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Necesitamos adolescentes 
y adultos jóvenes para 
responder preguntas sobre 
la juventud, la fe y las 
vocaciones — ver página 18

Women’s center director calls new 
facility ‘a miracle’ — see page 12

FatimaFatima
STILL CAPTIVATES AFTER 100 YEARS

— see page 16

CNS photo by Paulo Cunha, EPA
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Download Brochure & Registration 
www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Kicanas

Or contact Sister Lois Paha, OP  
(520) 838-2545  / lpaha@diocesetucson.org

12 Days: Oct. 29 - Nov. 9, 2017

Under the Spiritual Direction of
Most Rev. Gerald Kicanas 
Bishop of Tucson

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus

Only $3,699 from Phoenix (PHX) 
Plus $700 in airport taxes, security fees, 

current fuel surcharges, and $175 in tips.

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its 
actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

BACK TO WORK 50+  
at Pima Community College is a FREE 
program that connects job seekers, 
age 50 and older, with the information, 
training, support and employer access 
to get back into the workplace.
Call toll free 855-850-2525 to get a free job 
search guide and register for a Smart Strategies 
for 50+ Jobseekers Workshop at PCC to learn 
about:

●● The 7 Smart Strategies you need to get 
back into the workforce

●● Applying for PCC’s BACK TO WORK 50+ 
Coaching and Training program

To learn more, visit 
www.aarp.org/backtowork50plus.

PCC offers a 50% 
discount on credit 
courses to in-state 
residents who are 
55 or older. This program is available to all, without regard to race, color, national 

origin, disability, sex, age, political affiliation or religion.

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution

520.206.4500 | PIMA.EDU

For all active or retired  
service personnel

In appreciation for your service to our country
20% discount on Pre-Need purchases of 

gravesites, mausoleum crypts,  
niches and memorials

Offer valid through June 30, 2017

Call: Holy Hope Cemetery at 520.888.0860 
— or — 

 All Faiths Memorial Park at 520.885.9173

A ministry of the Diocese of Tucson

GREENSBURG, Penn. — Sister 
Harold Ann Jones, a Sister of 
Charity of Seton Hill, 95, died at 
Caritas Christi, the motherhouse 

April 10. 
Born in Altoona, 

Penn., to Harold 
J. and Anne 
(White) Jones, 
she entered the 
congregation on 
Sept. 8, 1940. She 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in English, 
history and music 
from Seton Hill 

University and a master’s degree 
in administration from Duquesne 
University, Pittsburgh, Penn.

She was a catechist and social 

worker at Immaculate Conception 
Parish in Ajo from 1950-54, and was 
principal at St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic School, Tucson, 1983-
95. She also served in schools in 
Louisiana and Pennsylvania.

In 1994, she received the Seton 
Award from Salpointe Catholic 
High School, Tucson, in recognition 
of the “deep faith, courage, 
initiative and zeal” exhibited in her 
advancement of Catholic education.

Besides her parents, she was 
preceded in death by a brother, 
H. James and sisters Nancy and 
Patricia.

The vigil was held April 17 at 
Caritas Christi followed the next day 
with a Mass of Christian Burial in 
the motherhouse chapel. 

TUCSON — Deacon Alfredo 
Almaras Silva, 83, who served at 
Our Mother of Sorrows Parish, 
died April 2.

Born in May of 1933, in Glendale 
to Alfredo and Francisca Silva, 

he was one of 
13 children. He 
enlisted in the US 
Air Force in 1952, 
where he served 
22 years before 
taking a position at 
the Davis Monthan 
Federal Credit 
Union. 

After his 
retirement 

from the military, he entered the 
deacon formation program and was 

ordained a deacon on June 8, 1996, 
and assigned to OMOS.

He is survived by his wife of 
64 years, Gloria; his daughters 
Debra, Gloria and Jacqueline, 
and sons David, Alfred and 
Jeffrey; 21 grandchildren; 29 
great-grandchildren; brothers 
Joe of Riverside, Calif., Liberato 
of Kingwood, Texas, Frank and 
Protacio of Glendale, Ramiro of 
Litchfield Park; sisters Rebecca and 
Norma Alvarez of Glendale. Besides 
his parents, he is preceded in death 
by his brother Paul and his sisters 
Godelia, Emerita Soza, Lupe Salinas 
and Katie Diaz.

Mass of Christian Burial took 
place at OMOS. Burial followed at 
Our Lady of the Desert, Tucson.

Deacon Al Silva served at OMOS, died April 2

Sister Harold Ann Jones, a Sister of Charity 
of Seton Hill, was St. John’s principal

SISTER 
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

TUCSON — Expectations are 
running high for V Encuentro, said 
Msgr. Raul P. Trevizo, Vicar for 
Hispanic Ministry, comparing the drive 
to broaden inclusiveness and response 
to the large Hispanic presence in the 
Catholic laity to Vatican II, “but on a 
much smaller scale.”

Speaking April 6 at St. John the 
Evangelist Parish, Msgr. Trevizo said 
that after the US bishops gather in 
Grapevine, Texas in September of 
2018 and issue a report on the results, 
“we will have set up expectations that 
we will never go back.” 

“Going back,” he explained, is why 
V Encuentro is different from its 
previous four sessions. Those earlier 
national Encuentros or “encounters” 
were intended to help the growing 
Hispanic communities create an 
identity for themselves within the 
culture and within the Church. 

“Those (sessions) were like 
going through our childhood and 
adolescence,” Msgr. Trevizo said, 
referring to Hispanic Catholics. 
“We were looking at ourselves and 
our needs.”

Msgr. Trevizo said he could 
not predict what the 2018 report 
might include, but added, “what the 
outcome will be is that the Spirit 
will speak to us.”

He said he has seen the Holy 
Spirit active in the parishes in the 
Diocese engaged in the process, 
and believes that activity will 
be reflected in the two diocesan 
Encuentros scheduled for October. 
After a Southwestern Encuentro 
gathers reports from all the area 
dioceses next spring, it will all be 
on display for the bishops’ Texas 
meeting in 2018. 

The Holy Spirit “will continue to 
guide us all the way to Texas,” Msgr. 
Trevizo said.

He admitted that he initially was 
not optimistic about helping to lead 
the diocesan effort for V Encuentro 
until he attended a training at which 
he could see Hispanic American 
Catholicism coming of age. “I saw a 
process that brought the Hispanic 
community to a new level of maturity.”

V Encuentro is designed to 
display to the entire Church “who 
we are as (Hispanic) Catholics, what 
we have to offer the Church here (in 
southern Arizona) and in the US.”

V Encuentro is not about what 
the Church can do for Hispanics, 
but rather, what Hispanics can do 
for the Church, he said. 

In southern Arizona, Hispanic 
Catholics historically were the 
dominant force from the area’s 
earliest colonization through the 
1920s. However, when the Anglo 
population began to grow, the 
Diocese recognized that culture 
as dominant and the Hispanic 
presence became increasingly 
identified as poor and immigrant. 

With immigration, the increased 
number of Hispanic priests and the 
proliferation of Hispanic culture, 
Catholics in southern Arizona are 
on the threshold of something 
historic, he said.

Msgr. Trevizo noted that when 
Father Ricky Ordonez, pastor of St. 
Joseph Parish, and its large Filipino 
membership in Tucson held a public 
procession honoring Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, 3,000 people attended, 
70 percent of whom were Hispanic.

While the effects of V Encuentro 

could propel parish or community 
leaders to the diocesan or national 
stage for Latino leadership roles, 
there still will need to be steps taken 
to nurture leaders along the way. 
The challenge for Hispanic leaders 
will be, if lacking, to acquire the 
academic background of their Anglo 
predecessors, lay and clerical.

“There is a depth and a language that 
comes from studying. We have to have a 
very high expectation (for our leaders). 
We need to be prepared,” he said.

Catholic Hispanic leaders bring 
many special gifts to diocesan and 
national leadership, none greater than 
their passion for their faith. Msgr. 
Trevizo cited a parish catechist named 
Sofia, a mom with three children and 
whose husband owns a small business. 
She made her family and her husband 
her first priorities, but then sacrificed 
all her free time to receive catechetical 
training so she could serve the parish 
in multiple ministries. 

Sofia is not the exception, Msgr. 
Trevizo said. “She’s typical.”

“In that passion is a great desire 
to serve God, and to be willing to 
sacrifice for it,” he added. 

“Hispanic Catholics are coming 
of age in the Church. They have 
the energy, the commitment to 

spiritual life and the commitment 
to serve,” he said.

He compared Hispanic leadership 
at this time in the US Catholic Church 
as “a volcano … ready to burst.”

Statistics show that within a 
generation, Hispanics will become 
the dominant Catholic culture in 
the US. Still, many parishes, even 
some in southern Arizona struggle 
with creating a parish community 
that integrates Hispanic and non-
Hispanic culture, Msgr. Trevizo said.

“What we have learned is that 
what brings people together is 
prayer,” he offered. 

Parishes can include bilingual 
liturgies, and building bridges 
between cultural communities at 
other sacramental moments. It is 
the responsibility of parish leaders 
“to bring (cultural communities 
together) to an encounter with God. 
We can’t do that unless we have 
sacred moments together.”

Inclusion also requires repeated 
encounters – a journey – so that all 
cultural communities can learn to 
gather around the same table, he added.

—
Editor’s note: For more information about 
V Encuentro, contact your parish office.

Impact of V Encuentro has a feeling like Vatican II
Meetings could mean better access, increased cultural awareness and inclusion for a large segment of diocesan Catholics

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Diocesan Vicar for Hispanic Ministry Msgr. Raul P. Trevizo, pauses from a busy morning at St. John the Evangelist, Tucson, to 
greet Deacon Joe Cruz in the parish offices.
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Diocese will gather information  
from students, groups and ministers

Pope Francis recently wrote a letter to young 
people 16- to 29-years old where he stated: “You are 
the center of my attention.” 

Francis, like so many of us beyond our 30s, 
is concerned about this millennial and post-
millennial generation. He wonders what they are 
thinking, what is important to them, what are 
their concerns and what are their attitudes toward 
the Church and its teaching. 

In his letter to youths, Francis reminded 
them that at World Youth Day in Krakow last 
year, he asked them several times, “Can you 
change the world?” And they 
shouted, “Yes!”

Pope Francis said further in his 
recent letter, “A better world can 
be built as a result of your efforts, 
your desire to change and your 
generosity.... the Church wishes 
to listen to your voice, your 
sensitivities and your faith, even 
your doubts and your criticism.”

Francis announced that he 
wants the next Synod of Bishops 
in October of 2018 to focus on 
“Youth, Faith and Vocation.” 
In preparation for that synod, 
he has put together a series of 
questions he wants all bishops 
to ask young people from their 
dioceses. The questions cover a 
wide range of issues seeking the 
young people’s reflections and 
recommendations.

The questions raised in the 
Vatican questionnaire include:

• How does the Church listen 
to the various situations of 
young people?

• What are the main challenges and most 
significant opportunities for young people in 
your country?

• What kinds and places of group gatherings of 
youths, institutionalized or otherwise, have a major 
success within and outside the Church and why?

• What do young people really ask of the 
Church in your country?

• What possibilities for participation exist in 
your country for young people to take part in the 
life of the ecclesial community?

• What outreach is made to the young who are 
not close to the Church?

• How are families, communities, schools and 
universities involved in vocational discernment 
of young people?

• Why or why not are the young drawn to consider 
a vocation to the priesthood or religious life?

• How does your community care for young 
people who experience extreme violence, such as 
gang involvement?

• How can we keep young people engaged in the 
Church after they are confirmed?

• What kinds of activities are most effective 
among youths and young adults?

In our diocese, we have begun 
a process to query junior/senior 
high school students, as well as 
college students, young adults 
and those ministering to the 
young on the listed questions.

The pope asked that we 
speak not only to the young 
who are active and engaged in 
the Church, but also to those 
on the periphery who may be 
indifferent or even antagonistic 
to the Church and its teaching.

Our Office of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry asked 
principals at our diocese’s six 
Catholic high schools to invite 
some of their junior/senior class 
students to attend a session in 
August where we will discuss the 
recommended questions. 

We are also gathering input 
from a group comprised of junior/
senior high school students in our 
religious education programs and 
youth ministry groups around 
the Diocese. There also will be 
a discussion at the St. Thomas 

More Newman Center at the University of Arizona. 
Where possible, we will work to meet with other 
young adult groups and to seek input from young 
people detained in our jails and prisons.

I am sure the information gathering will result in 
a wide range of responses to these questions. 

One big challenge for the Church today is that 
Church teaching sometimes does not ring true to 
its younger members. They disagree with aspects 
of faith and theology. The struggle we face is how 
to make the Church’s teaching resonate with the 

young where they are today and into the future. 
I believe that authenticity is a significant factor 

for young people and that an authentic Church 
that lives what it teaches will make a difference 
dealing with younger people. When they see 
faithful Catholics living the faith, they and adult 
Catholics too can be drawn closer to the faith. This 
has been Pope Francis’ theme and witness since 
he was elected our Holy Father. 

After listening to the comments of young 
people and those working with them, I will write a 
report to be sent to the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. The Diocese of Tucson’s report will be 
added to the input of other dioceses from around 
the country and be sent to Rome to the Vatican 
Synod Office. The synod office then will formulate 
an instrumentum laboris - the guide used by the 
bishops, consultants and experts at the synod in 
their discussions and recommendations about 
youth, faith and vocation.

As I talk to parents and grandparents, I hear 
their desire that their children and grandchildren 
remain connected to the faith as active and engaged 
members of the Church. Clearly, we cannot force 
someone to become a disciple; we can only give 
examples and model behavior that provides witness 
to the younger members of our faith family. 
There is no doubt that the example of parents and 
grandparents matters greatly in whether or not a 
child will be committed to the faith. While many 
other factors come into play, their loved ones’ 
witness makes a critical difference in young people’s 
own development of faith. Not every child of 
practicing Catholics remains a Catholic, but young 
people practicing the faith generally come from 
families practicing their faith.

The pope will write a post-synodal exhortation 
based on the recommendations given to him at 
the conclusion of the synod. That exhortation 
will, in turn, help clergy, youth ministers and 
others better understand the issues our young 
people believe are important and how to respond 
to younger Catholics.

We have many strong youth programs in 
our diocese. These include Arco Iris and Life 
Teen, which have made a big impact on Catholic 
youths. Many of our vocations to the priesthood 
and consecrated life have grown out of these 
movements. Programs such as the Kairos retreats 
held in our Catholic high schools are hugely 
influential and memorable for students. A number 
of our parishes also have strong youth and young 
adult programs. Still, we need to do more to 
engage these younger Catholics in the faith. 

My prayer and hope is that this preparation 
for the Synod on Youth, Faith and Vocation 
will motivate us to seek better ways to work 
with youths in our community. We - parents, 
grandparents, priests, teachers, catechists 
and youth ministers - all long to boost youth 
involvement in the faith.

I pray our diocese will make youths and young 
adults “the center of our attention” for the well- 
being of the Church. 

“A better world can 
be built as a result 

of your efforts, 
your desire to 

change and your 
generosity.... the 

Church wishes 
to listen to 

your voice, your 
sensitivities and 
your faith, even 
your doubts and 
your criticism.”

— POPE FRANCIS

Teens and young adults 
needed to hone in on youth, 
faith and vocation questions
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Bishop’s Calendar — May 2017

1 National Association of Church Personnel  
 Administrators, Nashville, TN

2-4 Priests’ Convocation, Chandler

5 Catholic Foundation Gala, Starr Pass, Tucson

6 9 a.m., Confirmation,  
 Our Lady of Grace Church, Maricopa
 1:30 p.m., Confirmation,  
 Our Lady of the Valley Church, Green Valley

7 11 a.m., Confirmation,  
 Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church, Sells
 5 p.m., Confirmation,  
 St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Tucson

8-9 Catholic Relief Services Foundation, Baltimore

10 10 a.m., Arizona Catholic Conference, Tucson
 5:30 p.m., Confirmation,  
 St. James Church, Coolidge
11 7:30 a.m., Catholic Cemeteries Board
 6:30 p.m., Confirmation,  
 St. Ambrose Church, Tucson

12 Catholic Extension Executive Committee, Chicago

15 7 p.m., Confirmation,  
 Our Lady Queen of All Saints Church, Tucson

16 Noon, Mass, Seminarians’ Call to Ordination,  
 Our Lady’s Chapel, Tucson
 2:30 p.m., Mass,  
 San Miguel High School, Tucson
 7 p.m., Confirmation,  
 San Xavier Mission Church, Tucson

20 10 a.m., Paulist Ordination, New York

21 10 a.m., Confirmation,  
 St. Michael the Archangel Church, San Tan Valley
 3 p.m., Confirmation,  
 St. Rita in the Desert Church, Vail

22 6 p.m., Youth Cenacle,  
 Yaqui Resource Center, Tucson

23 7:30 a.m., Diocesan Finance Council
 7 p.m., Confirmation,  
 Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tucson

24 6 p.m., Confirmation,  
 San Carlos Church, San Carlos

25 2 p.m., The Ryle Fund Presentation, Phoenix

27 10 a.m., Carmelite Ordination, Washington, DC

29 8:30 a.m., Memorial Day Mass,  
 Holy Hope Cemetery, Tucson

31 6 p.m., Confirmation,  
 St. Philip the Apostle Church, Payson

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas announced 
new parish assignments for priests in  
the Diocese of Tucson. All assignments 
are effective July 1. 

NEW PASTOR APPOINTMENTS
Fransalian Father George Kunnel
To: Infant Jesus of Prague Parish, Kearny 
— Pastor, From: Infant Jesus of Prague 
Parish, Kearny — Administrator

Father Madhu George
To: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Parish, Miami — Pastor, From: Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Miami 
— Administrator

Father Martin Atanga
To: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Benson — 
Pastor, From: Holy Cross Parish, Morenci 
and Sacred Heart Parish, Clifton — Pastor

Father Abraham Guerrero
To: St. Joseph the Worker Parish, 
Wellton — Pastor, From: St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish, Wellton — Administrator 

PASTOR RENEWALS
Father Viliulfo Valderrama 
To: Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Tucson 
— Pastor, 2nd Term, From: Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish, Tucson — Pastor, 1st Term

Father James Hobert
To: Sacred Heart Parish, Tucson — 
Pastor, 2nd Term, From: Sacred Heart 
Parish, Tucson — Pastor, 1st Term

Father Mark Long
To: St. Ambrose Parish, Tucson — Pastor, 
2nd Term, From: St. Ambrose Parish, 
Tucson — Pastor, 1st Term

Father Raul Valencia Garcia
To: St. Monica Parish, Tucson — Pastor, 
2nd Term, From: St. Monica Parish, 
Tucson — Pastor, 1st Term

NEW ADMINISTRATOR 
APPOINTMENTS
Father Nathaniel Mma
To: Holy Cross Parish, Morenci and Sacred 
Heart Parish, Clifton — Administrator, 
From: Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Yuma — Parochial Vicar

Father George Holley
To: St. Therese of Lisieux Parish, 
Patagonia — Administrator, From: St. 
Mark Parish, Tucson — Parochial Vicar 

NEW PAROCHIAL VICAR 
APPOINTMENTS
Transitional Deacon Martin Moreno
To: Immaculate Conception Parish, Yuma 
— Parochial Vicar, From: Mundelein 
Seminary — Newly ordained in June 2017

Transitional Deacon Callistus Iyorember
To: St. Mark Parish, Tucson — Parochial 
Vicar, From: Mundelein Seminary — 
Newly ordained in June 2017

Bishop announces spring assignments

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas blesses a new 
ultrasound machine April 21 at the Reachout 
Women’s Center, Tucson. After the blessing, 
the bishop, volunteers, staff and board 
members were told about a young pregnant 
woman who came in with the father of their 
child, and underwent the ultrasound shown 
here, indicating she was eight weeks pregnant. 
According to the story, the father, who was 
initially pressuring the woman to have an 
abortion, changed his mind upon seeing the 
images and encouraged her to have the baby.

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown

Machine helps center ‘reachout’ to women
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DIOCESE EVENTS

United in Art exhibit runs through June 6
Monday-Friday, through June 6, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 

Gallery of the Mexican Consulate,  
3915 E. Broadway, Tucson

An art exhibit sponsored by the Mexican 
Consulate features the work of Joe Bourne, 
Gary Auerbach, Cristela Hager-Coronel, Charlie 
Burton, Christopher Vasquez-Write, Lynn Rae 
Lowe, Gonzalo Espinosa, Nika Kaiser, Robert 
Yerachmiel, Rose Iwamoto and Jared Clark. The 
exhibit is free and open to the public. For more 
information, call (520) 882-5595 ext. 208.

Padre v Seminarians III on May 26
Friday, May 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,  

Kino Sports Complex,  
2500 E. Ajo Way, Tucson

The third installment of the Padres v 
Seminarians soccer match will be the start of 
a two-day tournament that has expanded this 
year to include a match on May 27, 6:30 p.m., 
pitting seminarians from Tucson against those 
from Phoenix. A youth tournament is also 
being planned. For more information, visit 
diocesetucson.org/vocations.

Women’s discernment retreat set in Yuma
Saturday, May 20, 2-5:30 p.m.  

St. Francis of Assisi Theater Room,  
1815 S. 8th Ave., Yuma

“Do Not Be Afraid!” is the theme for an 
afternoon discernment retreat for women, ages 
18-40, discerning religious life. Sisters from 
three religious communities will lead prayer and 
discussion of the path of discernment. Snacks 
will be provided. Registration is requested by 
May 17. For more information or to register, 
email Sister Jeanne Bartholomeaux, Vicar for 
Religious and a member of the Sisters of Charity 
of Seton Hill, at jbartholomeaux@diocesetucson.org 
or call (520) 838-2524.

Men invited to vocations discernment retreat
Friday-Sunday, June 2-4,  

Our Mother of Sorrows Parish,  
1800 S. Kolb Rd., Tucson

Single men between the ages of 17-25 
considering the priesthood are invited to a 
discernment retreat. Registration is required. 
For more information, email vocations@
diocesetucson.org or call (520) 838-2500.

Yard sale for Benedictine monastery
Saturday, May 6, 7 a.m.,  

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
800 N. Country Club Rd., Tucson

The Knights of Columbus will be holding a yard 
sale to benefit the sisters who are withdrawing 
from the facility. Items for sale include furniture, 
household items, books and pictures. For further 
information, call (520) 325-6401.

PIMA EAST VICARIATE

Focolare sponsoring Mariapolis at St. Pius X
Saturday, May 6, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,  

St. Pius X Parish,  
1800 N. Camino Pio Decimo, Tucson

The Focolare Movement invites families, 
including youths from ages 4-14, to attend the 2017 
Spring Mariapolis to discuss how to live out the 
Gospel in their lives. Minors must be accompanied 
by an adult. There is no charge to attend, and 
participants must bring a sack lunch. Drinks and 
snacks will be provided. For more information, call 
Beth, (520) 760-1828, or Mike, (520) 296-9921. 

Magnificat to host Mother’s Day breakfast
Saturday, May 13, 9 a.m., Viscount Suites Hotel,  

4855 E. Broadway, Tucson
Magnificat, the Catholic women’s group, will be 

holding its annual Mother’s Day breakfast, with Gail 
Phelps as speaker. Phelps is the executive director 
of Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat Ministries of Tucson 
and southern Arizona. Tickets are available in 
advance by calling Genevieve at (520) 326-6796, 
Elizabeth at (520) 749-0633, JMJ Religious Book 
Store at (520) 573-0065 or Casa de Inspiracion 
Bookstore at (520) 327-6800. Tickets will also be 
available at the door.

PIMA NORTH VICARIATE

Book Bunch for women to discuss ‘Threshold’
Thursday, May 11, 7 p.m.,  

Santa Catalina Church, 14380 N. Oracle Rd., 
Ocotillo and Cholla rooms, Tucson

Santa Catalina’s Young Adult and Family 
Ministries is offering a women’s only book 
discussion, inviting women of all ages to attend. 
Members are responsible for acquiring their own 
copy to read. Please bring a treat to share. This 
month’s book is “Threshold” by Susan Feathers. 
The June book is “Orhan’s Inheritance” by Aline 
Ohanesian. For more information, please call 
Pilar at (520) 825-9611 ext. 109, or email YAF@
santacatalinaparish.org, or visit the Events section 
at the parish’s Facebook page, facebook.com/
SantaCatalinaCatholicChurch.

Santa Catalina begins summer movie series
Various Saturdays, May-September, 5-8 p.m., 

Santa Catalina Parish Hall,  
14380 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson

Families are invited to enjoy a free movie night, 
including two nights with one movie for the 
adults and another for children. Participants are 
encouraged to bring a picnic dinner, a blanket or 
lawn chair. Neighbors and friends are also invited. 
Popcorn, water and lemonade will be provided. 
The movie schedule is as follows: May 20 - “Sing”; 
June 24 - “Risen” for adults and “Finding Dory” for 
children; July 22 - “Miracles from Heaven”; Aug. 
19 - “Moana”; and Sept. 23 - “Deepwater Horizon” 
for adults and “Brave” for children. 

PINAL WEST VICARIATE

St. Anthony Knights hold raffle
Saturday, May 20, St. Anthony of Padua, 

201 N. Picacho St., Casa Grande
The Knights of Columbus will be raffling 

cash prizes totaling $30,000, with proceeds 
benefitting the parish and local charities. Tickets 
may be purchased at the parish office, or by 
calling Art Soto, (520) 252-6307.

To list your parish, school or ministry event In Your Area, please email information to 
mbrown@diocesetucson.org. Deadline for submission is the 15th of month before the event. 
For questions, email mbrown@diocesetucson.org or call (520) 838-2562. Thank you.

Catholic Outlook photo by L’Osservatore Romano

Zapien delivers  
Mass of Mercy to pope

Cathedral Music Director Carlos Zapien 
visited Rome in March to attend a Sacred 
Music Conference and presented a copy of a 
Mass of Mercy he composed for the Year of 
Mercy Mass to Pope Francis.
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By STEFF KOENEMAN
Diocesan Communications Director

One hot afternoon several years ago, the sort 
of day Tucson is known for, the parishioners of 
St. Augustine Cathedral sat quietly awaiting the 
start of Mass, many gently fanning themselves in 
a nearly useless attempt to escape summer heat 
rising within the sanctuary.

At the homily, Msgr. 
Arsenio Sotomayor 
Carrillo stood at the ambo 
for a moment looking out 
across the congregation.

“Are you hot?” he asked 
the worshippers. Heads 
nodded in the affirmative 
and quiet responses of 
“Yes” followed. “I’m hot 
too,” Msgr. Carrillo said, 
then quickly adding, “In 
fact, I wore my hottest 
vestment so you could 
see me sweating up here.” 
The people laughed. He proceeded to ask them 
to consider making contributions to repair the 
cathedral’s limping air conditioning system.

A few weeks later I, a visitor to the cathedral, 
complained to Msgr. Carrillo that the church was 
too cold that day during Mass.

He scanned the concrete walk outside the southern 
door. An elderly woman was walking by. In Spanish, 
he asked her, “Were you cold in the church today?” 

“Oh, sí Father.” She replied. Msgr. Carrillo, with a 
faux look of insult, said back to me, but now with a 
slight grin, “You can’t please people.” 

Never mind. He would keep trying.
Msgr. Carrillo, the gentle shepherd who served the 

people of St. Augustine’s, 
died April 26. He was 87.

“He loved and 
cherished his Hispanic 
culture, family and 
friends,” said Msgr. 
Thomas Cahalane, pastor 
at Our Mother of Sorrows 
and a longtime friend. 
“He was very much at 
ease with who he was and 
made people very much 
at ease. … He was a great 
friend to me and to many people. He avoided and 
shunned higher status roles and ambitions.

“He loved being a simple, humble, parish 
priest - counseling people, visiting the sick and 
homebound and comforting the homebound and 
dying and bereaved.”

Love of people
“I was not the kind of priest that would sit on the 

sidelines and just watch people go through their daily 
motions,” Msgr. Carrillo said in a 2013 interview. “I 
was involved with people and I enjoyed that; they 
did too because they saw the Church coming to their 

aid, to their help. … They liked seeing the Church 
involved in their lives more basically, more fully, 
and that was great.”

Msgr. Carrillo said that his ministry was devoted 
to taking care of people. His tools: A spontaneous 
and crafty sense of humor; a series of facial 
expressions, mostly reflecting the humor he seemed 
to find in all situations; and the love he shared for 

just about everyone.
He said his favorite 

ministry was taking Holy 
Communion to the ill and 
homebound. At one point, 
he was visiting 25 people a 
month.

When he was ordained 
in 1956, he was one of just a 
very few Spanish-speaking 
priests in a diocese filled 
with Catholics who only 
spoke Spanish. He tapped his 
language skills at his parish 
assignments, while assisting 

at other parishes whenever a priest was needed for 
weddings or funerals in Spanish.

His first assignment was as assistant pastor at St. 
Augustine’s, where he served until June 1963. Then, 
he was assigned as pastor to his home parish of Holy 
Family. He served there for five years, then spent a 
year as pastor at Immaculate Conception in Douglas.

In September 1969, Bishop Francis J. Green made 
him pastor/rector at St. Augustine’s and Vicar for 
Spanish Speaking of the Diocese.

Long, close friendship
About the same time, Msgr. Cahalane also was 

assigned at the cathedral. Their ministry there 
together was the start of a long, close friendship.

“We were brothers, 
priestly brothers,” Msgr. 
Cahalane said, adding 
that he visited his ailing 
friend every day for the 
month before he died. At 
one point during these 
visits, Msgr. Cahalane 
said, the two priests 
thanked each other for 
the friendship. 

Many people have 
Msgr. Carrillo stories.

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas said he was walking 
downtown one time, and was stopped by a man 
who asked if the bishop knew Msgr. Carrillo. The 
bishop said he did, and the man asked Bishop 
Kicanas to tell Msgr. Carrillo that the man was 
thankful to him for “saving his life.”

The stranger told the bishop this story: Many years 
earlier, Msgr. Carrillo offered encouragement to the 
man. That counsel was the help he needed to keep 
working through joblessness and other problems. The 
stranger never forgot Msgr. Carrillo’s kind advice.

There are also many funny stories. Msgr. Carrillo 

was known for his quick sense of humor – sometimes 
with slightly colorful language - that burned those 
conversations into memory. Msgr. Carrillo seemed 
to enjoy the slightly shocked expressions people 
displayed before they broke into laughter.

People remember his tenderness.
“He was a Francis priest before Pope Francis,” 

Msgr. Cahalane said, referring to way the Holy Father 
shares kindness and friendship.

Compassionate. Understanding. Ready to help.
“Help people,” Msgr. Carrillo said, in 1973, was 

his goal in ministry. “That’s the basic element, I 
believe, of the priesthood: To help people - spiritually, 
economically, any way possible. Help people and 
that’s what I tried to do.”

That was Msgr. Carrillo.
—

Visitation will be 6-8:30 p.m., May 4 in St. Augustine 
Cathedral, 192 S. Stone Ave., with the recitation of 
the rosary at 7 p.m. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated the next day at 10 a.m., followed by burial 
in Holy Hope Cemetery.

Msgr. Carrillo
Assistant Pastor, St. Augustine Cathedral
June 1956 to June 1963

Pastor, Holy Family Parish
June 1963 to May 1968

Pastor, Immaculate Conception Parish, Douglas
May 1968 to September 1969

Pastor, St. Augustine Cathedral
September 1969 to February 1995, 
when he resigned but remained working 
at the parish until July 1, 2002

Retired from active ministry
July 1, 2002

Vicar for Spanish Speaking of the Diocese
September 1969 to May 1975

Diocesan Vicar General 
under Bishop Manuel D. Moreno
December 1988 until 1994

Spanish-language radio ministry
Begining in 1963 and continued for 20 years

Msgr. Arsenio S. Carrillo, cathedral rector, dead at 87
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Stocks | Bonds 

Mutual Funds 

Annuities | CDs 

Money Market Funds  

IRAs | IRA Rollovers 

Retirement Plans 

UITs 

Cash Management 

Financial Planning

Ben Palazzo 
Branch Manager, Senior Vice President/Investments 

(520) 209-7400 | (877) 879-3156 Toll-Free 

4380 N. Campbell Avenue, Suite 201 | Tucson, Arizona 85718  

palazzob@stifel.com | www.stifel.com

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE

Pancake House
Family Restaurant

2532 S. KOLB • 747-7536

Lunch Specials $ 5.95

Open Mon-Sat
6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sun 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Serving Tucson

32 years

Mon Chicken Taco Salad
Tues Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce 
 & Garlic Bread
Wed Steak Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Thurs Chicken & Beans Burrito w/Rice, 
 Beans & Salsa
Fri Lasagna w/Garlic Bread

Monday - Friday $2.79
Not valid on holidays

Menudo Sat-Sun $6.79Breakfast 
Special 

www.proximotravel.com                                                                508-340-9370 
Hablanos Español                                                                          855-842-8001 
anthony@proximotravel.com                                                               Call us 24/7          

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE  
with Airfare from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, & 
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; 
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our 

Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc… 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for 
its actions. Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

Sharers in Ministry

We offer:
• Level One (LI) and Two (LII)  
 certification classes for teachers  
 and catechists
• Courses on theology and  
 spirituality
• Advent and Lenten Series
• Retreats and Days of Recollection
• Other programming to fit the  
 needs of your faith community

The Jordan Ministry Team

Jordan Ministry (520) 623-2563

MAY 2017 - JMT EVENTS
5/4 8:30 a.m. Confirmation Retreat (St. Ambrose)
5/6 8:30 a.m. LI-1: Creed: The Trinity 2: Person of Jesus  
 3: The Church (St. John - Yuma)
5/9 7th Grade Leadership Retreat (St. Cyril School)
5/10 1:00 p.m. LI: TBD (Sacred Heart School - Nogales)
5/13 8:30 a.m. LI-1: The Church 2: Mary & the Saints  
 3: Cultural Div. & Faith Expr. (St. Anthony - Casa Grande)
5/19-5/21 CFP: Deacon Candidates’ Retreat
6/3 9:00 a.m. CCS Ministers to Homebound (Miami, AZ)
6/4 LEM Certification (Diocese of Tucson)
6/5 4:30 p.m. LI-1: Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism & Confirmation  
 2: Sacrament of Initiation: Eucharist (JMT)
6/6 4:30 p.m. LI-1: Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation & Anointing  
 2: Sacrament of Christian Vocation
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TUCSON — Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas 
will ordain Deacons Callistus T. Iyorember 
and Martin A. Moreno as priests for the 
Diocese of Tucson June 3 at 10 a.m. in St. 
Augustine Cathedral.

Deacon Iyorember was born in Benue 
state, Nigeria, to John and Margaret 
Iyorember, and has four sisters: 
Philomena, Benedicta, Angela and Callista.

Before entering the seminary, he 
studied international relations and taught 
high school.

In 1997, he entered the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Seminary in Makurdi as a 

member of 
the Via Christi 
Society. 

He arrived in 
Tucson on Feb. 
19, 2013, for 
inculturation 
and continued 
his seminary 
formation at 
Mundelein 
Seminary, 
Mundelein, Ill., 
2013-17. 

He enjoys 
playing 
badminton and 

singing, and his favorite spiritual activities 
are praying the rosary and the psalms.

He was ordained a transitional deacon 
in St. Augustine’s, June 11, 2016.

Deacon Iyorember said he had learned 
much in his seminary experience in 
the US. “Through prayer and study 
here at Mundelein Seminary, I have 
experienced God’s love for me in a 
unique and extraordinary way,” he 
said. “I am able to confidently trust God 
and abandon myself completely in His 
arms.”

“I look forward with gratitude to 
God as my ordination to the priesthood 
approaches,” he said. “Today I 
am thankful for those moments when 
Jesus enlightened my way, provided 
for me, protected me against danger, 
guided me in my relationships, helped 
me forgive people who may have offended 
me, inspired me, spoke to my heart, 
and helped me respond to Him in an 
appropriate manner.”

Following his priestly ordination, he 
will serve as parochial vicar at St. Mark’s, 
Tucson, beginning July 1.  He will serve 
10 years in the Diocese of Tucson before 
returning to Nigeria for assignment. 

Deacon Moreno was born to Alejandro 
and Dolores Moreno in Nogales, Ariz., and 
grew up a member of Sacred Heart Parish. 
He has an older brother, Joel,  and younger 
sister, Criselly. 

He attended Pima Community College 
in Tucson, and worked at Child and Family 
Resources in an afterschool mentoring 
program. He was a youth minister at 
Sacred Heart and worked with the 
Arco Iris youth group. He entered the 
seminary July 1, 2009, and continued his 
undergraduate studies at Mount Angel 
Seminary, Saint Benedict, OR, 2009-13, 

before moving 
on to Mundelein 
2013-17, for 
theology studies. 

He enjoys 
music, reading 
novels and 
spending time 
with friends. His 
favorite spiritual 
activities are 
singing in choir 
and spending 
time with 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

He was 
ordained a transitional deacon in St. 
Augustine’s, June 11, 2016.

“It’s been a roller coaster ride with 
doubts, fears and questions. It was 
tougher than I thought it would be,” 
Deacon Moreno said of his eight years 
in formation. “It was knowing that God 
called me that has gotten me through.”

Speaking with priests, he has come to 
realize that “the Holy Spirit works through 
us in ways we don’t realize. Peoples’ lives 
are changed and we may never know it.”

When he entered the seminary at age 
19, “I was just a boy,” he said, looking 
back. “It’s surreal. I have really matured in 
those eight years.”

He said that his faith in God’s call has 
helped in discernment and formation; 
that confidence will be what helps him 
grow in his priestly ministry. “God 
is trusting me, even though I am an 
instrument with faults.”

Following his priestly ordination, he 
will serve as parochial vicar at Immaculate 
Conception, Yuma, beginning July 1. 

—
Bishop Kicanas will celebrate the Mass of 
Ordination in St. Augustine Cathedral on June 
3 at 10 a.m. All are invited to attend.

Providing 
order to 
Holy Orders

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

With the ordination of priests, transitional 
deacons and permanent deacons on the calendar 
in 2017, there might be some confusion about 
the sacrament of Holy Orders.

There are three levels of ordination: diaconal, 
presbyteral and episcopal.

Episcopal refers to the ordination of bishops, 
which is considered the fullness of Holy Orders. 
This sacrament would be conveyed if, for 
example, the priest appointed as the seventh 
bishop of Tucson, to succeed Bishop Gerald F. 
Kicanas, is not already a bishop.

Presbyteral ordination refers to the ordination 
of priests. There are traditionally two kinds of 
priests: diocesan, or secular priests, and religious 
order priests. Diocesan priests make promises of 
celibacy and obedience to their bishop. Members 
of religious orders also take a vow of poverty.

Diaconal ordination refers to Holy Orders 
conferred upon deacons. For most of the history 
of the Church, the diaconate was reserved to 
men studying for the priesthood. However, 
early in the history of the Church, deacons were 
ordained to serve the physical needs of members 
of the Christian community. By the fifth century, 
the duties of the deacons were more liturgical, 
which led church leaders to eventually include it 
within the formation process for the presbyterate 
or priesthood.

The Second Vatican Council reinstituted 
the permanent diaconate as a clerical ministry 
to extend the ministry of the Church into the 
marketplace and the everyday life of the faithful. 
Men progressing toward priesthood and those 
ordained to the permanent diaconate receive the 
same orders, but those going on to priesthood 
are identified as “transitional” deacons to 
indicate their pending ordination.

Permanent deacons’ primary ministry still is 
service to the community ; they may preach at 
Mass and preside at the sacraments of baptism 
and marriages without Masses. They are ordinary 
(as opposed to extraordinary) ministers of 
Communion.  Permanent deacons can be 
ordained while married, but when a wife dies, 
a permanent deacon cannot remarry. Deacons 
ordained as unmarried men, cannot get married 
after ordination. 

Two to be ordained priests June 3

DEACON 
MARTIN A. 
MORENO

DEACON 
CALLISTUS T. 
IYOREMBER
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Nearly 700 family, friends, religious 
and secular leaders gathered in St. 
Augustine Cathedral in Tucson Aug. 
25 to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of priestly ordination of Bishop 
Gerald F. Kicanas. Throughout the 
day, there were moments of loud, 
public appreciation and quiet but 
proud support. At right, attendees 
applaud in a standing ovation near 
the end of Mass. Below, earlier in the 
day before a private lunch, the bishop 
took a moment for a photo with his 
family. From left are nephew Steve 
Yarbrough, the bishop’s younger sister 
Barbara Yarbrough, the bishop, nieces 
Teresa Fleischman and Amy Jacquat, 
cousin Najla Bnahoom-Sluder and 
nephew Paul Kerwin.

There were several touching moments near the end and after Mass for the bishop. Above, in a near-empty 
cathedral, the bishop and his sister Barbara Yarbrough share a warm embrace. Below, the bishop received an 
original piece of art depicting the classic Pieta, created by a group of Arizona religious. The artwork was a gift of 
diocesan staff. From left are Moderator of the Curia Msgr. Jeremiah McCarthy and bishop’s Executive Assistants 
Sonya Gutierrez and Dominican Sister Charlotte Anne Swift.

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Above, after Mass, Franciscans from San Solano missions share a table at the reception at 
the Stillwell House in Tucson. From left are Father William Minkel, Brothers Peter Voegel and 
David Paz and Father Alfonso Vasquez. At right, after bringing up the offertory gifts, nephew 
Steve Yarbrough receives a hug from his uncle.

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Community celebrates 50 years of compassion
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Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Above, after Mass, Franciscans from San Solano missions share a table at the reception at 
the Stillwell House in Tucson. From left are Father William Minkel, Brothers Peter Voegel and 
David Paz and Father Alfonso Vasquez. At right, after bringing up the offertory gifts, nephew 
Steve Yarbrough receives a hug from his uncle. Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Catholic Outlook photo by Steff Koeneman

In his homily, Bishop Kicanas talks about the lessons he has learned during his five 
decades as a priest.

Community celebrates 50 years of compassion
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

TUCSON — Jean Fedigan 
looked around at all the workers 
feverishly constructing showers, 
installing drop ceilings and putting 
up drywall in the new Sister Jose 
Women’s Center.

“This whole thing is a miracle,” 
said Fedigan, executive director of 
the center.

In the new 9,000-square-foot 
women’s shelter, a former home of 
a plumbing company, Fedigan led a 
tour of the facility, parts of which 
only included steel frames.

One room will be used to 
coordinate volunteers; another 
will be a library sponsored by 
Congregation Or Chadash, a local 
Jewish community. A third room, 
like virtually each one in the 
building, will serve a dual purpose. 
Most days, it will be a “quiet 
room” with cots for women who 
come in during the day and need 
a safe place to sleep. However, on 
Tuesday mornings, the cots will 

clear out and staff from El Rio 
Community Health Center will 
stop by to address any resident’s 
pressing medical needs. 

“This new center has become 
something wonderful. It’s crossing 
boundaries of all faiths and God’s 
love is just shining through,” she said.

Steven Tofel, of Tofel 
Construction, has donated his time 
to be a clerk of the construction 
work, and the subcontractors, 
following his lead, are donating their 
help to prepare the new facility for 
service as soon as possible.

It couldn’t come soon enough, 
Fedigan said, as their old location 
at 18 W. 18 St., was scheduled to 
be vacated at the end of March, and 
the dozen or so women who use 
that facility each night will need to 
find safety somewhere else until 
the new site, at 1050 S. Park Ave., 
officially opened. Fedigan admits 
she finds it difficult to think about 
the safety of homeless women for 
that interim period.

Instead, she works on promoting the 

new facility and the support it is getting 
from the local community, including:

• The donation of a fully 
functioning commercial kitchen, 
including dishwashers, from 
Humberto and Czarina Lopez, owners 
of HSL Properties, and friends.

• Local housing advocate 
FHR CARES awarded the 
center $100,000 to assist in the 
renovations.

• The Jewish Federation of 
Southern Arizona is paying for the 
installation of a mural on the back 
exterior wall.

Fedigan rattled off a string of 
other donors, large and small. 
“It is the community. It is people 
coming together.”

She spoke about a woman who 
stopped by one day to give a check 
from her mother’s estate. The 
woman told the story of a time 
when her mother was in trouble 
and a similar organization stepped 
forward to help her out. 

“That’s God at work,” Fedigan 
said. “If you have a vision for 

something like this, you bring it to 
God; and, you make it a big vision.”

“God does not intend for us to stand 
around and do nothing,” she added.

The vision includes starting job 
preparation classes, Fedigan added. 
Many homeless women are older, 
suffer from mental illness and have 
been homeless for so long that they 
“can’t begin to think about what 
it would be like to be caught in a 
safety net. Most of them are just 
concerned about getting through 
that day without being attacked or 
raped or having their stuff stolen.”

She is working on obtaining 
a grant to make that training 
possible. Meanwhile, the center is 
always looking for more volunteers. 

“We have 80-90, but we really 
need 150,” she said.

The center opened for service 
April 20, and held an open house 
on April 23.

—
Editor’s note: To volunteer or donate to 
the Sister Jose Women’s Center, visit 
srjosewomensshelter.org or call  
(520) 909-3905.

Women’s center director calls new facility ‘a miracle’

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown

Above left, Jean Fedigan, executive director of the Sister Jose Women’s Center in Tucson, watches as 
workers carry drywall during renovation work March 28. Also above, Fedigan, left, is joined April 20 
at the official ribbon cutting by Tucson city councilman for Ward 5 Richard Fimbres, Bishop Gerald F. 
Kicanas and Steven Tofel of Tofel Construction. At right, volunteer Jennifer Hoffman is prepared to 
assist visitors in front of shelves stacked with towels.
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

TUCSON — “If we didn’t have this 
center here, who knows where these 
young people would be.”

That’s what Rosario Caputo, 
a youth minister at St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Parish, said when he 
looked around the room at nearly 
a dozen teens spending some time 
March 8 at the San Jose Luis Sanchez 
del Rio Youth Cenacle, adjoining the 
Pascua Yaqui Community Center.

Caputo, who taught at the site, 
the former Richey Elementary 
School, more than 25 years ago, 
returned to the area five years 
ago as a Catholic missionary from 
Italy. He spent a number of years 
serving the Yaquis and other Native 
American communities.

Caputo identified a need for the 
young people to have a place to go 
when they weren’t in school.

He knew he had to do something 
and got approval to establish the 

cenacle – a youth center – naming 
it after the newly-minted saint and 
martyr of the Cristero persecutions 
also called La Cristiada, in Mexico. 
José Sánchez del Río, was put to death 
by the Mexican government in 1928 
because he would not renounce his 

faith as demanded by government 
officials of all Mexican residents 
before and during the war, roughly 
from 1926-29.

Caputo said one of the young 
people to walk through the door was a 
youth named Jose Luis Sanchez who, 

today, is an adult leader at the group.
Caputo asks the youths who 

enter what they hope to gain by 
their time there. Many talk about 
learning more about their faith and 
building community. Some seek to 
receive the sacraments. 

Martin Acuña is enrolled in a 
summer college prep program in 
Sedona. He will be the first member 
of his family to go to college. 

Caputo said that his efforts support 
the work being done through the 
parish, including the family faith 
formation that occurs in other rooms 
at the community center around 
the same time. The work has led to 
a resurgence in families involved 
and receiving the sacraments. He 
credited the pastor, Trinitarian Father 
Seraphim Molina, for creating the 
wave of evangelization at the parish.

“This is a wonderful program that 
works together with our excellent 
family catechesis here in the parish,” 
Father Molina said.

TUCSON — Fifty-six Catholic 
schools, parishes and ministries 
received more than $571,000 
in grants from the Catholic 
Foundation April 4 for projects 
ranging from parish security to 
sanctuary railings and backpacks.

Church leaders gathered at the 
Tucson Electric Power UniSource 
building to receive checks from 
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas for 
projects submitted for funding 
during the 2016 calendar year. 

Salvatore Polizzotto, the 
foundation’s executive director, 
said that the number of applications 

increased from the previous year, 
with 59 applications submitted 
in 2016 compared to 46 in 2015. 
Total disbursements also jumped 
to more than $571,000, up from 
$365,900 in 2015.

The most any applicant could 
receive is $15,000. Capital 
improvement projects - requiring 
construction or equipment 
installation - received most of those 
larger grants. The Patronato of San 
Xavier Mission received the full 
amount for the restoration and 
preservation of sanctuary railings. 
St. Patrick’s in Bisbee received 

$14,600 to help repair and restore 
century-old Stations of the Cross. 

However, ministry needs 
extended beyond bricks and 
mortar, with Catholic Community 
Services in Tucson receiving 
$15,000 for services to a pregnant 
and parenting teens program at the 
Merilac Lodge group home.

Ministry and programming needs 
included $5,000 to the diocesan 
Human Life and Dignity office for a 
new single parent ministry initiative 
providing leadership training and 
childcare resources.  Tucson’s 
Poverello House was awarded $7,000 

for new clothing and backpacks for 
guests, kitchen flooring and furniture 
in the living and sleeping rooms.

Transportation was another 
theme, with the Pio Decimo Center 
getting $12,000 for a new truck and 
trailer to pick up donations. CCS in 
Sierra Vista received $9,800 to buy 
two minivans for its Parent Aide 
program in Cochise, Graham and 
Greenlee counties. The St. Thomas 
More Newman Center in Tucson got 
$6,300 to renovate a facility carport. 

A complete listing of the grant 
awards can be found at cathfnd.
org/grants2016.

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Antonio Sanchez, Glafiro Perez and Martin Acuña enjoy a spirited game of foosball at the San 
Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio Youth Cenacle at the Pascua Yaqui Community Center, Tucson.

Pascua Yaqui youths find a home at Sanchez Cenacle center

Catholic Foundation provides $571,000 in grants

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown

Salvatore Polizzotto, 
executive director of the 
Catholic Foundation, 
announces grant recipients 
at the annual awards 
ceremony April 4 at the 
Tucson Electric Power 
UniSource building in 
Tucson. Among the parish 
delegations was one 
from Sts. Peter and Paul, 
Tucson, led by its pastor, 
Father Patrick Crino.
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Blaise Pascal once wrote: “Men never do evil 
so completely and cheerfully as when they do it 
from a religious conviction.”

How true. This has been going on since the 
beginning of time and is showing few signs of 
disappearing any time soon. We still do violence 
and evil and justify them in God’s name. 

We see countless examples of this in 
history. From the time that we first gained self-
consciousness, we’ve done violence in God’s name. 
It began by sacrificing human persons to try to 
attain God’s favor and it led to everything from 
actively persecuting others for religious reasons, 
to waging war in God’s name, to burning people 
for heresy at the Inquisition, to practicing capital 
punishment for religious reasons, and, not least, 
at one point in history, to handing Jesus over to be 
crucified out of our misguided religious fervor.

These are some salient historical examples; 
sadly not much has changed. Today, in its most 
gross form, we see violence done in God’s name 
by groups like Al-Qaida and Isis who, whatever 
else might be their motivation, believe that they 
are serving God and cleansing the world in God’s 
name by brute terrorism and murder. The death 
of thousands of innocent people can be justified, 
they believe, by the fact that this is God’s cause, so 
sacred and urgent that it allows for the bracketing 
of all basic standards of humanity, decency 
and normal religion. When it’s for God’s cause, 
outright evil is rationalized. 

Happily, it’s impossible for most of us to justify 
this kind of violence and murder in our minds and 
hearts. Unfortunately, most of us still justify this 
kind of sacral violence in more subtle modes. For 
instance, many of us still justify capital punishment 
in the name of divine justice, believing that God’s 
purposes demand that we kill someone. Many 
justify abortion by an appeal to our God-given 
freedoms. Not least, virtually all of us justify certain 
violence in our language and discourse. We feel that 
our cause is so special and sacred that it gives us 
the right to withhold some of the fundamentals of 
Christian charity, respect and graciousness in our 

dealings with those who disagree with us. 
Our language, in the circles of the political right 

and the left, is rife with a violence we justify in 
God’s name. On the right, issues like abortion and 
the defense of dogma are deemed so important as to 
give us permission to demonize others. On the left, 
issues of economic and ecological injustice, because 
they so directly affect the poor, similarly give us 
permission to bracket respect and graciousness. 
Both sides like to justify themselves with an appeal 
to God’s righteous anger.

There’s a story in John’s Gospel, delicious in 
its irony, which helps expose how we are so often 
blind to the violence we do in God’s name. It’s 
the famous incident of the woman who is caught 
in adultery. They bring her to Jesus and tell Him 
that they caught her in the act and that Moses 

commanded, in God’s name, that women like 
this be stoned to death. Jesus, for his part, says 
nothing. He bends down and writes with his 
finger, twice, on the ground and then tells them 
the one among them who’s without sin might 
cast the first stone. They understand the gesture 
- why He is writing on the ground, why He is 
writing twice and what that means.

What does it mean?
Moses went up a mountain and God, with 

His finger, wrote the Ten Commandments into 
two tablets of stone. As Moses approached 
the Israelite camp on his return, carrying the 
two tablets of stone, he caught the people in 
the very act of committing idolatry. What did 
he do? In a fit of religious fervor, he broke the 
Commandments, literally, physically, over the 
golden calf and then picked up the fragments and 
threw those stones at the people. 

Here’s the irony from which to draw a lesson: 
Moses was the first person to break the Ten 
Commandments. He broke them in God’s name 
and then took the fragments and stoned the people.  
He did this violence in all sincerity, caught up in 
religious fervor. Later, he had to go back up the 
mountain and have the Commandments written 
a second time. However, before giving Moses 
the Commandments a second time, God also 
gave him a lecture: Don’t stone people with the 
Commandments. Don’t do violence in my name.

We’ve been very slow to grasp this mandate and 
take it seriously. We still find every sort of moral 
and religious justification for doing violence in 
God’s name. We are still, like Moses, smashing the 
Commandments on what we consider idolatrous 
and then stoning others with the fragments. This 
is evident everywhere in our religious and moral 
discourse, particularly in how we, as Pascal might put 
it, in God’s name, “completely and cheerfully” bracket 
charity as it pertains to graciousness and respect.

—
Oblate of Mary Immaculate Father Ron Rolheiser, 
theologian, teacher and award-winning author, is president 
of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He can be contacted through his website ronrolheiser.com.

“Peace be with you” is the message proclaimed by 
the risen Christ (Lk 24:36; Jn 20:19,21,26). “Peace 
be with you” is the gift we exchange as the Body of 
Christ, before receiving the Body and Blood of Christ 
in the Eucharist (see Rom 15:33; 3 Jn 15). 

What do we mean by this and, more important in 
our troubled times, how do we find this peace? 

“Not as the world gives peace do I give it to you,” 
says Jesus (Jn 14:27). Peace is not merely the absence 
of conflict, much less the product of any form of 
violence. Rather than repaying “evil for evil,” we are 
called to “conquer evil with good” (Rom 12:17-21), 
after the example of Jesus’ life, ministry and paschal 
mystery (see Eph. 2:14-16). This peace is deeply 

rooted in the covenantal relationship with God (see 
Ps 4:9; Is 26:3-4, 54:10; Ez 34:25; Mal 2:4-5; Mk 5:34; 
Rom 14:17) and finds its expression in love, even love 
of one’s enemies (see Lk, 6:27). 

We have the famous line from Pope Paul VI’s 1972 
World Day of Peace message, “If you want peace, 

work for justice.” As we see in Scripture, “The work 
of justice will be peace” (Is 32:17); and “the fruit of 
justice is sown in peace for those who cultivate peace” 
(Jas 3:18). Paul VI said, “A peace that is not the result 
of true respect for humanity is not true peace.” St. 
John Paul II affirms: “Either it is the good of all or it is 
the good of none.” 

An essential part of this Easter season is the 
message of peace and the call to be messengers of 
God’s peace. We do this by overcoming fear with 
faith and breaking through divisions with love. “Then 
the God of peace will be with you” (Phil. 4:9).

—
Salvatorian Father Jeff Wocken serves with the Jordan 
Ministry Team in Tucson. 

THAT ALL MAY 
KNOW THE SAVIOR
Father Jeff Wocken, S.D.S. 

Peace be with you

Violence in God’s name does violence to God
ABOUT THE FAITH

Father Ron Rolheiser
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They are known as scammers, con artists, 
batterers and rapists. I call them predators - those 
who make their living by lying and betraying 
people for their own interests.

You have no doubt seen these people. You might 
not have identified the behaviors they exhibit, but 
something in your gut likely told you to be wary. 
Pay attention to your intuition. Their stories just 
don’t add up, or you find yourself thinking that 
there are many questions you have. You can’t 
shake the feeling that all may not be as it seems.

The primary focus of this article is to address 
and identify red flags you see or may have 
already experienced in this type of worrisome 
personality in your life. These individuals can 
do major harm to one’s overall health, which can 
result in trauma lasting a lifetime. 

What is predatory behavior? These are behaviors 
that objectively seem exploitative or oppressive.

There is a belief that predators and abusers 
are easy to spot, that they display obvious signs 
you can pick out immediately. While there 
are warning signs, be aware that predators 
have carefully sharpened their skills to avoid 
detection. They may show a kindness or 
legitimacy that is disarming. However, once 
a possible victim is comfortable with them, 
another side begins to appear.  

If predators weren’t skilled at convincing 
potential victims and supporters that they are 
nice people, they wouldn’t be successful at 
what they do. They’ve learned how to fool and 
manipulate people. It’s their profession. If they 
weren’t good at deceiving people, they would 
have moved on to doing something else.  

Abusive behavior usually starts after the victim 

has made an emotional, spiritual and/or financial 
commitment to the predator. Senior citizens with 
no family to protect them are common victims, 
as are children and vulnerable adults struggling 
with trauma or an emotional crisis. 

The predator comes in to save the day, 
becomes the victim’s closest friend and confidant 
and then begins to harm. By the time others 
recognize the harm, the victims are unable to see 
that someone they trusted has abused their trust.

Know these potential red flags in a predator: 
• Abusers are charming and tend to be very 

skilled at social manipulation.
• They are skilled liars. They will declare their 

honesty and honorable intentions but their actual 
actions will demonstrate differently.

• They are in control of their actions. They 
do not harm everyone they meet. They are very 
careful to abuse children and adults that they 
have identified as vulnerable. 

• They blame others for their behavior. 
Abusers shift responsibility for their actions 
away from themselves onto others. Often, they 
take on the victim role. 

• Although friends and acquaintances will be 
subjected to manipulation, lies and sometimes 
emotional abuse, usually only the abuser’s 
intimate partners and immediate family will see 
the dark side. 

• Abusers specialize in discovering and 

exploiting your vulnerabilities. In the beginning, 
they will tell you how special you are. They 
will encourage you to confess your fears and 
vulnerabilities, and they will make a good show 
of being vulnerable themselves, even though it is 
just an act built on deception. 

• The abuser’s intentions and actions are too 
good to be true.

• Retain responsibility for your finances and 
personal care. Do not give possible predators blank 
checks or access to credit information. If you 
already have done so, make sure bills are being 
paid. If the person cannot give you proof within 24 
hours, it may be worth contacting police. 

• Do not let anyone stop you from investigating 
your own financial or personal business. Do not 
let anyone prevent you from meeting with your 
friends or family. A real caregiver or friend would 
never block you from social or family contact.

Protect yourself. If a person just materializes 
to help you, be skeptical of that unrequested 
assistance. Investigate their circumstances. Have 
they had drug problems, can’t keep a job, or are 
they always needing something? Talk to others; 
what has their experience been with this individual?

Ask for references and then check them. Just asking 
may cause the predator to seek another victim. 

Finally, if you have been robbed or abused, 
report the problem. Trust your feelings. If no 
crime was committed, then no one will be 
harmed. If a crime was committed, the predator 
needs to be stopped.

—
Dr. Rosemary Cleaya-Alston is the Director of the 
Office of Child, Adolescent, and Adult Protection for the 
Diocese of Tucson. 

OUR CALL TO PROTECT
Dr. Rosemary Celaya-Alston, M.A., Ed.D

ST. DAVID — The Olivetan 
Benedictine Congregation 
of Santa Maria of Monte 
Oliveto Maggioe announced in 
February that Most Holy Trinity 
Monastery, a small monastic 
community in St. David, is 
being dissolved because of 
insufficient personnel. 

Benedictine Father Henri 
Capdeville and Brothers 
Gary Miller and Christopher 
Thurman were being reassigned 
to the Olivetan Benedictine 
community in Pecos, NM. 

The decision by Abbot 
General Diego M. Rosa to close 
the monastery came only after 
extended conversation with his 
council.

Father Capdeville chose 
to contest the reassignment 
in civil court. The Olivetan 
community, which owns the 
property, said they believe the 
decision will be resolved shortly 
in their favor. 

The monastery is home 
to an oblate community 
whose members park their 

recreational vehicles there. The 
campus also has a cemetery, 
chapel and a retreat center. 

The grounds remain open 
and scheduled retreats are 
being honored. The Olivetans 
have assured families with 
loved ones buried there, 
they will not be disturbed. 
Those who have arranged for 
burials in the cemetery will be 
respected.

The decision by the Olivetan 
Benedictines regarding the 
remainder of the property and 

the programs will be made 
when greater clarity about the 
monastery’s financial situation 
and the viability of its programs 
can be determined. 

The Olivetans have asked 
the diocese for permission 
to appoint Deacon Rick 
Valencia, who lives in the 
area, as administrator, along 
with Benedictine Abbot Mark 
Ephrem Nolan of Holy Cross 
Monastery, Rostrevor, Northern 
Ireland, who would serve as the 
president of the corporation.

Benedictines announce dissolution of Most Holy Trinity

Not everyone who wants to help is heaven sent
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Cardinal: Virtue, 
not visions, endear 
Fatima seers 
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — As extraordinary 
as the apparitions at Fatima, Portugal, 
nearly 100 years ago were, the sanctity of 
the shepherd children did not hinge on 

their having seen Mary, a cardinal said.
“The apparition of the Virgin Mary 

was an occasion, but it has nothing to do 
with or has not influenced the reason” 
Blesseds Francisco and Jacinta Marto 
will be declared saints, Portuguese 
Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins, former 
prefect of the Congregation for Saints’ 
Causes, told Catholic News Service.

“It was the children’s heroism in their 
lives, their life of prayer, their turning to 
God that was truly holy,” he said. 

Pope Francis will declare the 
sainthood of the two during his visit to 
the site of the apparitions May 13.

The date was announced April 20 
during an “ordinary public consistory,” 
a meeting of the pope, cardinals and 
promoters of sainthood causes that 
formally ends the sainthood process.

The pope’s pilgrimage will mark 
the 100th anniversary of the Marian 
apparitions, which began May 13, 1917, 
when 9-year-old Francisco and 7-year-

old Jacinta, along with their cousin 
Lucia dos Santos, reported seeing the 
Virgin Mary. The apparitions continued 
once a month until Oct. 13, 1917, and 
later were declared worthy of belief by 
the Catholic Church.

A year after the apparitions, both 
Marto children became ill during an 
influenza epidemic. Francisco died 
April 4, 1919, at the age of 10, while 
Jacinta succumbed to her illness Feb. 
20, 1920, at the age of 9.

By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — While conversion 
and prayer are at the heart of Mary’s 
messages at Fatima, Portugal, the 
miracles and unexplained phenomenon 
that accompanied the events 100 years 
ago continue to intrigue believers and 
nonbelievers alike. 

The apparitions of Mary at Fatima 
in 1917 were not the first supernatural 
events reported there.

Two years before Mary appeared 
to the three shepherd children - 
Lucia dos Santos and her cousins, 
Jacinta and Francisco Marto - they 
saw a strange sight while praying the 
rosary in the field, according to the 
memoirs of Sister Lucia, who had 
become a Carmelite nun.

“We had hardly begun when, there 
before our eyes, we saw a figure poised 
in the air above the trees; it looked like 
a statue made of snow, rendered 
almost transparent by the rays of the 
sun,” she wrote, describing what they 
saw in 1915. 

The next year, Francisco and 
Jacinta received permission to 
tend their family’s flocks and Lucia 
decided to join her cousins in a field 
owned by their families. 

It was 1916 when the mysterious 
figure appeared again, this time 
approaching close enough “to 
distinguish its features.”

“Do not be afraid! I am the Angel 
of Peace. Pray with me,” Sister Lucia 
recalled the angel saying. 

The three told no one about the 
angel’s visit and received no more 

heavenly visits until May 13, 1917. 
While the children tended their sheep 
and played, they were startled by two 
flashes of lightning.

As they made their way down a 
slope, the children saw a “lady all 
dressed in white” standing on a small 
tree. It was the first of six apparitions of 
Mary, who gave a particular message or 
revelation each time:

• May 13, 1917. When asked by the 
children who she was and where she 
came from, the lady said she was “from 
heaven” and that she would reveal her 
identity later. She asked the children to 
come back to the Cova da Iria on the 
13th day of the month for the next six 
months, and she asked them to pray the 
rosary every day “to obtain peace for 
the world” and the end of World War I. 

• June 13, 1917. The lady said she 
would take Francisco and Jacinta 
to heaven soon while Lucia would 
remain on earth for “sometime 
longer” to establish devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart.

• July 13, 1917. The lady said she 
would reveal her identity in October 
and “perform a miracle for all to see and 
believe.” After telling the children to 
make sacrifices for sinners, she revealed 
three secrets; two of the secrets were 
not shared publicly until 1941 and the 
third secret, written down by Sister 
Lucia and sent to the Vatican, was not 
released until 2000.

The first secret involved a vision of 
hell in which the children saw “a sea 
of fire” with demons and human souls 
shrieking “in pain and despair.” 

The second secret was that while 

World War I would come to end, a 
“worse one will break out” if people 
continued offending God.

The children were told that 
calamity would be prevented if 
Russia was consecrated to the 
Immaculate Heart. Sister Lucia 
confirmed that the consecration was 
done properly by Pope Pius XII in 
1942 and by St. John Paul II in 1984.

The third and final secret, published 
83 years after the Fatima apparitions, 
was a vision of a “bishop dressed in 
white” shot down amid the rubble 
of a ruined city. The official Vatican 
interpretation, discussed with Sister 
Lucia before its publication, was that it 
referred to the persecution of Christians 
in the 20th century and, specifically, to 
the 1981 assassination attempt on the 
life of St. John Paul II. 

• Aug. 13, 1917. The lady again said 
she would perform a miracle in October 
and asked that the money given by 
pilgrims be used to build a chapel on the 
site of the apparitions. 

• Sept. 13, 1917. The lady asked them 
to continue to pray the rosary “to obtain 
the end of the war,” and she said that 
Jesus, St. Joseph, Our Lady of Sorrows 
and Our Lady of Carmel would appear 
during the miracle in October. 

• Oct. 13, 1917. Despite the pouring 
rain, tens of thousands of people went 
to the Cova da Iria to witness the long-
awaited miracle. 

The lady identified herself as 
“Our Lady of the Rosary” and said 
the war would end and the soldiers 
would return home. After asking 
that people cease to offend God, she 
opened her hands, which reflected a 
light toward the sun.

Sister Lucia recalled crying out, 
“Look at the sun!” As the crowds 
looked on, the sun appeared to “dance,” 
spinning and changing colors. The 
children also saw the promised figures 
of Jesus, St. Joseph and Mary. 

Amazement at the “dancing sun” 
turned to panic when the sun seemed to 
hurl toward earth. Fearing the end of the 
world, some people screamed and ran, 
some tried to hide and others remained 
on their knees, praying for mercy. Then 
the sun returned to its place.

Thirteen years after Mary’s final 
apparition at Fatima, the bishop of 
Leiria declared the visions of the 
three shepherd children “worthy of 
belief” and allowed the veneration 
of Our Lady of Fatima. However, 
the bishop did not recognize the 
“dancing sun” as miraculous.

FatimaFatima
STILL CAPTIVATES AFTER 100 YEARS

CNS photo by EPA

Portuguese shepherd children Lucia dos Santos, center, and her cousins, Jacinta and Francisco 
Marto, are seen in a file photo taken around the time of the 1917 apparitions of Mary at Fatima.
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The answer is both.
Sources dating back to the fifth century 

indicate that the practice of the Church in 
the early Christian communities find special 
dedication to the Blessed Mother in May. By the 
17th century, there is a widespread custom of 
consecrating May to Mary.

It was on May 13, 1917, that the first appearance 
of Mary to the children of Fatima occurred. 

In 1945, Pope Pius XII concretized the 
practice by entering into the canon the feast of 
Queenship of Mary on May 31, as part of the 
celebration of a Marian year. Subsequently, May 
31 became the feast of the Visitation, and the 
Queenship celebration has been moved to Aug. 22.

May crownings, symbolizing her title of 
Queen of Heaven, were celebrated widely, 
but lost popularity in the 1970s and 1980s; 
however, they have since made a comeback. May 
crownings are frequently linked to Mother’s Day, 
observed on the second Sunday in May.

Many cultures have their own special devotions 
to Mary, including Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
patroness of the Americas. 

In the Philippines, for example, Mary is 
honored with the Flores de Mayo, “Flowers of 
May.” Altars are decorated with seasonal flowers 
and processions and dances are performed to 
welcome the anticipated rains that will nourish 
local crops. Celebrations conclude with the 
“Santacruzan,” a procession of images from 
religious and national history through the 
community. The procession includes a person 
playing the role of St. Helena, bearing a cross 
or crucifix. St. Helena was the mother of the 
Emperor Constantine and was reputed to have 
found the cross used in the crucifixion of Christ.

October won fame in its dedication to Mary 
in 1571 when against all odds, the Muslim 
expansion into Europe was halted at the Battle 
of Lepanto in Spain. It occurred on Oct. 7, which 
became the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

This is the fourth story in the Sacrament 
series published by the Catholic Outlook. 
This article focuses on Confirmation.
By FRANCISCAN FATHER DON MILLER
Used with permission

“And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:4)

Just as Baptism gives new life, 
Eucharist nourishes life, and 
Reconciliation restores life when it 
is broken, Confirmation strengthens 
that life by the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(“Catechism of the Catholic Church,” 
1285). It is about strengthening 
what God has given, and continues 
to give, to His sons and daughters 
(“Catechism,” 1302-03).

The sacrament of Confirmation 
is not the Catholic equivalent to the 
Jewish bar mitzvah. Confirmation 
is not a “coming of age” celebration. 
True, most young people are just 
beginning to pass into early adulthood 
when they receive the sacrament, but 
Confirmation is not about coming of 
age. Reception of the sacrament of 
Confirmation does not mark the end of 
formal religious education. We never 
outgrow a need for a deeper knowledge 
and appreciation of our faith.

The sacrament of Confirmation is 
not a rite of passage, nor a graduation 
from religion class, nor a ratification 
of a personal faith choice. Rather, it’s 

all about what God is doing for His 
beloved daughters and sons.

God is strengthening the divine life 
which He gave at Baptism, nourishing 
us in the Eucharist and reconciling 
with us in Penance. He does this so 
the individual can better defend and 
witness to the faith through the gifts 
and workings of the Holy Spirit. There 
are - and will be - many situations 
when we are called upon to defend and 
witness to our faith. We need all the 
help we can get.

Why was a slap on the cheek by 
the confirming bishop part of the 
celebration of the sacrament of 
Confirmation?

Part of the theology of the 
sacrament is that one takes on more 
adult responsibilities for the faith and 
becomes a “soldier for Christ” when 
confirmed. Any good soldier must be 
willing to suffer the bruises and scars 
of battle. The slap on the cheek was a 
symbolic gesture intended to remind 
us of the fact that we may have to 
endure suffering for our faith. The 
sacrament of Confirmation strengthens 
us and makes us willing to accept those 
responsibilities and, if necessary, suffer 
and die for the faith.

What role does the Holy Spirit play 
in the sacrament of Confirmation?

The Holy Spirit completes the grace 

of baptism and offers the newly 
confirmed strength as a true witness 
of Christ. Thus, the newly confirmed 
is “more strictly obliged to spread 
and defend the faith by word and 
deed.” (“Catechism,” 1285) Thus, 
the Holy Spirit completes what was 
begun at baptism.

Would it be better to confirm people 
when they are adults and can make 
their own choices?

Canon law states that - except when 
there is a danger of death - anyone who 
is baptized and has the use of reason, is 
properly instructed and disposed, and 
can renew their baptismal commitment, 
is able to be confirmed. The same code 
states that the proper age for reception 
of the sacrament is at the age of reason, 
unless the episcopal conference decides 
differently (Canon 891).

Perhaps the requirement that one 
be “properly disposed” is the key 
to when the sacrament is received. 
Proper disposition refers to the 
recipient’s willingness to cooperate 
with the gifts of the sacrament, 
which can happen at almost any age. 
Nowhere is the sacrament described 
as a ratification of the recipient’s 
choice or decision about the faith.

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are the 
grace and focus of the sacrament. 
These gifts provide the recipient with 

the courage and strength to witness 
and serve - two responsibilities 
accepted in baptism.

That is why it is important not to 
view the sacrament of Confirmation 
as a rite of passage, a ratification of 
a personal choice, or a graduation 
from religious instruction. 
Confirmation is a distinctive 
working of God in a person’s life.

How does this sacrament benefit us 
in our adult lives as Catholics?

The sacrament of Confirmation 
helps a person remain faithful to 
his or her baptismal commitment to 
witness to Christ and to serve others. 
The gifts of the Holy Spirit associated 
with Confirmation are strengths (or 
virtues) that Christian living requires 
if it is to be fruitful and complete. 
Thus wisdom, understanding, 
knowledge, counsel, fortitude, piety 
and fear of the Lord are divine aids to 
Christian living. Without these gifts, 
fulfilling one’s baptismal calling would 
be far more difficult, if not impossible.

Perhaps we don’t recognize these 
qualities as gifts of strength because 
they have become a part of our 
Christian living and appear quite 
natural – which affirms how closely 
the Holy Spirit works with us.

May or October? Which is the month of Mary?

Confirmation provides the gifts to live out our baptismal vows

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of San Xavier Mission School

Students from San Xavier Mission School participate in a 
May crowning procession in 2016. 
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La diócesis reunirá información de 
estudiantes, grupos y ministros.

Hace poco, el Papa Francisco escribió una carta 
a los jóvenes de 16 a 29 años en la cual afirmaba: 
“Ustedes son el centro de mi atención”.

Francisco, al igual que muchos de nosotros 
ya mayores de 30 años, está preocupado por la 
generación milenial y postmilenial. Él se pregunta 
qué piensan los jóvenes, qué es importante para ellos, 
cuáles son sus inquietudes, y cuáles son sus actitudes 
hacia la Iglesia y sus enseñanzas.

En la misiva, Francisco les recordó que durante 
la Jornada Mundial de la Juventud, celebrada en 
Cracovia el año pasado, él les había preguntado varias 
veces si sería posible cambiar el mundo, y ellos habían 
respondido a viva voz “¡Sí!”

El Papa Francisco dijo en la carta, “Un mundo 
mejor se construye también gracias 
a ustedes, que siempre desean 
cambiar y ser generosos... la Iglesia 
desea ponerse a la escucha de la 
voz, de la sensibilidad, de la fe de 
cada uno de ustedes, así como 
también de sus dudas y críticas”.

Francisco anunció su deseo 
de que el próximo Sínodo de 
Obispos en octubre de 2018 se 
enfoque en la juventud, la fe y el 
discernimiento vocacional. En 
preparación para este sínodo, él ha 
formulado una serie de preguntas 
que quiere que todos los obispos 
planteen a los jóvenes de sus 
diócesis. Las preguntas cubren 
una amplia gama de temas sobre 
los cuales se buscan reflexiones 
y recomendaciones de los 
jóvenes. Estas son preguntas del 
cuestionario del Vaticano:

• ¿De qué modo la Iglesia 
escucha la realidad de los jóvenes?

• ¿Cuáles son los principales 
desafíos del presente, y cuáles son las oportunidades 
más significativas para los jóvenes de su país?

• ¿Qué tipos de lugares de congregación juvenil, 
institucionales y no institucionales, tienen más éxito 
dentro del ámbito eclesial, y por qué?

• ¿Qué tipos de lugares de congregación juvenil, 
institucionales y no institucionales, tienen más éxito 
fuera del ámbito eclesial, y por qué?

• En su país, ¿qué espacios de participación tienen 
los jóvenes en la vida de la comunidad eclesial?

• ¿Cómo y dónde buscan a los jóvenes que no 
frecuentan los ambientes eclesiales?

• ¿Cuál es la implicación de las familias, 

comunidades, escuelas y universidades en el 
discernimiento vocacional de los jóvenes?

• ¿Por qué, o por qué no, los jóvenes se sienten 
motivados a considerar una vocación al sacerdocio 
o la vida religiosa?

• ¿De qué modo sus comunidades se hacen cargo 
de los jóvenes que experimentan situaciones de 
violencia extrema, como la participación en pandillas?

• ¿Cómo podemos lograr que los jóvenes 
permanezcan involucrados en la Iglesia después de 
la confirmación?

• ¿Qué tipo de actividades son más eficaces para 
los jóvenes y los adultos jóvenes?

En nuestra diócesis, hemos comenzado a 
plantearles estas preguntas a los alumnos de 
preparatoria de undécimo y duodécimo grado, así 
como a estudiantes universitarios, adultos jóvenes, y 
ministros de la pastoral juvenil.

El Papa pidió que habláramos 
no sólo con los jóvenes activos 
e involucrados en la Iglesia, sino 
también con los de la periferia, 
quienes podrían tener una actitud 
indiferente, o tal vez antagonista, 
hacia a la Iglesia y sus enseñanzas.

Nuestra Oficina del Ministerio 
para Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes 
solicitó a los directores de las seis 
escuelas preparatorias católicas 
de la diócesis que invitaran 
a algunos de los alumnos de 
undécimo y duodécimo grado a 
una sesión que tendrá lugar en 
agosto donde platicaremos sobre 
las preguntas recomendadas.

Además, estamos reuniendo 
comentarios de un grupo de 
estudiantes de preparatoria que 
participan en nuestros programas 
de educación religiosa, y de grupos 
juveniles de diferentes lugares de 
la diócesis. También habrá una 
charla en el Centro St. Thomas 

More Newman en la Universidad de Arizona. En lo 
posible, nos reuniremos con otros grupos de adultos 
jóvenes y procuraremos conocer las opiniones 
de jóvenes encarcelados. Estoy seguro de que 
recopilaremos una amplia variedad de respuestas. 

Uno de los desafíos de la Iglesia moderna es que, 
a veces, sus enseñanzas no logran convencer a los 
miembros más jóvenes. Ellos no están de acuerdo 
con ciertos aspectos de la fe y la teología. La lucha 
que enfrentamos es determinar cómo lograr que 
los jóvenes se identifiquen con las enseñanzas de la 
Iglesia en su realidad actual y en el futuro. 

Yo creo que la autenticidad es un factor importante 
para los jóvenes, y que una Iglesia auténtica que vive lo 
que enseña tendrá un impacto positivo en el trato con 
ellos. Cuando los jóvenes ven católicos devotos que 
viven su fe, tanto ellos como los adultos católicos se 
acercan más a la fe. Este ha sido el tema y el testimonio 
del Papa Francisco desde que fue elegido Santo Padre.

Después de escuchar los comentarios de los jóvenes 
y de las personas que trabajan con ellos, prepararé 
un informe para enviarlo a la Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de EE.UU. Este informe de la Diócesis de 
Tucson se sumará a los de otras diócesis del país. 
El informe conjunto será enviado a la Secretaría del 
Sínodo en Roma, donde se creará el instrumentum 
laboris, o instrumento de trabajo –una guía que los 
obispos, asesores y expertos usarán durante el sínodo 
en sus conversaciones y recomendaciones sobre los 
jóvenes, la fe y las vocaciones.

Cuando platico con padres y abuelos, oigo su deseo 
de que sus hijos y nietos se mantengan conectados 
a la fe como miembros activos y partícipes de la 
Iglesia. Evidentemente, no podemos obligar a nadie a 
convertirse en discípulo; sólo podemos dar ejemplos 
y ser modelos de conducta que sirvan de testimonio a 
los miembros más jóvenes de nuestra familia de fe. 

Es indudable que el ejemplo de los padres y los 
abuelos tiene muchísimo peso en la probabilidad de 
que un joven se comprometa a seguir la fe o no. Si 
bien hay numerosos factores que influyen en esto, 
el testimonio de los seres queridos tiene un impacto 
decisivo en el desarrollo personal de la fe de un joven. 
No todos los hijos de católicos practicantes siguen 
siendo católicos pero, por lo general, los jóvenes que 
practican la fe provienen de familias que practican la fe.

El Papa redactará una exhortación postsinodal 
con base en las recomendaciones que reciba al 
concluir el sínodo. A su vez, la exhortación ayudará 
al clero, a los ministros de la pastoral juvenil y a otros 
colaboradores a entender mejor los temas que nuestra 
juventud considera importantes, y cómo responder a 
los católicos más jóvenes.

En nuestra diócesis tenemos varios programas 
excelentes para los jóvenes; entre ellos Arco Iris 
y Life Teen, que han tenido un gran impacto en la 
juventud católica. Varias de nuestras vocaciones a la 
vida consagrada han surgido de estos movimientos. 
Programas como el de los retiros Kairos, que se llevan 
a cabo en nuestras escuelas preparatorias, tienen una 
enorme influencia y permanencia con los estudiantes. 
Además, algunas de nuestras parroquias cuentan con 
sólidos programas para jóvenes y adultos jóvenes. 
Aun así, es necesario que nos esforcemos más para 
involucrar a los católicos más jóvenes en la fe. 

Tengo esperanzas y pido en mis oraciones que 
esta preparación para el Sínodo de los Jóvenes, la 
Fe y el Discernimiento Vocacional nos motive a 
buscar mejores maneras de trabajar con los jóvenes 
de nuestra comunidad. Todos nosotros –padres, 
abuelos, sacerdotes, catequistas, ministros de la 
pastoral juvenil– anhelamos poder lograr una mayor 
participación de los jóvenes en la fe.

Rezo para que nuestra diócesis haga de los 
jóvenes y de los adultos jóvenes “el centro de nuestra 
atención”, por el bienestar de nuestra Iglesia.

Necesitamos adolescentes y adultos 
jóvenes para responder preguntas 
sobre la juventud, la fe y las vocaciones

“Un mundo mejor se 
construye también 
gracias a ustedes, 

que siempre 
desean cambiar 

y ser generosos... 
la Iglesia desea 

ponerse a la escucha 
de la voz, de la 

sensibilidad, de la 
fe de cada uno de 
ustedes, así como 

también de sus 
dudas y críticas.”
— EL PAPA FRANCISCO
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Lending their voices to build vocations

Catholic Outlook photos by Michael Brown

Groups from five parishes offered original songs in the first annual Vocation Song Contest, 
held April 22 at St. Cyril Church, Tucson. Choirs from Our Mother of Sorrows, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, St. Augustine’s and Sacred Heart parishes in Tucson, and Sacred Heart Parish 
in Nogales, performed songs written for the theme “Te Seguiré, I’ll Follow.” The winning 
entry came from Coro Matices from OMOS, which will become the theme song for 
Vocations’ events this year. Second place went to Coro Los Jovenazos from St. Augustine’s 
and third place to Coro SEAS. Clockwise from left: Seminarians Jesus Javier Duarte-Romo 
and Luis Pablo Ochoa-Escárrega served as masters of ceremonies for the event; members 

of the Ministerío de Música Carismas introduced the event with songs of praise; Benjamín 
Dávila, from St. Elizabeth’s, prepares for the contest; judges are introduced. The judges, 
from left, are Geovanny Cazares, Music director of Ministerio de Música Matices; Carmelite 
Father Edgar Lopez, parochial vicar at St. Cyril’s; and Cossetti Quijada, a teacher at St. 
Augustine High School. “It was a great event,” said Vocations Director Father Jorge 
Ricardo Farias-Saucedo, adding that “next year there will be even a greater participation 
of choirs around our diocese.”
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A ministry of the Diocese of Tucson

Catholic Cemeteries honor 
all those who have been  

born into eternal life

Please join us:
Monday, May 29 at 8:30 a.m. 

For our
Memorial Day Service 

held at both cemetery locations.

All are welcome!

Sacred places of prayer and remembrance
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Celebrate our Faith

 Enhance the quality 
of life for others

 Strengthen 
families

You impact thousands of lives by 
supporting the Annual Catholic Appeal!

When you give to Annual Catholic Appeal you...

Make your gift today by contacting
the Catholic Foundation at (520) 838-2504 
or www.cathfnd.org/annualcatholicappeal
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    We Work
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