develop an image 
of Mary extending her cloak over 
a group of persons. We wanted 
the image to reflect people of 
different nations and nationalities. 

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

After 25 years, there’s a changing of 
the guard at Magnificat, the women’s 
charismatic Marian prayer and 
support group.

Elizabeth Celenza, a founding 
member and coordinator of 
Magnificat, announced last year 
that she was retiring from ministry 
leadership of the 50-member group, 
which gathers for breakfasts four 
times a year and holds an annual fall 
banquet and spring tea. 

The national Magnificat movement 
started in New Orleans in 1981 as a 
way for women to deepen their faith 
within a charismatic renewal tradition. 
Ten years later, diocesan Charismatic 
Renewal Coordinator Helen Fortuna 
encouraged Celenza, who had been 
pushing for a diocesan chapter of 
Magnificat, to move forward on 
laying the groundwork for the group. 
In 1992, with the approval of then-
Bishop Manuel D. Moreno, the Tucson 
chapter became the 18th chartered 
group in the nation.

Looking back, Celenza said, she was 

proud of the national speakers that the 
group had drawn to Tucson, including 
American Life League President 
Judie Brown, Claretian Father John 
Hampsch and author Ursula “Auntie 
Babsie” Bleasdell.

Celenza credits the priests who 
served as spiritual advisors for the 
group, including Fathers Roland 
Bedard and Gerald Myers and current 
advisor Trinitarian Father Abram 
Dono. She said she also was grateful 

to Father Robert G. Tamminga, pastor 
of St. Francis de Sales Parish, Tucson, 
where the group often meets.

Gloria Roberts, one of the 
founders of the women’s retreat 
group Vine of Grace, will be stepping 
in to replace Celenza.

Roberts had stepped back from 
the retreat ministry and was looking 
to try something new when she was 
approached by Celenza. Roberts had 
spoken several times to Magnificat 

members during their quarterly 
breakfasts, including most recently 
in August. She also currently 
leads the diocesan committee on 
Charismatic Renewal. 

Roberts said her goal for Magnificat 
was to integrate social media into 
its marketing efforts and to increase 
membership, especially among 
women ages 30-50.

She said she hopes to reach out to 
women who may have stopped going 
to church and show them how the 
Church can still play an important 
and relevant role in their lives. 
Roberts said she also is thinking about 
providing opportunities for members 
to perform outreach, including visiting 
local nursing homes. 

Celenza said that she is excited to 
see the new leadership taking over, 
and will remain active in the group, 
but only as a member.  She said she 
has no intention of taking on any 
leadership roles, but will help any 
way she can, if needed. “I will stay 
involved as long as the Lord asks me 
to stay,” she said.

u  STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 20

Magnificat coordinator passing leadership torch after 25 years

St. Cyril’s dedicates shrine  
to Mary, Mother of All Nations

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Elizabeth Celenza and Gloria Roberts
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DIOCESAN EVENTS

Arizona Rosary Celebration set for Oct. 20-21
Friday, Oct. 20, 6-7 p.m., St. Mark Church,  

2727 W. Tangerine Rd., Oro Valley
Saturday, Oct. 21, 10 a.m-12:15 p.m., St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Church, 8650 N. Shannon Rd., Tucson
The event begins Oct. 20 with a Holy Hour, 

led by retired Las Cruces, NM, Bishop Ricardo 
Ramirez, at St. Mark’s, sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus’ Our Lady of the Rosary Council. 
It will be followed by a dinner in the parish hall, 
where Bishop Ramirez will speak. Contact the 
parish for dinner tickets.

The celebration the next day will be held at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton with a musical introduction 
beginning at 9:40 a.m. At 10, there will be 
an entrance procession and Bishop Gerald F. 
Kicanas will offer opening remarks. Bishop 
Ramirez will provide the keynote, followed 
by adoration, the rosary and Benediction. A 
reception will follow. There is also a poster 
contest for all students in grades K-8, on the 
theme “Praying with My Family before Our 
Lady of Fatima.” Entries must be submitted by 
Oct. 21 to Sam Kiser at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Church, 8650 N. Shannon Rd., Tucson, 85742. 
For questions or more information, call Kiser at 
(520) 820-5808 or email samuel@kisers.net; or 
call Karen McEwen at (520) 219-7615 or email 
kmcewen@seastucson.org.

COCHISE VICARIATE

St. Patrick Parish celebrates centennial
Saturday, Sept. 30-Sunday, Oct. 1, St. Patrick 

Parish, 100 Quality Hill, Bisbee
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas will be the main celebrant 

at the special centennial 4 p.m. Mass, beginning with 
a choir and musical prelude at 3:30 p.m. A reception 
will follow in the parish hall. The bishop will preside 
at a 10 a.m. Mass the next day, which will feature a 
mariachi choir and a reception to follow in the parish 
hall. For more information, visit stpatsbisbee.com.

PIMA CENTRAL VICARIATE

Annual Magnificat fest to honor Celenza
Saturday, Sept. 30, 6 p.m., St. Francis de Sales 

Parish Hall, 1375 S. Camino Seco, Tucson
The 25th Anniversary Magnificat Dinner will 

honor retiring Coordinator Elizabeth Celenza. 
For tickets and more information, call Gloria 
Roberts at (520) 296-1134.

St. Ambrose School holds Annual Fiesta
Friday-Saturday, Oct. 13, 4-10 p.m. Oct. 14, 
noon-10 p.m., St. Ambrose Catholic School,  

300 S. Tucson Blvd., Tucson
A carnival will also run, Thursday-Sunday, 

Oct. 12-15. For more information, call the school 
office at (520) 882-8678, or email mgamas@
stambrosetucson.org.

PIMA EAST VICARIATE

St. Pius X Knights sponsor breakfast
Sunday, Sept. 3, 7-11 a.m., Arizona Room, St. Pius 

X Parish, 1800 N. Camino Pio Decimo, Tucson
The Knights of Columbus begin their regular 

community breakfast on the first Sunday of each 
month (excluding December and April), featuring 
pancakes and sausage patties or scrambled eggs, 
sausage, hash browns and toast. Coffee, tea and 
juice are included. For more information, email Bob 
Messenger at rmessen22@cox.net. 

St. Cyril’s offers support for newly married
Saturday, Oct. 21, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Guadalupe Room, 

St. Cyril of Alexandria Parish, 4725 E. Pima St., Tucson
Newly-married couples in their first three years are 

invited to a “post-Cana” gathering with socialization, 
prayer, faith formation, marital enrichment and a potluck 
lunch on a quarterly basis. For further information, call 
Steve LeGendre at the parish office at (520) 795-1633.

PIMA NORTH VICARIATE

Santa Catalina to study Matthew’s Gospel
Fridays beginning Sept. 1 through July 2018, 

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Mesquite Room, Santa 
Catalina Church, 14380 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson

This 24-part Bible study, featuring Jeff Cavins, will 
focus on Jesus as the Messiah fulfilling the promises 
and prophecies of the Old Testament, and much 
more. Please register online at study.ascensionpress.
com using zip code 85739. The Bible study workbook 
is available online at time of registration. For more 
information, call Stacy at (520) 825-9611, ext. 
105 or visit the Events section at facebook.com/
SantaCatalinaCatholicChurch.

St. Mark’s offers RCIA for adults
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m., beginning Sept. 6, St. 

Mark Parish, 2727 W. Tangerine Rd., Oro Valley
The RCIA program is open to baptized Christians 

of another faith tradition or those seeking baptism 
and full communion with the Catholic Church. 

Mexican Independence Day Dinner
Saturday, Sept. 16, 5-8 p.m., Santa Catalina 

Parish Hall, 14380 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson
The parish’s Hispanic Ministry is hosting a traditional 

Mexican dinner with live mariachi music. Tickets can 
be purchased in the parish office. Dinner includes beef 
or chicken, beans and rice, a beverage and dessert. 
Margaritas and beer can be purchased separately. For 
more information, please call (520) 825-9611.

52nd Annual Fiesta at St. Odilia’s
Friday-Saturday, Oct. 6, 5-9 p.m. - Oct. 7, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., 

St. Odilia Parish, 7570 N. Paseo Del Norte, Oro Valley
The annual event includes a multicultural food court, 

children’s activities, live entertainment, a raffle and silent 
auction. For more information, call Chuck Paterniti at 
(520) 297-7271 or visit facebook.com/StOdiliaFiesta.

Spaces available on fall Kino Mission Tour
Wednesday-Friday, Oct. 18-20

Fathers John Arnold and Gregory Adolf and 
local expert Michael Brescia will retrace the 
steps of Jesuit missionary Father Eusebio Kino 
and the missionaries who followed him through 
the region. Mass is offered every day. For 
information, call Monica Young at (520) 621-6278 
or email mzyoung@email.arizona.edu.

PIMA SOUTH VICARIATE

Fiesta at St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 23, 4-9 p.m.-Sept. 24, 
11 a.m.-9 p.m., St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 

Parish, 801 N. Grande Ave., Tucson
The event will feature live music, dancing, 

games, prizes, a raffle and food. 

Fatima statue to visit St. Gianna
Wednesday, Oct. 4, St. Gianna Oratory/Holy 

Family Parish, 338 W. University Blvd., Tucson
The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of 

Our Lady of Fatima tour will stop at St. Gianna’s, 
beginning at 8 a.m., with an entrance procession 
and crowning, and concluding with a 6 p.m. 
High Mass and social. The day will also include 
a talk by the statue custodian, the recitation 
of the rosary, adoration, Reconciliation and 
consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
For more information, call Institute of Christ 
the King High Priest Brother Matthew O’Hora at 
(520) 883-4360.

PIMA WEST VICARIATE

St. Kateri celebrates parish festival
Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 9, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.-

Sept. 10, noon-8 p.m., El Señor de los Milagros 
Mission, 3410 S. 16th Ave., Tucson

St. Kateri Tekakwitha will celebrate its 26th 
Annual Parish Festival with live entertainment, food, 
children’s games and a raffle. For more information, 
call the parish office at (520) 622-5363. 

YUMA-LA PAZ VICARIATE

St. Francis of Assisi celebrates feast day
Saturday, Sept. 30-Sunday, Oct. 1., St. Francis 

of Assisi Parish, 1815 S. 8th Ave., Yuma
To honor St. Francis of Assisi’s Oct. 4 feast 

day, the Yuma parish’s celebration will include 
Father Emilio Chapa blessing animals in front 
of the church Sept. 30 at 10 a.m., followed by 
the annual dinner and dance at 7 p.m., featuring 
door prizes and a silent auction. Tickets for 
that event are available after Mass and in the 
parish office. The annual fiesta will be held Oct. 1, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. and include food booths, activities, 
games, dancing and live performances. For more 
information, call the parish at (928) 782-1875 or 
visit stfrancisyuma.com.
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(520) 209-7400 | (877) 879-3156 Toll-Free 

4380 N. Campbell Avenue, Suite 201 | Tucson, Arizona 85718 
palazzob@stifel.com | www.stifel.com 

Ben Palazzo

Celebrating 31 years

Stocks | Bonds | Mutual Funds  
Annuities | CDs | Money Market Funds | IRAs  

IRA Rollovers | Retirement Plans | UITs   
Cash Management | Financial Planning
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Pancake House
Family Restaurant

2532 S. KOLB • 747-7536

Lunch Specials $ 5.95

Open Mon-Sat
6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sun 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Serving Tucson

32 years

Mon Chicken Taco Salad
Tues Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce 
 & Garlic Bread
Wed Steak Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Thurs Chicken & Beans Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Fri Lasagna w/Garlic Bread

Monday - Friday $2.79
Not valid on holidays

Menudo Sat-Sun $6.79Breakfast 
Special 

Holy Hope Catholic Cemetery in Tucson, Arizona
Section 8 North  

(close to office and under big tree for shade)

Row 7, Graves 8, 9, 11
Individual Price: $3,800 ea.
Price for all three: $11,250
Seller will pay transfer fee

For more information or inquiries contact:  
Rose Vega cell: (520) 240-2986

or email: Toulakat60@gmail.com  
or barcelo54@aol.com

Grave plots for sale . . .  
in prime location facing Prince Road
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lawyers to employ a “pastoral 
application” of canon law, to take 
advantage of opportunities beyond a 
strict legal understanding.

“Pope Francis is trying to tell us 
to wait a minute,” he added. Canon 
lawyers should try to find a way to 
help the applicants grow in their 
knowledge and appreciation of the 
faith, and to understand that the 
Church is here to help them.

Borrowing from a line from Mark’s 
Gospel citing Jesus’ understanding of 
Sabbath observance, Father Espelage 
said, “Man was not made to serve 
canon law; canon law was made to 
serve man.”

‘Each situation is unique’
Father Espelage said he reviews 

between 200-300 cases a year. Canon 
lawyers, judges, advocates and 
defenders work hard to reach the 
canonical requirements of truth.

Still, there are about 20 
applications each year for which 
an annulment cannot be granted. 
Some of those applications are 
withdrawn by petitioners. 

“Each situation is unique,” Father 
Espelage simply said. In the end, the 
decision to push forward or hold 
back belongs to the petitioner. “The 
person has to be faithful to their 
conscience,” he said.

Father Espelage said he will 
lay out the options available to an 
applicant, but not sugarcoat nor 
dilute the process. He will never 
use canon law to reprimand the 
applicant, either. “I’ve never been a 
priest who has thrown rocks at other 
people’s picture windows.”

Father Espelage acknowledged 
that his view on canon law 
has changed over the years. 
“Experience has introduced me to 
the many variables in life.”

He said he hears the critics who 
say the church is too generous 
with annulments. “People think we 
rush to judgment.”

Father Espelage acknowledged that 
he personally has trouble reviewing 
cases in which domestic or child abuse 
is involved. “Those affect me,” he said. 
Sometimes he has to get up from his 
desk and walk around the block before 
sitting back down to continue. 

One of the more common grounds 
for granting decrees of nullity is called 
a “simulation of consent,” Father 

Espelage said. People who exchange 
vows may not fully appreciate that to 
which they are consenting. Whether it 
involves bearing and raising children, 
or living in fidelity, those lapses -  and 
insufficient consents - usually “show 
up in behavior,” he said.

Annulments can give people a sense 
of ownership of a failed marriage, and 
accompany them to a greater sense 
of accepting their own responsibility, 
Father Espelage said. Sometime 
petitioners want the opposite. “Some 
want the church to tell them that they 
were not responsible.”

For most, he said, “the world is grey 
and they just want clarity.”

Keys to a successful marriage
Father Espelage said there are three 

elements to making a marriage work. 
First, there’s self-revelation, in which 
a person is completely honest with 
oneself, good and bad. “It’s what goes 
on behind closed eyelids.”

Second, it is communicating that to 
the other person in a relationship and 
creating an “understanding couple.”

The last step is love, said Father 
Espelage, but not love as it may 
be understood in contemporary 
culture. “It’s about sacrifice, about 
putting the good of your spouse 
before everything else.”

A misconception that needs to 
be addressed is confusion between 
marriage and a common life, Father 
Espelage said. A common life might 
mean sharing the same home, bank 
accounts and even having children. 
However, a common life doesn’t take 
into account what should happen as 
people or circumstances change. 

“Sometimes people make the 
mistake and confuse a common life 
with marriage,” he said. 

Another problem is that fewer 
people – even Catholics – are 
seeking out the church for a 
sacramental marriage. They see 
marriage as a private affair and not 
as a key building block in growing, 
extended community. 

While his Franciscan superiors can 
move him wherever they think he can 
serve best, he said he is enjoying life 
in Tucson and living in the Franciscan 
community at San Xavier Mission. 
“They are a great bunch of guys.”

“Every day is new to me,” Father 
Espelage added, “but you go wherever 
you are needed.”

FATHER ESPELAGE
continued from page 3
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Angela Schneider is driven 
to meet the needs of young 
children and as president of The 
Christ Child Society of Tucson, 
she’s inviting others with the 
same desire to join. 

“I have a passion for serving 
young children, for building 
children’s literacy and for giving 
them the best start they can,” 
Schneider said July 25.

Schneider visited with 
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas and 
received his blessing to bring 
the message and mission 
of the society to parishes 
throughout the Diocese. 

In 2016, the society served 
more than 1,500 children.

Installed as president of 
the society in May of 2016, 
Schneider first learned of the 
organization following her 
hire as director of Reachout 
Pregnancy Center (now 
called Reachout Women’s 
Center) in August of 2009. 
Before that, she was involved 
in pro-life activities at St. 
Mark’s, Oro Valley, and as 
a Reachout volunteer in its 
clothing bank and as a client 
advocate. She moved to Tucson 
from Chicago, where she was 
treasurer of the archdiocesan 
Cursillo movement.

The Christ Child Tucson 
chapter was formed in 1971 by 
former national president Natalie 
Brown, incorporated in 1972 and 
chartered in 1974.

Schneider said she was asked 
to serve on the Christ Child 
board in 2011.

During her current two-
year term, Schneider said, 
she hopes to increase local 
membership, currently about 
35, to more than 100.

Schneider’s long-term 
goals are to expand services 
to youths in disadvantaged 
Catholic schools, a course that 
the society has integrated into 
its core values since its national 
founding by Servant of God 
Mary Virginia Merrick in 1887.

Even before being elected 

president, Schneider was out 
promoting the society. In 2016, 
she made a “pulpit pitch” at St. 
Mark’s. Similar outreach has been 
done at Santa Catalina and Our 
Lady of the Desert.

These “pitches” aim to 
attract members, but also 
to seek donations for the 
traditional layette program, a 
nutrition assistance program 
at San Xavier Mission School, 
distribution of new or gently 
used books to promote literacy, 
and a new program called 
“Make a Difference: Read 
to Me,” bringing volunteer 
readers to San Xavier and Santa 
Cruz Catholic schools. 

The society teams up with 
local child entertainer “Mr. 
Nature” to make school visits fun 
and productive, Schneider said.

Currently, six members 
attend those two schools 
once a week and read to 
some students, but with more 
volunteers, students in other 
grade levels could receive the 
service, Schneider said.

“We will be featured in 
the National Christ Child 
Newsletter about the New 
Literacy Program we have 
started at San Xavier School and 
how we plan to make it grow in 
the years to come,” she wrote. 

News about the society 

has been spreading. In April, 
students at St. Augustine High 
School conducted a layette 
donation drive that filled two 
playpens. 

Reachout is a major 
beneficiary of the Christ Child 
Society, but not the only one. 
Layettes are also provided to 
women at Tucson Medical 
Center, women’s centers, 
Interfaith Community Services, 
Diamond’s Children’s Hospital, 
Pima County Nurses, Marana 
High School’s Teenage Parent 
Program and Casa de los Niños.

There are monthly meetings 
to relay the latest needs, collect 
donations, receive reports and 
keep members informed on 
upcoming events. 

It runs two annual 
fundraisers. There is a fall event 
– a fashion show, card party 
or similar event – and a spring 
dinner-theater evening at the 
Gaslight Theatre in Oro Valley.

She hoped more supporters 
and members will attend the 
society’s fall event “Chair-ity,” 
which features a silent auction 
for “specialty chairs” – such as 
rocking chairs, kitchen chairs, 
children’s chairs, computer 
chairs, recliners, car seats, 
bar stools – with respective 
themed accessories.

Christ Child Society seeks support, volunteers

Did you know?
Saint candidate founded 
national movement

The Christ Child Society was founded 
in 1887 in Washington by Mary Virginia 
Merrick to serve children in need. 

She was born Nov. 2, 1866, to Richard and 
Nannie Merrick, a descendent of the Calverts, 
one of Maryland’s founding families.

Paralyzed after an injury caused by a 
fall as a teenager, Merrick learned of a 
destitute woman whose child was due at 
Christmas. Despite her condition, she and 
some friends created a layette – clothes, 
a blanket and other items needed by 
newborns. That act led to the formation 
of the National Christ Child Society, 
which today assembles and distributes 
more than 22,000 layettes each year. 

The Christ Child Society today 
includes more than 6,000 members in 44 
chapters. The society also was behind the 
formation of the first Catholic Charities 
organization, and later, the United Way. 

The group’s mission statement is a 
quote by its foundress: “Nothing is ever 
too much to do for a child.”

Merrick died in 1955 at age 88.
In 2003, she was declared a “Servant of 

God,” which acknowledges a Catholic who 
was “heroic in virtue,” and an early step 
in a cause for sainthood.

In 2011, Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl 
of Washington opened her cause for 
canonization.

Photo courtesy of maryvirginiamerrick.org

Mary V. Merrick, in an undated photo

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of Angela Schneider

Leaders of the Christ Child Society stand amid donations at Santa Catalina 
Parish, Tucson, during weekend Masses July 29-30. The group accepted 
donations and tried to raise awareness to boost membership.
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Thirteen diocesan 
seminarians 
attend their annual 
convocation held in 
Yuma for the first time

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

YUMA — Thirteen diocesan 
seminarians spent two-and-a-half 
packed days getting lessons on the 
church’s social teaching and ministry, 
parish life and the plight of migrants 
and farmworkers during the annual 
Seminarian Convocation Aug. 8-10.

It marked the first time that the 
convocation was held in Yuma, 
providing a unique perspective on 
some topics – such as the way of life 
for farmworkers – while maintaining 
a strong social ministry base in 
visits to various sites run in part by 
Catholic Community Services.

The visit that may have had 
the greatest impact was the one 
to St. Joseph the Worker Parish 
in Wellton, a community about 
30 miles outside of Yuma. There, 
the seminarians, whose ages 
ranged from 23-50 and whose 
educations vary from pre-theology 
to the transitional diaconate, heard 

from dozens of parishioners and 
members of nearby parishes.

The comments from former 
farmworkers and members of the 
ministry group Pastoral Campesino 
were nearly all delivered to the 
seminarians in Spanish, and 
translated for English-speakers 
by Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas and 
Vocations Director for Recruitment 
Father Jorge Farias Saucedo. 

The speakers identified three 
character traits needed by future 
priests coming to this community: 
The priests must be hardworking; 
they must go to the people, even 
accompanying them into the fields; 

and they must be holy.
The convocation started before 

dawn Aug. 8 with the seminarians 
boarding a van at St. Augustine 
Cathedral for the four-hour drive 
to Yuma. Besides the bishop and 
Father Farias, Msgr. Albert Schifano, 
vicar general and vocations director 
for seminarians, also made the trip. 

The first stop was the Northend 
Community Center, where CCS 
serves breakfast, sponsors morning 
activities and serves lunch to 
seniors. The seminarians received 
briefings before and after lunch to 
understand the general needs of 
seniors attending the program.   

Seminarians visit Yuma ministries and programs

Seminarians paused for a photo at the Northend 
Community Center in Yuma Aug. 8. Catholic Community 
Services provides breakfast, morning programming 
and lunch for seniors who attend the center. In a 
group photo at left, back row from left are Roberto 
Villablanca Jr., transitional Deacon John Gonzales, Jesus 
Gomez, Richard Rivera, CCS Senior Nutrition Program 
Coordinator Mary McClendon, Msgr. Albert Schifano, 
Joseph Schaaf and Dennis Marcos. Front row from left 
are transitional Deacon Tom Quirk, Charles Nagore and 
Abundio Colazo-Lopez. Below left, seminarian Luis 
Pablo Ochoa-Escarrega visits with a center senior. 
Below, Foothill Packing Area General Manager Tony 
Tew, center, shows seminarians how dates are cared for 
at an orchard in Bard, Calif., during an Aug. 9 visit.

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown
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The seminarians next visited Safe 
House, a program that protects and 
provides for people who are victims 
of domestic violence and abuse. 

They next visited Daybreak, an 
adult day care facility, and joined 
seniors and staff in a daily musical 
exercise class. Some partnered 
with senior attendees using 
maracas; several others kept beat 
by playing bongo drums. 

Before leaving, the seminarians 
performed “Amazing Grace” a cappella. 

At a meeting at Immaculate 
Conception Parish back in Yuma, 
the seminarians met the priests and 
deacons of the area. Those leaders 

described the wide variety of 
ministries provided by area parishes. 
That was followed by evening prayer 
and Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Mission Chapel. Following dinner, 
the seminarians each met with the 
bishop, Msgr. Schifano and Father 
Farias for their annual interview, and 
had formal portraits taken.

The early part of the second 
day focused on migrants and 
farmworkers. The seminarians 
were briefed on the current status 
of farmworkers by Deacon Gary 
Pasquinelli of Pasquinelli Produce 
Co., and Tony Tew, area general 
manager of Foothill Packing. 

They talked about the harvesting 
calendar and the difficulty of 
securing enough labor to tend to the 
fields. They also talked about the 
importance of paying a fair wage 
and ensuring that the basic human 
needs of their workers are met.

The seminarians visited a date 
farm, where workers on lifts were 
preparing the date trees for harvest 
in September. Date trees require 
year-round attention, and the date 
industry regulates the price, storage 
and distribution of the product. That 
was followed by the trip to Wellton 
and the visit in St. Joseph Parish Hall.

Tew, Deacon Pasquinelli and 

Deacon Paul Muthart, general 
manager at Pasquinelli Produce, met 
the seminarians at their Yuma hotel 
later that afternoon to talk about the 
need to treat migrant farmworkers 
justly, including paying a decent 
wage, providing healthcare and even 
providing funds for a pension.

They closed the day with a Mass 
to show their gratitude to their 
benefactors, followed by a dinner, at 
St. John Neumann Parish.

The next day, the seminarians 
visited the Marine Corps Air 
Station to learn about the 
experience of providing pastoral 
services to those at the base. 

Below right, seminarian Richard Rivera visits with a 
senior during lunch Aug. 8. Below left, seminarian 
Dennis Marcos listens to another tell her story. At 
left, a worker shares some of the early ripening dates 
with seminarians Aug. 9 in Bard.

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown
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This is the seventh story in the Sacrament 
series published by the Catholic Outlook. 
This article focuses on marriage.
By FRANCISCAN FATHER DON MILLER
Used with permission

Vatican II clarified that marriage 
is a partnership between a man 
and a woman ordered toward their 
mutual good and the procreation 
and education of children (Gaudium 
et Spes, 48.1). As a partnership, 
it is a union of equals who come 
together to form a new family. 
Marriage is something no one can 
enter lightly because there are 
people involved. Where there are 
people, there should be protection 
of rights so that no one gets hurt.

There was a time when a couple 
could go off by themselves and 
exchange vows; this was considered a 
valid marriage. Men particularly began 
to abuse this situation however. To 
protect the dignity of persons and the 
good of the sacrament, the Church took 
steps to make sure that the freedom 
of the individuals was protected and 
honored. Thus, there are requirements 
before getting married.

For baptized persons, Jesus raised 
the human institution of marriage to 
the dignity of a sacrament in which 
the love of a husband and wife truly 
make present the love of Jesus for the 
Church (“Catechism of the Catholic 
Church,” 1601, 1613).

For those who claim marriages 
and weddings are private affairs, my 
suggestion is: Try it. Any couple who 
thinks they are unattached quickly 
learn just how involved and important 
their lives are if they marry privately. 
We are social beings. Our lives touch 
others and are touched by others.

The Church requires that a couple 
go before their faith community 
(represented by a priest and at least 
two witnesses) and exchange their 
vows publicly because the significance 
of what they are doing is truly a public 
matter. This newly-formed family is 
a part of the civil and the religious 
community with responsibilities and 
privileges. The civil society recognizes 
the new social unit of a family; the 
Church recognizes a new social unity 
within the parish and a new public 
witness to Jesus’ love for his Church 

(“Catechism,” 1656).
Is divorce a sin?
Recently I talked with a man who 

stated that he was not permitted to 
receive Holy Communion because he 
was “in sin.” He desperately wanted to 
be united with the Lord and his faith 
community, but felt that to approach 
the sacrament in his state would be 
blasphemous. When 
I asked him what 
constituted his 
“sinful state,” he 
informed me that 
he was divorced. I 
asked if he had ever 
remarried and he 
said no.

I gently informed 
him that he was not 
excommunicated 
because of the 
divorce and that 
he was perfectly 
free to receive Holy 
Communion as he 
desired, if there 
was no other issue 
holding him back. 
The sense of relief 
was palpable and we 
promised to pray for 
one another.

To attempt 
remarriage without obtaining either 
an annulment or a statement that the 
previous marriage was invalid does, 
however, but not the divorce. Divorced 
persons remain in good standing with 
the Church and are free to receive any 
of the sacraments if no other sinful 

behavior stands in the way.
Are the children of an annulled 

marriage rendered illegitimate? 
There is considerable confusion 

concerning the effects of an annulment, 
especially concerning the legal 
status of the children of an annulled 
marriage. The confusion lies in a 
misunderstanding of annulments.

An annulment 
is not a “Catholic 
divorce.” Rather, 
it is an official 
judgment that a 
“natural” marriage 
is not sacramental. 
Simply put, a natural 
marriage is a lifelong 
partnership between 
an unbaptized 
man and woman, 
ordered to the good 
of the couple and 
the procreation 
and education of 
children. 

A sacramental 
marriage is the 
very same thing 
only between two 
baptized persons, 
which raises the 
dignity of the 
marriage to a 

sacrament and a witness to the unity 
of Jesus with the Church. Because 
it is a liturgical act (an official act 
of the Catholic faith community), 
the wedding of a sacramental 
marriage is to take place in a church 
in the presence of a priest and two 

witnesses. As a sacrament, marriage 
is a grace-filled state of life in which 
Jesus is the third partner.

Every baptized person has the 
right to enter a sacramental marriage 
because of his or her Baptism. An 
annulment states that the marriage in 
question was a natural marriage but 
not a sacramental marriage. Thus, the 
persons involved are free to enter a 
sacramental marriage later.

Because the first marriage was 
natural but not sacramental, the 
children born to the couple are fully 
legitimate in the eyes of the Church 
and the state. There is no change of 
status for the children because of 
the annulment.

The confusion also comes when 
someone says that an annulment is a 
statement that no marriage existed. 
However, that comment is not 
accurate. An annulment says that no 
sacramental marriage existed, not that 
no marriage existed at all.

Can I get married outside?
Let’s first debunk a couple of popular 

notions before directly answering this 
question. The idea that a wedding is a 
private affair between the bride and 
groom is very romantic, but not true. 
The popular idea that the wedding 
ceremony is the most important focus 
of the day is also not true. Granted, 
a beautiful, well-planned ceremony 
is certainly desirable, and a beautiful 
church building adds to the ascetic 
experience. However, the real focus is 
the sacrament that the bride and groom 
administer to one another for the first 
time at their wedding ceremony.

The church building is the 
community’s home, and, as such, is the 
privileged place for the faith community 
to celebrate its joys and sorrows.

Gay marriage is all over the news. 
What is the Church’s official position 
on same-sex marriage?

The Catholic community has 
long held that marriage - the 
conjugal union of one man and 
one woman - is a partnership of 
the whole of life and is ordered 
to the good of the spouses and 
the procreation and education of 
children (“Code of Canon Law,” 
1055, 1). It has also defined 
u  COLUMN CONTINUES ON PAGE 14

“An annulment is not 
a “Catholic divorce.” 

Rather, it is an official 
judgment that a 

“natural” marriage 
is not sacramental. 

Simply put, a natural 
marriage is a lifelong 
partnership between 

an unbaptized 
man and woman, 

ordered to the good 
of the couple and 

the procreation and 
education of children.”

FATHER DON MILLER

Natural marriages and sacramental marriages
Here’s a primer on the nature of marriages and what happens with things go awry
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Our culture, with its ever-growing appetite for 
information, transparency and change, has moved 
us into a 24-hour, seven-days-a-week mindset. 

Something that is done all the time may not 
always be good. When we do something all the 
time, there can be unforeseen consequences. 

However, working to maintain safety more of the 
time is a pretty good practice.

Do you remember a time when you didn’t feel 
safe? What were you thinking and feeling at that 
moment? You might have been in a situation your 
parents or trusted ones warned you to avoid. 

Today, providing safety is among the most 
important concerns for employers, for public safety 
officials, for our neighborhoods and for our homes. 
Using technology has become one of the many ways 
we can provide that enhanced safety. 

Safety is defined as freedom from harm or 
danger. When we think of safety, we think of being 
free from physical abuse, free from sexual abuse, 
free from emotional abuse and free from neglect. 

In recent years, as technology has become 
more affordable, use of “nanny cams” and security 
cameras in libraries, arenas and myriad other places 
has afforded us a greater sense of safety. Using more 

watchful “eyes,” we can monitor the events around 
us. We also have learned how important it is to be 
aware more acutely of the actions of the people 
we allow to participate in the lives of children and 
vulnerable adults. We know how they really behave 
when we are not there. 

The importance of increased vigilance is 
self-evident. Even a small, harmful action can 
result in a lifelong consequence for a child or 
vulnerable person. Technology can provide a 
critical service in ensuring safety.

For example, if babysitters or  caregivers know 
that an entire scene is being caught on camera, 
they may be less likely to push or strike a child or 
vulnerable adult. In a way, technology – cell phones, 
cameras or other recording devices - can act as a 
deterrent and compel people to maintain common 
sense and think before acting.

Of course, this is not always true. Recent violent 

events in Charlottesville, Va., and in other parts 
of the country prove that in some cases, extreme 
beliefs lead to extreme behavior no matter how 
many cameras are watching. 

In our diocese, much progress has been made 
to keep our ministries safe for the children 
and vulnerable adults who attend them. As 
we begin a new school year, I remind all of us 
that “compliance” is about protecting the most 
vulnerable; vigilance, with or without technology, is 
part of everyone’s ministry.

It is up to all of us to be “cameras,” being attentive 
to what is around us and to protect one another.  It 
is up to all of us to ensure that reasonable steps are 
taken to avoid harm to others. “Due diligence” is 
everyone’s responsibility. We should not fear doing 
the right thing, and having it captured by our “best 
cameras” – our intuition and instincts.

Remember, reporting what we see or what we 
have “recorded” is required under the law for 
“mandatory reporting.”

—
Dr. Rosemary Cleaya-Alston is the Director of the 
Office of Child, Adolescent, and Adult Protection for 
the Diocese of Tucson. 

The complexity of adulthood inevitably puts to 
death the naiveté of childhood. This is true also of 
our faith. To be clear, it’s not that faith is a naiveté, 
but our faith needs to be constantly reintegrated 
into our persons and matched up anew against 
our life’s experience. If we don’t regularly renew 
our faith, we will find it at odds with our life. 
Genuine, mature faith can stand up to every kind of 
experience, no matter its complexity.

Sadly, that doesn’t always happen and many 
people seemingly leave their faith behind, like belief 
in Santa and the Easter Bunny, as the complexity of 
their adult lives seemingly belies or even shames 
their childhood faith.

I recommend a recent book, “My Utmost, A 
Devotional Memoir,” by Macy Halford, a young 
writer working out of Paris and New York. This 
is an autobiographical account of her struggle as 
a conservative Evangelical Christian to retain her 
faith amid the very liberal, sophisticated, highly 
secularized and often agnostic circles where she 
now lives and works. 

The book chronicles her struggles to maintain 
a strong childhood faith which was virtually 
embedded in her DNA, thanks to a very faith-filled 
mother and grandmother. Faith and church were a 
staple and an anchor in her life. However, her DNA 
also held something else, namely, the restlessness 
and creative tension of a writer. That irrepressible 
energy naturally drove her beyond the safety and 
shelter of the church circles of her youth, to literary 
circles in New York and Paris.

She soon found out that living the faith 
surrounded by a strong supportive faith group is 
one thing. However, trying to live it while breathing 
an air that is almost exclusively secular and agnostic 
is something else. The book chronicles that struggle 
and how eventually she integrated the passion 
and vision of her childhood faith into her new life. 
Among many insights, she told how each time she 
was tempted to cross the line and abandon her 
childhood faith, she realized that her fear of doing 
that was “not a fear of destroying God or a belief; 
(but) a fear of destroying self.” That insight testifies 
to the genuine character of her faith. God and faith 
don’t need us; it’s we who need them.

The title of her book, “My Utmost,” is significant 
to her story. On her 13th birthday, her grandmother 
gave her a copy of a book which is popular within 
Evangelical and Baptist circles, “My Utmost for 
His Highest,” by Oswald Chambers. The book is 
a collection of spiritual aphorisms, thoughts for 
every day of the year, by this prominent missionary 
and mystic. Halford told how, while young and 
still solidly anchored in the church and faith of 
her childhood, she did not read the book daily and 
Chamber’s spiritual counsels meant little to her. 
However, reading this book eventually became a 

daily ritual in her life and its daily counsel began to 
become a prism through which she reintegrated her 
childhood faith with her adult experience.

At one point, she gives herself over to a serious 
theological study of Chambers and his book. Those 
parts of her memoir will intimidate some of her 
readers, but, even without a clear theological grasp 
of how eventually she brings it all into harmony, the 
fruit of her struggle comes through clearly.

Halford’s is a valuable memoir because 
today many people are undergoing this kind of 
struggle – of measuring their childhood faith 
against their present experience. Halford simply 
shows us how she did it; her struggle provides a 
valuable paradigm to follow.

A generation ago, Jesuit theologian Father 
Karl Rahner famously remarked that in the next 
generation we will either be mystics or unbelievers. 
Among other things, what Father Rahner meant 
was that, unlike previous generations where our 
communities (family, neighborhood and church) 
very much helped carry the faith for us, this 
next generation will very much have to find its 
own, deeper, personal grounding for faith. Macy 
Halford bears this out. Within a generation with 
many unbelievers, her memoir lays out a path for a 
humble but effective mysticism.

The late Irish writer John Moriarty, in his 
memoirs, told how as a young man he drifted from 
the faith of his youth, Roman Catholicism, seeing 
it as a naiveté that could not stand up to his adult 

Woman’s story of faith’s journey to adulthood a lesson for all

ABOUT THE FAITH
Father Ron Rolheiser

u  COLUMN CONTINUES ON PAGE 14

Today’s communication methods can provide better safety

OUR CALL TO PROTECT
Dr. Rosemary Celaya-Alston, M.A., Ed.D
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www.proximotravel.com                                                                508-340-9370 
Hablanos Español                                                                          855-842-8001 
anthony@proximotravel.com                                                               Call us 24/7          

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE  
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, & 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; 
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our 

Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc… 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for 

its actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

Sharers in Ministry

We offer:
• Level One (LI) and Two (LII)  
 certification classes for teachers  
 and catechists
• Courses on theology and  
 spirituality
• Advent and Lenten Series
• Retreats and Days of Recollection
• Other programming to fit the  
 needs of your faith community

The Jordan Ministry Team

Jordan Ministry (520) 623-2563

SEPTEMBER 2017 - JMT EVENTS
9/4 JMT Office closed
9/8 LI-1: The Person of Jesus 2: The Church (St. Charles, San Carlos)
9/8-9/10 CFP
9/11 LI-1: Moral Principles & Formation of Conscience  
 LI-2: Social Mission of the Church (JMT)
9/12 LI-1: Catechetical Process & Role of Catechist  
 LI-2: Human and Faith Development (JMT)
9/13 LI-1: Effective Methods 2: Safe Environment (JMT)
9/16 LI-1: Liturgy: Celebration & Ritual LI-2: Sac of Init: Baptism & Confirmation  
 LI-3: Sac of Initiation: Eucharist (St. Patrick-Bisbee)
9/16 Retreat-Spirits Soaring (St. John Neumann-Yuma)
9/22 LI-1: Mary & The Saints  
 LI-2: Cultural Diversity & Faith Expression (St. Charles-San Carlos)
9/23 LI-1: Liturgy: Celeb. & Ritual LI-2: Sac of Initiation: Baptism & Confirmation 
 LI-3: Sac of Initiation: Eucharist (St. Anthony, Casa Grande)
9/28 LI-1: Moral Principles & Formation of Conscience (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton)
10/3 LII-1: Scripture: Overview & Old Testament (JMT)
10/6 LI: TBD (St. Ambrose)

Clarification

In the August issue of the Catholic Outlook, a story introducing Deacon 
Gregory R.R. Henderson to serve as chief finance officer, his academic 
background was unclear. Henderson began his work on a master’s in 
business administration but did not complete the degree program.

the three “goods” of marriage 
as exclusivity or faithfulness, a 
lifelong union (indissolubility), and 
the procreation and education of 
children (“Code,” 1056).

There is no question that a gay 
couple can witness to the values of 
exclusivity and faithfulness. They can 
enter a lifelong union and could see to 
the education of children. However, 
only a conjugal union of a man and 
a woman can be procreative. The 
possibility of creating new human 
life is a crucial part of the God-given 
purpose of human sexuality and 
marriage (“Catechism,” 2335).

What are the steps required for 
annulment?

An annulment is a juridical 
statement that a marriage is not 

sacramental. Thereafter, the parties 
involved are free to enter sacramental 
marriages. Most parish priests can 
help a couple or an individual begin 
the annulment process. However, 
it will eventually require a legal 
procedure involving canon lawyers at 
the local diocesan Tribunal.

The process includes the gathering 
testimony and documentation 
supporting the claim that the 
marriage is not sacramental, based on 
a lack of maturity or desire to enter a 
lifelong, faithful union which is open 
to the possibility of children.

The best advice for one looking to 
remarry - and wanting to do so with 
the blessing of the Church - is to 
discuss the situation with a priest or 
another qualified pastoral worker, 
who can advise on what practical 
steps are needed.

During a recent retreat with 
adults, the question was put forth, 
“Of the virtues of prudence, 
justice, temperance and fortitude, 
for which one do you pray to 
strengthen today?” The retreatants 
spent some time reflecting and 
praying on that question. Most of 
the participants naturally wanted 
to grow in all the virtues and 
choosing one was difficult. As 
adults, they had much to consider. 

As part of the closing prayer 
each person named the virtue 
they hoped to nurture; the whole 
group prayed for each person. 
All the virtues were named. Most 
of the people there were empty-
nesters, so it was not a surprise 
that the virtue most often named 
was fortitude. It made sense, as 
life takes us to unexpected and 
sometimes unwelcome places, 
that we pray for strength and 
perseverance in faith to continue. 

What took me by surprise was 
something that occurred with 
a group of high school students 
preparing for the sacrament of 
Confirmation. The retreat day 
gave them time to reflect and 
consider ways that their faith 
could be active in their daily lives. 

They also explored how virtues 
weren’t just words; they were 
practical gifts to be used during 
their life experiences. 

They prepared for the retreat 
closing ritual with the same 
question that had been put to the 
adults: “Of the virtues of prudence, 
justice, temperance and fortitude, 
for which one do you pray to 
strengthen today?”

Their response caught me by 
surprise. All the virtues were 
mentioned, and again, fortitude 
was named the most often. They 
were seeking the same strength, 
praying for the same perseverance 
in faith as the older, more 
experienced empty-nesters had.

The virtue of fortitude is for 
everyone, because everyone needs 
it. Fortitude may present itself as 
the face of kindness or the sound 
of a reassuring word. My hope 
is that we see each other first as 
companions on a journey of faith, 
and that whatever differences we 
have, we remember to pray for one 
another. Fortitude can come even 
in knowing that others pray for us. 

—
Peggy Guerrero works with the 
Jordan Ministry Team in Tucson.

experiences. He walked along in that 
way until one day, as he puts it, “I 
realized that Roman Catholicism, 
the faith of my childhood, was my 
mother tongue.”

Macy Halford eventually re-
grounded herself in her mother 
tongue, the faith of her youth, 
and how it continues to guide her 

through all the sophistications of 
adulthood. The chronicle of her 
search can help us all, irrespective 
of our particular religious affiliation.

—
Oblate of Mary Immaculate Father 
Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher and 
award-winning author, is president of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San 
Antonio, Texas. He can be contacted 
through his website ronrolheiser.com. 

MARRIAGE
continued from page 12

ROLHEISER
continued from page 13

The virtue of fortitude is  
valued across generations

THAT ALL MAY 
KNOW THE SAVIOR

Peggy Guerrero 
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La vida y muerte de un humilde 
sacerdote de Oklahoma 
demuestran que llevar una vida 
santa al servicio del prójimo es 
posible para todos

Llegar a la santidad puede parecer un logro 
fuera del alcance para la gente común, ya que 
rara vez nos enteramos de algún santo de la era 
moderna que haya vivido en nuestro tiempo, en 
nuestro medio, y cuyos familiares inmediatos 
todavía estén con vida.

Stanley Rother nació en 1935 en Okarche, 
Okla., un pueblo de agricultores de alrededor 
de 1.200 habitantes. El 23 de septiembre de 
2017, el Padre Rother, sacerdote diocesano, será 
beatificado en el Centro de Convenciones Cox de 
Oklahoma City. Los organizadores de la ceremonia 
anticipan una concurrencia de 12.000 personas. 

El Padre Rother es el primer hombre nacido en 
Estados Unidos que será beatificado. La beatificación 
es la última etapa previa a la canonización.

La historia del Padre Rother es una inspiración 
para todos. Él era agricultor; un joven alto de 
complexión delgada pero fuerte que amaba el 
trabajo del campo y servir en la Misa. Después de 
la preparatoria decidió ingresar en el seminario, 
pero le costaba mucho aprender latín y, si bien era 
muy hábil para arreglar cosas, tenía dificultades 
en sus estudios. Aun cuando él decidió retirarse 
del seminario, su obispo no había abandonado las 
esperanzas. Rother se trasladó a otro seminario 
y logró avanzar lo suficiente como para ser 
ordenado sacerdote en 1963. 

Después de brindar servicio en varias parroquias 
de su diócesis, solicitó traslado a la misión 
diocesana de la Diócesis de Sololá-Chimaltenango, 
en Guatemala. Fue asignado a la parroquia 
de Santiago Atitlán. Sorprendentemente, este 
sacerdote a quien le había costado tanto aprender 
latín, logró aprender no sólo español sino el dialecto 
maya del pueblo indígena Tz’utujil, que constituía la 
mayoría de su parroquia. En esa zona rural marcada 
por extrema pobreza, malnutrición y múltiples 
problemas de salud, el Padre Rother floreció.  

El pueblo de su parroquia lo veneraba porque 
él se había convertido en uno más de ellos. Él los 
apoyaba, trabajaba en el campo a la par de ellos, 
comprendía su lucha, y se identificaba con ellos 
como se espera de todo buen pastor. 

Cuando el Padre Rother trabajaba en Guatemala, 
se desató allí una violenta guerra civil. Muchos 
inocentes, entre ellos feligreses y colaboradores del 
Padre Rother, fueron vilmente asesinados. El Padre 
Rother mismo estaba en una lista de personas a 
eliminar porque los militantes detestaban el hecho 
de que él fuera tan eficaz en su servicio a los pobres 
de la comunidad, gente que confiaba en el Padre 
Rother y a quienes él defendía.

Durante un viaje de descanso a su hogar en 
Oklahoma, la familia y los amigos del Padre 
Rother intentaron convencerlo de que no 
regresara a Guatemala. Le dijeron que era muy 
peligroso y que temían por su vida. La respuesta 
del Padre fue que “un pastor no puede huir 
abandonando su rebaño a la primera señal de 
peligro”. Y así, volvió a su amado pueblo.

Temprano por la mañana el 28 de julio de 
1981, tres hombres enmascarados obligaron a 
un joven a darles acceso a la rectoría, donde se 
encontraba el Padre Rother. Los atacantes le 
dispararon y lo mataron. El Padre tenía 46 años.

Cuando el pastor cayó, su rebaño -que para 
entonces se contaba en miles de personas- se 
congregó en el pueblo. La enorme multitud rindió 
homenaje a este hombre decente y bondadoso en 
una vigilia silenciosa en la plaza de la parroquia. 

El cuerpo del Padre Rother fue transportado 
a Oklahoma para su entierro, pero el corazón, 
extirpado a pedido de los feligreses de la 
congregación Tz’utujil, fue enterrado bajo el 
altar de la iglesia donde él brindó sus servicios 
pastorales en Santiago Atitlán, Sololá, Guatemala. 

Así, su corazón permaneció en la comunidad 
parroquial que él amó y atesoró como rebaño. 

Recuerdo que cuando era joven oí hablar 
sobre el Padre Rother y me sentí inspirado por 
su heroísmo y su valentía. Qué alegría que ahora 
él sea uno de los benditos de la Iglesia, venerado 
como un ejemplo a seguir.

Él aceptó los dones que Dios le concedió y 
los aprovechó al máximo. No era competente 
en todo, ninguno de nosotros lo es, pero tuvo 
un impacto profundo en la gente a quien 
sirvió gracias a su capacidad de comprensión, 
dedicación al trabajo, innovación y tenacidad.

Independientemente de nuestra función en 
la vida –sacerdote, diácono, religioso o laico– 
podemos imitar el afán, la pasión, el valor y el 
compromiso total del Padre Rother. 

Como él, podemos identificarnos con aquellos 
a quienes tenemos el privilegio de servir. 
Podemos apoyarlos y ser su voz.

Con fe en Dios, comprensión 
y valor para hacer lo correcto 
se pueden lograr cambios

La violencia en 
Charlottesville,  
por obispo Kicanas

Extendemos nuestra solidaridad a la 
comunidad de Charlottesville, VA, donde 
este fin de semana se vivieron disturbios, 
caos y violencia.

Rezamos por todos los heridos y por la 
mujer de 32 años muerta a causa de un 
acto terrorista que dejó a varias personas 
lesionadas y mutiladas, algunas en 
estado crítico. También oramos por los 
dos policías fallecidos en el accidente de 
helicóptero ocurrido cuando trataban de 
capturar a quien intencionalmente había 
atropellado al grupo de gente inocente en 
la calle. 

Al igual que Charlottesville, nuestra 
comunidad no cederá ante el racismo, la 
intolerancia, el fascismo y la supremacía 
blanca, ya que estos son contrarios a los 
valores que promovemos como nación y 
como pueblo de fe. Es trágico que aún hoy 
haya estadounidenses que pertenecen al 
KKK, que creen en una ideología racista, 
que fomentan el odio e incitan a la 
violencia en contra de otras personas.

Debemos esmerarnos aun más para 
derribar estas barreras que ellos buscan 
erigir, y redoblar nuestros esfuerzos para 
educar a todos, especialmente a la gente 
joven, y hacer a un lado los prejuicios y el 
odio colaborando en pro de la unidad. 
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Celebraicón Del Día de La
 Independencia Mexicana 

Sabado, Sept. 16, 5-8 p.m., Santa Catalina 
Parish Hall, 14380 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson
El Ministerio Hispano de la Parroquia 

de Santa Catalina le invita a una 
Tradicional Cena Mexicana, con música 
de mariachi. Acompañenos en el Salón 
Parroquial. Los boletos para la Cena puede 
comprarlos después de todas las Misas 
ó en la Oficina de la Parroquia. Carne ó 
pollo, incluyendo una bebida refrescante y 
postre. Margaritas y cerveza a la venta por 
separado. Para más información, por favor 
hablar al (520) 825-9611. Todos están 
invitados.  

Nuestra cultura, con su creciente apetito 
de información, transparencia y cambio, 
nos ha llevado a desarrollar una mentalidad 
basada en una dinámica de 24 horas al días, 7 
días a la semana. 

Por otra parte, hacer algo todo el tiempo 
no siempre es bueno. Cuando hacemos algo 
continuamente, puede haber consecuencias 
imprevistas. 

No obstante, esforzarse para estar más 
seguro durante más tiempo, es una práctica 
muy buena.

¿Recuerda alguna ocasión en que no se 
haya sentido seguro? ¿Qué pensó y sintió en 
ese momento? Tal vez se encontraba en una 
situación que sus padres u otras personas de 
confianza le habían advertido evitar. 

Hoy día, brindar seguridad es una de las 
preocupaciones más importantes para los 
empleadores, funcionarios del orden público, 
vecindarios y hogares. El uso de la tecnología 
se ha convertido en una de las formas de 
ofrecer un mayor nivel de seguridad. 

La definición de la seguridad es estar libre 
de daño o peligro. Por eso, cuando pensamos 
en la seguridad, pensamos en estar libres de 
maltrato físico, de abuso sexual, de abuso 
emocional y de abandono o negligencia. 

En los últimos años, la tecnología se 
ha vuelto más asequible, y el uso de las 
cámaras para vigilar niñeras en casa y de 
cámaras de seguridad en bibliotecas, sitios 
de espectáculos y muchos otros lugares, 

nos ha permitido gozar de una mayor 
sensación de seguridad. Con “ojos” más 
vigilantes podemos monitorear la actividad 
que nos rodea. También hemos aprendido lo 
importante que es estar más conscientes de 
lo que hacen las personas que participan en 
la vida de los niños y los adultos vulnerables, 
sabiendo cómo se comportan realmente 
cuando nosotros no estamos. 

La importancia del aumento de la vigilancia 
es obvia. Aun el más pequeño acto perjudicial 
puede tener consecuencias para toda la vida 
de un niño o una persona vulnerable. La 
tecnología provee un servicio esencial a la 
hora de velar por la seguridad.

Por ejemplo, si una niñera o un cuidador 
saben que el ambiente está totalmente 
abarcado por el lente de una cámara, es 
mucho menos probable que empujen o 
golpeen a la persona a quien están cuidando. 
En cierta medida, la tecnología – teléfonos 
celulares, cámaras y otros dispositivos de 
grabación – cumplen una función disuasiva 
y pueden obligar a las personas a usar el 
sentido común y pensar antes de actuar.

Por supuesto, esto no siempre es cierto. 
Los recientes actos de violencia ocurridos 

en Charlottesville, Va., y en otras partes 
del país son prueba de que en algunos 
casos las creencias extremas conducen a 
comportamientos extremos sin importar 
cuántas cámaras estén vigilando. 

En nuestra diócesis se ha logrado progresar 
mucho en cuanto a mantener ambientes 
seguros para los niños y adultos vulnerables 
que participan en nuestros ministerios. 
Al comenzar un nuevo ciclo escolar, les 
recuerdo a todos que el cumplimiento 
de las normas implica proteger a los 
más vulnerables. La vigilancia, con o sin 
tecnología, es parte del ministerio de todos.

Está en nuestras manos ser “cámaras”, 
permaneciendo atentos a los que nos 
rodean para protegernos mutuamente. Está 
en nuestras manos lograr que se tomen 
medidas para evitar que otros sufran algún 
daño. Cuando se trata de protección, la 
“diligencia debida” es responsabilidad de 
todos. No debemos tener miedo de hacer 
lo que es correcto, captando los momentos 
con nuestras mejores “cámaras”: nuestra 
intuición y nuestros instintos.

Recuerden que reportar lo que vemos o 
hemos “grabado” es un requisito de la ley de 
denuncia obligatoria.

—
La Dra. Rosemary Cleaya-Alstones la Direcotra de 
la Oficina de Protección de Niños, Adolescentes y 
Adultos de la Diócesis de Tucson. 

Métodos de comunicación actuales pueden proveer mejór seguridad

NUESTRO LLAMADO 
A PROTEJER

Dr. Rosemary Celaya-Alston, M.A., Ed.D

Por CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO - El papa Francisco 

ofreció oraciones por las víctimas de un ataque 
terrorista en Barcelona, España el 17 de agosto que 
dejó al menos 12 muertos y más de 100 heridos.

“El Santo Padre está siguiendo con gran 
preocupación cuanto está sucediendo en 
Barcelona. El papa reza por las víctimas de este 
atentado y desea expresar su cercanía a todo 
el pueblo español, especialmente a los heridos 
y a las familias de los fallecidos”, dijo en una 
declaración el director de La Oficina de Prensa de 
la Santa Sede, Greg Burke.

Una camioneta atropelló a peatones en el 
barrio de Las Ramblas en Barcelona. El Estado 
islámico tomó responsabilidad por el ataque.

“Los autores del atentado de Barcelona son 
soldados del Estado Islámico y llevaron a cabo 
la operación en respuesta a los llamados para 
atacar a los estados de la coalición”, dijo el grupo 

en un comunicado, refiriéndose a los países que 
participan en una coalición tratando de expulsar 
a extremistas de Siria e Irak, informó la agencia 
de noticias The Associated Press.

“Ante la noticia del cruel atentado terrorista 
que ha sembrado de muerte y dolor La Rambla 
de Barcelona, el papa Francisco desea expresar 
su más profundo pesar por las víctimas que han 
perdido la vida en una acción tan inhumana y 
ofrece sufragios por su eterno descanso. en estos 
momentos de tristeza y dolor, quiere hacer llegar 
también su apoyo y cercanía a los numerosos 
heridos, a sus familias y a toda la sociedad 
catalana y española,” dijo el Cardenal Pietro 
Parolin, Secretario de Estado del Vaticano, en un 
comunicado. “El Santo Padre condena una vez más 
la violencia ciega, que es una ofensa gravísima al 
creador, y eleva su oración al altísimo para que nos 
ayude a seguir trabajando con determinación por 
la paz y la concordia en el mundo”.

Papa Francisco ora por víctimas de  
atentados terroristas en Barcelona
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

“Mind your own business.”
That’s the one rule that 

governs members of the Spiritual 
Enlightenment Recovery Group 
(SERG) that has met weekly for 
12 years at Most Holy Trinity 
Parish, Tucson.

Austin Constable is “consultant” 
and spiritual director of the cohort, 
comprised of loved ones of family 
members and friends suffering 
from addictions and mental illness. 
Constable, a recovering alcoholic 
for 44 years, said that the greatest 
challenge facing those who attend is 
to stop trying to control or mitigate 
the behavior of their ill or addicted 
loved one and to learn to live their 
own healthy lives.

Participants agreed to be 
interviewed on the condition that they 
only be identified by their first names.

“People here are dealing with every 
kind of addiction you can imagine,” 
Constable said, adding that addictions 
can be manifestations and causes of 
mental illness.

His concern also is for the 
mental health of the family member 
caregivers. Constable said he recently 
handed out an inventory of about 
75 statements for group members 
to review. Those statements were 
indicators of the presence of 
depression. “If you agreed to 70 
percent of them, you’re depressed; if 
you agreed with only three, you are 
probably OK,” he said.

Although 10 people attended a 
meeting at the parish recently, more 
than 200 have engaged the group 
during the past 12 years, Constable 
said. A few have attended most of 
that time; others may only come 
once and not return. 

“Some people have left because 
after coming here they have found 
things have gotten better,” he added. 
“Some don’t return because they 
feel ashamed.”

“For a lot of us, it is an 
embarrassment,” said Eddie.

“I need to come here because it is 
like a family to me,” said Carmen.

“We have to give credit to 
Austin,” said Hector. “He’s taught 
us the powerful techniques he’s 
used to survive.”

When people first come, it is 

usually because “we want the group to 
fix the other person. What we didn’t 
know is that we need to fix ourselves.”

One of the primary questions 
posed to newcomers is “Why are 
you so angry?”, Constable said. Many 
caregivers are so tied up in trying to 
manage the situations of their loved 
ones, they ignore or deny the feelings 
inside themselves, he said. 

Linda, a long-time member, said, 
“We’ve all lived through or grown up 
with someone in addiction or with 
mental health issues.”

She started coming about eight 
years ago after seeing her son 
incarcerated or hospitalized dozens 
of times. She was at her wit’s end, she 
said. “Nothing would change. Things 
just kept getting worse and worse.”

“Then, I had an epiphany,” she said. 
“I told him to give me his key, leave 
my house and go into treatment.”

Constable said that most 
caregivers try to mitigate the negative 
consequences suffered by their loved 
ones, but it is better to let failure take 
its normal route. 

“Linda went through all the 
systems, all the options and 
nothing made it better,” he said. 
“However, all these things help you 
to reach rock bottom.”

The caregiver, though well 
intentioned, often ends up enabling 
the addict and suffers emotionally and 

psychologically as their loved one’s 
life spirals out of control. “The people 
looking after the addict get sicker than 
the addict,” Constable said. 

“People believe that they need to 
take care of their family,” he said. 
“People who are here were doing the 
wrong things for the right reasons.”

Many group members talked 
about loved one’s multiple 
psychiatric hospitalizations, 
rehabilitative stays and 
incarcerations spanning decades. 
In some cases, the spouse or child 
ultimately succeeded in beating 
their addictions and now live 
productive lives. 

“Have we seen some miracles yet? 
Absolutely,” Constable said, citing 
the daughter of one group member 
who after decades of drug abuse, 
got treatment and now serves as a 
counselor to the incarcerated.

Other times, the stories don’t end 
so well. Eddie recalled one group 
member who received a call during a 
meeting informing her that her son 
had died of an overdose.   

For the addict, there are three 
possible outcomes, Eddie said. “You 
will either get well, or go to jail or 
you will die.”

Family members suffering from 
mental illness or addictions can often 
become violent, Constable warned. “If 
you hit me one time, that’s your fault. 

If you hit me a second time, it’s my 
fault,” he said. “You dial 911.”

For caregivers seeking support, 
the group is a godsend, the 
members agreed. 

“It’s important that you know that 
somebody understands what you are 
going through,” Constable said. “This 
is my mission in life: To help people 
who want help.”

“Austin is the thread that keeps us 
all together,” said Eddie. 

Constable noted that the group 
largely uses word of mouth to 
promote its cause, although news 
articles also help in areas outside 
Tucson. He said group members 
are open to visiting other parishes 
and establishing other groups, 
and need only be invited. “I have 
no doubt that people here would 
support it tremendously.”

Constable added that some people 
can’t afford individual counseling, and 
there’s no charge to attend the group. 

Even though the rule is to “mind 
your own business,” group members 
also provide support whenever 
another is in crisis. Eddie noted that 
he has received calls from members.

“The difference (in opinion) is that 
I am not emotionally involved in that 
family,” he said, adding that he will 
listen and then calmly relate what he 
has done in similar circumstances.

Constable gave an example from 
his own past.

“I had been sober for 18 months 
when I came home one evening 
and found dirty dishes in the sink,” 
he said. “I nearly lost it. I called my 
sponsor right away, and he asked me if 
I knew how to wash dishes. That was 
all I needed. It just shows you how the 
tiniest things can throw you off.” 

One successful strategy is to 
simply try a different approach or 
perspective, even if it doesn’t seem 
to make sense. “When you go home 
today, just go a different route and you 
will see buildings and sights you have 
never seen before,” Constable said. 

Hector agreed. “You have to learn 
new behavior and unlearn what you 
may have been doing for years.”

“The biggest thing,” Linda said, “is 
that we have to change.”

—
Editor’s note: For information about 
SERG, call Austin Constable at (520) 
237-7023.

Support group of families with suffering loved ones continues to find success
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More than a year ago, Joan 
Martin was in Tucson on a mission: 
She planned to  speak to parishes 
already connected with churches in 
northwest Haiti, where she serves 
as a missionary, to encourage gifts 
for educating seminarians and 
growing parishes. 

She provided a video for 
parishes, and a second collection 
was scheduled for that November.

No one could have predicted in 
October that Hurricane Matthew 
would deliver a body blow to the 
region, and subsequent drenching 
rains would finish off whatever 
damaged parish buildings managed 
to survive.

Subsequently, proceeds from the 
collection still went into growing 
parishes, but the other emphasis 
became hurricane relief, she said 
during an interview in Tucson.

“Two chapels near cisterns were 
destroyed,” she said, and crops and 
livestock that for some families 
meant the difference between life 
and death, were lost and needed to 
be replaced.

Since last fall, Martin travelled 
throughout northwest Haiti, 
assessing the damage and working 
to arrive at solutions. Meanwhile, 
Catholics in the Diocese of Tucson 
were generous. An initial check for 
$33,140 from the special collection 
arrived in January from the 
Diocese. Other parish checks were 
sent directly to Our Mother of 
Sorrows Parish, where the former 
parish school science teacher has 
been kept on the payroll to allow 
her to maintain health insurance. 
Those checks amounted to 
$27,486.

A second diocesan check arrived 
later in January for $9,500, and 
during her visit in May 2017, 
Martin received a check for 
$18,600 from Bishop Gerald F. 
Kicanas.

A mandate to grow
Martin recalled her permanent 

relocation to the Diocese of Port 
de Paix in 2002: There were 18 

parishes, 25 diocesan priests and 
one seminarian. In 2008, Bishop 
Pierre Antoine Paulo became 
the ordinary after six years 
as coadjutor, with a mandate 
of erecting more parishes and 
ordaining more priests. This year, 
the Haitian Diocese of Port de Paix 
has 32 parishes, 45 priests and 35 
seminarians, she said. 

All of them rely on her to help 
them with their emergency needs, 
and even to assist with everyday 
expenses, Martin added. 

“Sometimes they called me the 
‘mother of the Diocese,’ because 
a mother gives them what they 
need,” she said. “I am more like the 
‘big sister of the Diocese,’ because 
I have no problem cutting them off 
if they aren’t doing what they are 
supposed to be doing.”

Martin disburses the funds 
through Fonkoze, identified on the 
omoshaiti.org website as “Haiti’s 
alternative bank for the organized 
poor.”

The website further describes it 
as “an economic alliance of peasant 
organizations, women’s collectives, 
cooperatives, credit unions, 
women street vendor groups and 
religious communities, which 
assists grass-roots organizations 
in making the transition from 
political to economic activity by 
providing financial and technical 
services to its members. It is 
dedicated to building a democratic 
economy in Haiti by strengthening 
organizations, providing them 
with the capital and training they 
need to mount successful income-
producing businesses.”

Martin said she uses Fonkoze 
because it provides financial links 
to all the parishes in the Diocese of 
Port de Paix. Fonkoze also provides 
links to US parishes that have been 
“twinned” to support their poorer 
Haitian counterparts. 

Twinning parishes
Twinning is a relationship 

established between a poor 
parish – in this case, in Haiti – 
and another parish usually in an 
industrialized nation. 

For example, Our Mother of 
Sorrows is twinned to St. Francis 
of Assisi in Bombardopolis; St. 
Andrew Parish in Sierra Vista is 
twinned to St. Nicholas in Mole 
and the Tucson parishes of Santa 
Catalina and Most Holy Trinity are 
twinned to St. Gerard Majella, a 
remote church.

Almost all the new parishes 
in Haiti – 14 of them – have no 
twinned partner in the US and 
count on individual benefactors to 
assist with expenses, she said. 

Martin works with handwritten 
records to maintain accountability 
in a country and culture where 
corruption and redirection of funds 
are common. She meticulously 
records each disbursement, 
requiring the pastor of the parish 
receiving the funds to sign for 
them, attesting to proper use.

Among the 2017 disbursements 
were the following:

• $1,400 for a new roof for St. 
Therese Parish in Gaspard in March;

• $1,830 for hurricane relief for 
food, goats and house repairs; and 
for teachers’ salaries at the Notre 
Dame du Perpetual Secours Parish 
school for January through March;

• $1,655 for teachers’ salaries 
through June, classroom cabinets 
and a blackboard at Notre Dame;

• $4,000 for teachers’ salaries at 
four Catholic schools, disbursed 
through the diocesan pastoral 
center, for April through June;

• $1,000 for supplies and labor 
for the roof at St. Therese’s in May;

• $2,000 to build a retaining wall 
behind the church and school at 
Sacred Heart Parish, courtesy of a 

Aid to Haiti funded goats, roofs and teachers’ salaries, 
covering everyday costs that yield great results

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Joan Martin, shown here during a recent visit to Tucson, has made it her goal to assist 
parishes and priests in the Diocese of Port de Paix in meeting the basic needs of 
Haitian Catholics.
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special donation from St. Thomas 
More Parish in Tucson. 

Not every expense involves 
capital projects, she said. In many 
cases, priests are assigned to 
parishes that have little discernable 
income to sustain them. Martin 
said she often provides $200 
a month to cover basic needs, 
including food and housing, but 
may also be used for meeting the 
pastoral needs of the parish, such 
as the purchase of registers for 
sacramental records. 

Most churches there don’t have 
pews, which she considers “a 
priority way down on the list.” 
A frequent request is for musical 
instruments, Martin said, “because 
Haitians love music,” especially in 
their liturgies. 

Sometimes she will return to 
Port de Paix after a visit abroad 
with physical donations to be 
distributed, including sacramental 
vessels such as chalices donated by 
the Knights of Columbus. She used 
to bring back liturgical vestments 
but stopped because it added too 

much weight to her load. 
At 68, Martin said she is 

beginning to look for ways to make 
the ongoing work sustainable 
as she contemplates retirement. 
The first step is to strengthen 
the direct relationships between 
the twinned parishes, with the 
Haitian communities consistently 
reporting directly to their 
counterparts on their needs and 
use of funds. 

That means communicating 
at least every three months with 
reports and pictures documenting 
the use of funds.

She also hopes to find new 
benefactors to help support the 
new parishes in the diocese. 
Parishes willing to be twinned are 
becoming more difficult to find, 
Martin said.

For more information on Martin’s 
work in Haiti, visit omoshaiti.
org or email Katie Hirschboeck, 
chairwoman of the Christian Life 
Committee at Our Mother of 
Sorrows at clc@omosclc.org. 

Announcements from the Tribunal 
Office for the Diocese of Tucson

Case Name: VILLEGAS-GALLEGOS; Case Number: 2016-0179M 
(Diocese of Tucson, Arizona) notice of Annulment Proceeding. 
Gabriel A. Gallegos is hereby notified that Evelia J. Villegas has filed a 
petition for a declaration of nullity of the marriage contracted by both 
of you. Please contact the Office of the Tribunal within one month 
of the date of publication. Anyone who knows the whereabouts of 
Gabriel A. Gallegos is asked to inform the Office of the Tribunal of the 
Diocese of Tucson as soon as possible at 520-838-2514. 

Case Name: PUDENZ-MCGOVERN; Case Number: 2016-0271M 
(Diocese of Tucson, Arizona) notice of Annulment Proceeding. David 
M. McGovern is hereby notified that Susan M. McGovern has filed a 
petition for a declaration of nullity of the marriage contracted by both 
of you. Please contact the Office of the Tribunal within one month of 
the date of publication. Anyone who knows the whereabouts of David 
M. McGovern is asked to inform the Office of the Tribunal of the 
Diocese of Tucson as soon as possible at 520-838-2551. 

Catholic Outlook photo  
courtesy of Joan Martin

Funds collected last 
November in the Diocese 
of Tucson purchased food 
for children in the school 
and parish of St. Gerard 
Majella.
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By MARK PATTISON
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON - The just-war 
criteria that would justify armed conflict 
with North Korea over its nuclear testing 
and threats to launch missiles have not 
been met, said ethicists interviewed by 
Catholic News Service.

Those criteria include right 
intention, last resort and 
proportionality.

“Preventive war in North Korea 
would be morally unjustifiable,” 
said Gerard Powers, director of 
Catholic Peacebuilding Studies at 
the University of Notre Dame’s Kroc 
Institute for International Peace 
Studies. “That’s what the Trump 
administration is proposing - the 
preventive use of military force.

“As it was in Iraq, it is a major 
departure from international legal 
norms and ethics, and accepted 
ethical norms on the use of force,” he 
added. “Bellicose rantings by North 
Korea, or anyone else, don’t constitute 
just cause for the use of force.”

“Preventive war is a war of 
aggression. The possible use of 
nuclear weapons takes it to a whole 
new order of magnitude,” Powers 

continued. “The US bishops have said 
for many years that nuclear war is 
morally impermissible. The Second 
Vatican Council said the destruction 
of whole cities, which is what would 
happen in a nuclear war, was a full 
condemnation. ... That’s what would 
be inevitable if there were to be a 
nuclear war with North Korea.

“A nuclear war would be morally 
reprehensible. Period.”

“If you look at the criteria of the 
(just-war) principles, there has to 
be just cause and the right intention. 
There has to be proportionality. We’re 
talking about going to war,” said 

Necla Tschirgi, a professor of human 
security and peacebuilding, at the 
University of San Diego.

“President (Donald) Trump has 
been threatening North Korea with 
extermination on the grounds that they 
have nuclear weapons,” Tschirgi added. 
“There’s a question of proportionality, 
a question of last resort, the criteria of 
probability of success, proper authority 
- and all of these things are really to be 
questioned very closely where we are 
in relationship with North Korea at this 
point in time.”

In the “Catechism of the Catholic 
Church,” there are four conditions 

for a war to be just, all of which must 
be met: The damage inflicted by the 
aggressor on the nation or community 
of nations must be lasting, grave and 
certain; all other means of putting an 
end to it must have been shown to be 
impractical or ineffective; there must 
be serious prospects of success; and 
the use of arms must not produce 
evils and disorders greater than the 
evil to be eliminated.

Tschirgi said the Vatican is 
currently considering whether any 
war can be considered just, given 
the power of modern weapons of 
war, such as the nuclear missiles at 
issue with North Korea.

“North Korea has nuclear 
capabilities,” Tschirgi told CNS. 
“Many administrations have been 
dealing with this problem through 
different strategies.”

Those strategies have been met 
with limited success. Western 
nations have complained that North 
Korea is unpredictable, but North 
Korean expert Andrew Yeo, an 
associate professor of politics at 
The Catholic University of America 
in Washington, said North Korea’s 
mindset is not that of other nations.

Bishop Kicanas’ statement  
on Charlottesville riot
The following is a statement by Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas, following the 
violence in Charlottesville, Va. It was originally published in his weekly 
“Monday Memo” Aug. 14. 

We stand with the community of Charlottesville, Va., that 
endured chaos, violence and disturbance this weekend. 

We pray for those who were harmed including the 32-year-
old woman killed by an act of terrorism that hurt and maimed 
so many people, some of whom still are in critical condition. 
We also pray for the two policemen who died in the helicopter 
accident while trying to capture the person that drove his car 
into innocent people. 

Like Charlottesville, we are a community that will not tolerate 
racism, bigotry, fascism and white supremacy. These stand in 
contradiction to the values we hold as a nation and as a people 
of faith. It is tragic that even today there are some Americans 
who belong to the KKK, that believe in a racist ideology and who 
spew hatred and incite violence toward others. 

We must strive even harder to break down these barriers they 
seek to erect and increase our efforts to educate all, especially 
young people, to put aside prejudice and hatred and work to 
build unity among us.

Knowing how a parish changes, 
we wanted to create a dynamic 
shrine, one that could be added to 
as Catholics from other countries 
moved into the parish. 

We needed to commission 
an artist to develop the image. 
Because we have several mosaics, 
we wanted a mosaic to link this 
indoor piece to several outside. 
This led us to the Santa Teresa Tile 
Works. Artist Kristine Stoner was 
the lead on the project. 

After discussions, a final version 
was chosen: On the lining of 
Mary’s cloak would be images of 
the various continents. Beneath 
her feet, hands of different races 
would be joined together. A 
pomegranate vine (prompted by 
the image of Mary as “Fruitful 
Vine”) link all the spaces and 
images. On the vine are leaves 
with the names of Mary as 
patroness of the countries of 
parishioners’ origins.

The project was introduced 
to the parish Aug. 15, 2016, the 
Assumption. The intention was 
to dedicate it sometime in the 
following year on a Marian feast. 
The date selected was Aug. 22, 
2017, the Queenship of Mary, 
celebrated as a multi-lingual 
Marian devotion. 

At the dedication, decades 
of the rosary were recited and 
Marian hymns sung in the 
various languages of the parish’s 
communities. The images of 
Mary were processed and placed 
into their new setting within the 
shrine. For the fifth decade, the 
new image of Mary, Mother of All 
Nations was unveiled, after which 
the shrine was blessed. 

This project is one in a series 
to promote a sense of unity in 
our diversity. It is our hope that 
the shrine will allow all our 
parishioners to see their own 
ancestral roots reflected in our 
worship space – a sign that all are 
welcome here.

ST. CYRIL
continued from page 5

Ethicists: War against North Korea not justifiable

CNS photo courtesy of US Air Force handout via Reuters

Lightning strikes near Minot Air Force Base in Minot, North Dakota, Aug. 8. The 
Pentagon has put all U.S. military installations on alert in the wake of North Korea’s 
threats about using missiles.


