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Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger pre-
sided over the Seventh Annual Red and 
Blue Mass, a liturgy recognizing the 
legal community and law enforcement, 
Oct. 1 at St. Augustine Cathedral. 

Traditionally, Red Masses are of-
fered for the legal community during 
the first week of October. In Tucson, 
the tradition included police and other 
members of law enforcement beginning 
in 2013. The event is sponsored by the 
St. Thomas More Society of Southern 
Arizona. The society hands out three 
awards near the end of Mass.

This year, the late attorney Michael 
W. Murray and retired Tucson Police 
Capt. Paul Sayre each were recognized 
for their work. 

Murray died last Feb. 1 at age 83, 
after spending more than 50 years as 
a probate lawyer in Tucson and Green 

Valley. He was a parishioner at Sacred 
Heart Church and is said to have pro-
vided pro bono service to parishes and 
the Diocese. Judge Charles Harrington 
accepted the award on behalf of the 
family.  

Sayre worked in law enforcement 
more than 27 years and introduced a 
program called a Mental Health  
Support Team to the police department. 
The team provided a model that  
allowed law enforcement to use  
different protocols to address suspects 
with mental illness than those used to 
address suspects without mental illness. 
A member of Corpus Christi Parish, 
Sayre also teaches religion to students 
in grades 5-8 at St. Cyril Catholic 
School in Tucson.

Law student Jefferson Abbey re-
ceived the Judge Roll Scholarship.

Annual Red/Blue Mass recognizes legal community, law enforcement

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger congratulates retired Tucson Police Capt. Paul Sayre, 
shown here with his wife Rene, at the Seventh Annual Red and Blue Mass. The Mass, 
which recognizes the legal community and law enforcement, was celebrated Oct. 1 
in St. Augustine Cathedral. Sayre received a special award from the St. Thomas More 
Society of Southern Arizona, which sponsors the annual event. Also honored was the 
late attorney Michael W. Murray. University of Arizona law student Jefferson Abbey 
received the Judge Roll Scholarship.

The 26th Annual Multi-faith Thanksgiving Prayer Service will be 
held Nov. 26, at 6:30 p.m. at the Casas Adobes United Congregational 
Church, 6801 N. Oracle Road. All are invited and asked to bring an item 
for the community food bank. A goodwill offering will also be taken for 
the Casa Alitas refugee shelter.  

Thanksgiving prayer service



CATHOLIC OUTLOOK  3NOVEMBER 2019

Ana Chavarin, a lead organizer with Pima County Inter-
faith Civic Education Organization (PCICEO), will receive 
the 2019 Cardinal Bernardin New Leadership Award Nov. 
11 in Baltimore from the 
Catholic Campaign for  
Human Development 
(CCHD).

Chavarin was notified in 
August of the award, which 
comes with a check for  
$1,000, at a reception dur-
ing the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ annual fall 
meeting. In announcing the 
award, CCHD Director Ralph 
McCloud said the judging committee “was very impressed 
by your faith-inspired efforts to address the root causes of 
poverty in Tucson through advocacy around justice for im-
migrants.”

PCICEO receives grant money from CCHD.
Chavarin, a member of St. John the Evangelist Parish, 

has been involved in V Encuentro and the Diocesan His-
panic Leadership Training Program. She is also involved in 
the “Dioceses Without Borders” initiative that includes the 
dioceses of Tucson, Phoenix and Nogales in Sonora.

Organizer Chavarin 
wins national award

Ana Chavarin

Jesuit Father Sean Carroll 
of the Kino Border Initiative 
will receive the “Alive in 
the Savior” from the Jordan 
Ministry Team at its annual 
celebration March 8, 2020.

The event is scheduled 
to be held at Corpus Christi 
Parish, 300 N. Tanque Verde 
Loop Road, Tucson, begin-
ning at 3 p.m.

The award recognizes 
individuals who are com-
mitted to the ongoing faith 
formation of adults, and to 
promoting the Catholic faith 
through their ministries  
and advocacy work; and 
who realize the vision of 
Salvatorian founder Father 
Francis Jordan of proclaim-
ing the loving kindness of 
the Divine Savior by “all 
ways and means inspired by 
the love of Christ.”

Father Carroll will be 
honored “for his invaluable 
leadership of the Kino  

Border Initiative and his 
tireless work of advocating 
for the rights of migrants; 
and inviting others to join 
in promoting justice and 
mercy for immigrants and 
refugees,” said in an August 
press release announcing the 

award.
Jordan Ministry Team 

was established in 2001 as a 
collaborative ministry of the 
Salvatorian priests, brothers, 
sisters and laity. The cur-
rent director is Salvatorian 
Brother Silas Henderson. 

Father Carroll to receive Jordan award

Outlook file photo

Jesuit Father Sean Carroll
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‘Let’s Strike for Vocations’ event set
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 6-8 p.m., Bowlero, 

114 S. Camino Seco, Tucson
The diocesan Vocations Office is sponsoring a fund-
raiser inviting bowlers of all skills in friendly com-
petition with or against priests and religious. Cost is 
$150 per lane (six-person limit) or $25 per person. It 
includes two hours of unlimited bowling, shoe rental, 
unlimited soft drinks and two slices of cheese pizza 
per person. For information or tickets, call (520) 838-
2531 or email vocations@diocesetucson.org.

Christ Child hosts fall fundraiser
Saturday, Nov. 9, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 

Oro Valley Country Club, 300 W. Greenock Dr., 
Oro Valley

The annual fashion show will feature models wearing 
Chico’s Fashions, a silent auction and raffles which 
will include art, restaurant gift certificates, wreaths 
and other items. For tickets and more information, 
call Pat Lunsford, (520) 471-4951.

Charismatic renewal at Sacred Heart
Thursday, Nov. 14, 6:30 p.m., Sacred Heart 

Church, 601 E. Fort Lowell Road, Tucson
The Diocese of Tucson Renewal Committee will hold 
its monthly “Alive in Christ” event with the theme 
“Healing of the Family Tree.” All are welcome to joy-
fully praise and worship with song, Scripture readings 
and words. For more information, call Gloria, (520) 
237-7060 or visit tucsonccr.org.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

PIMA CENTRAL VICARIATE

PIMA NORTH VICARIATE

PIMA SOUTH VICARIATE

Knights raise funds for veterans’ facility
Saturday, Nov. 16, 6-10 p.m., St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton Parish Hall, 8650 N. Shannon Road, Tucson
The Knights of Columbus Assembly 2308, from St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, will host a M*A*S*H*-
themed benefit for veterans and the Arizona Fisher 
House, a facility that serves the families of veterans 
and active duty personnel receiving care at the 
Tucson VA hospital. The event includes live enter-
tainment and food. Tickets will be $20. For more 
information, email Jeff Schneider at bronte1@
mindspring.com.

St. Margaret Mary hosts Tucson Girls Chorus
Sunday, Nov. 4, 4 p.m., St. Margaret Mary 

Church, 801 N. Grande Ave., Tucson
The parish’s Annual Concert Series is sponsoring 
the Tucson Girls Chorus Concert. Admission is 
free, a goodwill offering with be collected to help 
cover cost of the program and support the parish 
music ministry. For more information, call the 
parish office, (520) 622-0168.

Theater show at St. Frances Cabrini
Saturday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m., and Sunday, Nov. 17, 
1 p.m., St. Frances Cabrini Parish Hall, 3201 E. 

Presidio Road, Tucson
A musical comedy based on a modern-day Cin-
derella story will be performed with dinner. Tick-
ets for adults and teens are $12, children ages 12 
and under are $7; they can be purchased at the 
parish office through Nov. 10. For more informa-
tion, call the parish office, (520) 326-7670.

Magnificat ministry celebrates 27 years
Saturday, Nov. 16, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., St. Francis de 

Sales Parish, 1375 S. Camino Seco, Tucson
The women’s group is sponsoring a luncheon, raffle, 
prayer, praise and worship, with Magnificat Coordina-
tor Gloria Roberts as speaker. Cost is $20. For tickets 
or more information, call Gloria, (520) 237-7060. 

Coping with loss during holidays
Sunday, Nov. 24, 2-4 p.m. Our Lady of the 

Desert at Redemptorist Renewal Center, 
7101 W. Picture Rocks Road, Tucson

“Surviving the Holidays” is a seminar for those suf-
fering from the loss of a loved one. To register or for 
more information, call June Wood, (520) 219-2919.

THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL CENTER WILL BE CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING DATES DURING NOVEMBER:

Nov. 11 - Veteran’s Day
Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving Day

Nov. 29 - Day after Thanksgiving
Thank you and have a Blessed Thanksgiving.

IN YOUR AREA

Pastoral Services helps parishes, families pass on the faith
By SAMUEL KISER
Foundation Support Specialist

The Diocese of Tucson’s Depart-
ment of Pastoral Services, funded in 
part by the Annual Catholic Appeal 
(ACA), offers comprehensive faith 
formation programs aimed at helping 
Catholics spread the Good News.

Pastoral Services Director and 
Dominican Sister Lois Paha leads six 
distinct offices: Catechesis and Family 
Life, Formation, Hispanic Ministry, 
Human Life and Dignity, Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries, and Worship. 
The staff works with other diocesan 
departments and the parishes to ensure 
the proper faith formation of clergy, 
religious and lay leaders, youths and 
young adults, those preparing for the 
sacraments and families and individu-
als from all social and cultural demo-
graphics. 

The annual support for all the 
programming for this department is 
the river that flows beneath us to move 
us to the people and places walking 
in their faith, life and service in the 

Church and in the world. 
Pastoral Services serves more than 

17,000 individuals each year through 
the following efforts: 

- Enriching the liturgical and spiri-
tual life of the faithful through work-
shops and parish resources. 

- Developing effective catechetical 
leadership in every parish through on-
going formation and on-call assistance 
for religious education departments. 

- Training parish ministry lead-

ers on how to encourage youths and 
young adults toward a deeper under-
standing of their faith.

- Conducting annual retreats and 
convocations to deliver ongoing 
formation for clergy, laity and parish 
pastoral council leaders. 

- Providing Spanish-language re-
sources and educational development 
to encourage leadership and vocations 
among the Spanish-speaking Catho-
lics. 

- Promoting respect for the dignity 
of human life, especially the poor, and 
educate all on the social mission of the 
Church. 

Pastoral Services works toward 
expanding their efforts to help Catho-
lics deepen their knowledge and faith. 
The department relies on the ACA and 
other grants to fund this programming.

To support the work of Pastoral 
Services and other ministry in the Dio-
cese of Tucson, please give generously 
by contributing to the Annual Catholic 
Appeal at www.cathfnd.org/donate 
today.
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Ave Maria
RELIGIOUS GIFT SHOP

Inside Viva Performing Arts Center Located  at  4563 S. Park Ave. 

SCULPTURES

ROSARIES JEWLERY BABY

CROSSESGIFTS

520-327-6800
avemariagiftshops.com

/avemariagiftshops

Tues-Thurs 10AM-7PM 
Fridays. 12PM-4PM 
Saturdays 9AM-1PM 
Closed Sundays & Mondays

Hours of
Operation

Pastor, president, 
principal prayer

NOVEMBER

2 8:30 a.m. – All Souls’ Day  
 Mass at Holy Hope Cem- 
 etery, Tucson
   
 9 a.m. - Annual Catholic  
 Men’s Conference, Cathe- 
 dral Square, Tucson

3 8 a.m. – Mass,  Sacred  
 Heart Church, Tucson
 
 10 a.m. – Mass, Sacred  
 Heart

4 10 a.m. - Ongoing forma- 
 tion for priests, Redemp- 
 torist Renewal Center,  
 Tucson 

6 8 a.m. – Mass, Santa Cruz  
 Catholic School, Tucson

7 7:30 a.m. - Catholic Com- 
 munity Services board  
 meeting, Tucson 

8 9 a.m. – Mass, St. Eliza- 
 beth Ann Seton Catholic  
 School, Tucson

11-15 US Conference of Catho- 
 lic Bishops General Meet- 
 ing, Baltimore

21-23 National Catholic Youth  
 Conference, Indianapolis

25 10 a.m. - Arizona Catholic  
 Conference meeting,   
 Tucson 

DECEMBER

1 10 a.m. - Physicians   
 Mass, St. Mary Hospital  
 chapel, Tucson 

Bishop’s Calendar - NOVEMBER 2019

Catholic Outlook photos by Steff Koeneman

Catholic school leaders gathered at  Cathedral 
Square Sept. 23 for the annual Pastor, President, 
Principal Convocation. The event concluded 
with Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel, with Bishop 
Edward J. Weisenburger as the main celebrant 
and homilist. Above, St. John Catholic School 
Guidance Counselor Cristina Rivera and Prin-
cipal Minh Solorzano kneel in prayer with St. 
Ambrose Catholic School Principal Roseanne 
Villanueva.



6 CATHOLIC OUTLOOK NOVEMBER 2019

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

“We were just ordinary 
people trying to do extraor-
dinary things,” said Sister 
Barbara Donahue, of the Sis-
ters for Christian Commu-
nity, looking back on memo-
rabilia from her childhood 
when she and her siblings 
formed the vaudeville troupe 
“Nine Dancing Donahues.”

Sister Barbara, who 
turned 90 in September and 
lives at El Rancho Encanto 
assisted living center in 
Tucson, has been diagnosed 
recently with lung cancer. 
However, a little more than 
10 minutes into the inter-
view, she broke out in “The 
Donahue Song,” a ditty 
written by her mom for the 
group, which became its 
signature piece, emphasizing 
the importance of family.

Born Sept. 14, 1929, she 
was the youngest of five 
boys and four girls grow-
ing up in Detroit. Her dad, 
Emmett, was a bricklayer 
by trade, but supported 
his family with his job at 
the Plymouth auto factory. 
Mom, Ella, was the musical 
genius. She graduated from 
St. Aloysius School and 
played the organ in church. 
“St. Aloysius was the root 
of all that happened,” Sister 
Barbara said. 

“Her early occupation was 
to play at the silent mov-
ies,” she continued. When 
the oldest child, Emmett 
Jr., turned 7, she put him to 
work as “an Irish tenor.”

“When she would play, he 
would sing,” Sister Barbara 
said.

Later, someone ap-
proached her and suggested 
that they form a family 
vaudeville group, and the 
“Nine Dancing Donahues” 
was born. After Emmett Jr. 
came Jack, Dennis, Thomas, 
Richard, Betty, Kaye, Nancy 
and Barbara. 

“Our sponsor was the 
Kennedy Milk Company,” 

she said with a grin.
Her dad was the stage 

manager, Sister Barbara 
recalled. His greatest chal-
lenge was trying to keep 
the girls’ shoes properly 
organized offstage as they 
switched between their tap 
and stage shoes. 

The group was prominent 
in the Detroit area, especial-
ly among the Irish parishes. 
It broke up when the US 
entered World War II. Three 
brothers entered the military 
and Barbara entered the con-
vent. She entered the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Kalamazoo 
at age 16 as Sister Mary 
Leah. She joined her current 
community after Vatican II.

In 1949, the University 
of Michigan sponsored a 
vaudeville show that includ-
ed the group. Even though 
she was preparing for her 
vows, Sister Barbara said, 
she was allowed to return to 
join the reunion. 

During their touring days, 
each child had a song. Hers 
was “Alice Blue Gown,” 
from the play “Irene” as 
sung by 1930s’ Hollywood 
star Alice Faye. She even 
has a photo of her singing in 
a blue gown at age 15. 

Nancy and Kay sang 

“East Side, West Side,” 
Sister Barbara recalled. That 
was usually preceded by 
her brother Denny singing 
“Ain’t She Sweet?” 

Whenever a local par-
ish sponsored a fund-raiser, 
“Nine Dancing Donahues” 
was there in a pinch, she 
said.

The signature song, “The 

Donahue Song,” became a 
family mainstay, so much so 
that those who marry into 
the family are not really 
members until they attend a 
special ceremony with the 
family at the Irish Ameri-
can Club in Detroit. Family 
members encircle the new-
comer and sing “The Dona-
hue Song.” 

“Then you are in the fam-
ily,” Sister Barbara said.

When Ella died on Sept. 
8, 1953, her obituary ran the 
following week in Billboard 
magazine, the entertainment 
industry periodical of record. 

Sister Barbara marveled 
at the detail she still remem-
bers from her early days. 
“All this is extraordinary.  
I paid a lot of attention  
apparently.”

The theater skills came in 
handy in ministry, especially 
during her time serving at 
the San Solano missions 
in the Sells region of the 
Diocese of Tucson. “I was 
always regarded as a good 
teacher,” she said. 

She repeated a mantra she 
learned from her mother: “If 
you see a need, step up to it.”

Sister Barbara remem-
bered about growing up 
together, and how people 
always knew the location of 
the Donahue house. There 
was a fire hydrant in front, 
which meant that the city 
also placed a streetlight 
nearby to help first respond-
ers during nighttime emer-
gencies. “We were always 
out there playing baseball,” 
she said. 

Sister Barbara is the last 
surviving member of the 
“Nine Dancing Donahues.” 
More than seven decades 
after the group broke up, one 
memory was as strong as the 
day it started, Sister Barbara 
said. “The wonderful part of 
this was family.” 

Ninety-year-old fondly recalls ‘Nine Dancing Donahues’

See CONVERSATION on page 7

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Sister Barbara Donahue relived some of the highlights from grow-
ing up as part of the vaudeville act “Nine Dancing Donahues.”

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of Sister Barbara Donahue

A picture of the “Nine Dancing Donahues,” circa 1931, feature, from left, Barbara, Nancy, Kaye, Betty, 
Dick,Tom, Denny, Jack and Emmett.

She repeated a mantra she learned from her 
mother: “If you see a need, step up to it.”
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Part of an ongoing series

By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Kindness and compassion are the 
marks of an authentic, healthy prayer 
life, said Redemptorist Father Paul 
Coury, former director of the Redemp-
torist Renewal Center.

“It’s what Jesus said,” echoed Father 
Coury. “It’s the markers of love and 
compassion and forgiveness. Com-
passion is the marker. Are they more 
compassionate? Do they experience 
themselves as being more compas-
sionate? Do they swim in the river of 
kindness?”  

“If they experience themselves as 
kinder, more compassionate, then yes, 
I think somehow the quiet presence of 
God is working,” Father Coury added, 
talking about how well the effect of 
prayers shows up in our lives.

It’s not just about kindness to our 
family and friends. It applies just as 
much to strangers and people we don’t like, he said.

“Don’t yell in traffic. Don’t yell at 
the cashier because she’s so slow. You 
see some kid who’s bagging who might 
be autistic: Be compassionate. Take the 
time to be present to those people.”

As people authentically grow closer 
to God through prayer, they tend to 
form habits and ways of thought that 
make it easier to be kind, Father Coury 
said. “Create a practice that will make 
you kinder, that will help you be inten-
tionally kinder next time you walk into 
your home and you see your wife or 
your spouse and say a kind word.

“Be intentionally kind,” he added. “I 
think that’s the key: kindness, compas-
sion. Jesus said ‘I give you one com-
mand: Love one another. Give your life 
up for each other.’”

Sometimes, popular culture can 
remind us of the importance of kind-
ness and compassion, he said. “Charlie 
Brown said, ‘The purpose of life is to 
make someone else happy.’ I like that 
one - ‘Make someone else happy.’”

Father Coury cited the internet site, 
Gratefulness.org, facilitated by Bene-
dictine Brother David Steindl-Rast. 
“He just talks about being grateful, be-
ing grateful for water that you can drink 
that is not poison, being grateful for the 
sunshine, being grateful for the clouds,” 
he said. “Be thankful for people’s 
smiles. … He just has a beautiful way 
of talking about being grateful as you 

go through the day.”
People can be very involved in 

prayer and believe that they have a 

strong relationship with God, but their 
actions can leave some doubt, he said. 
Father Coury cited a conversation he 
had last spring with a woman who 
periodically attends Mass at Our Lady 
of the Desert Church, located at Re-
demptorist. 

“After Mass, and she says to me, ‘I 
am leaving for Wisconsin, Father’ and 
I say ‘Well, you have a great trip. I will 
see you in the fall.’ She says ‘I will be 
back in the fall. Meanwhile, there are 
two things.’

“‘What is it?’
“‘I want the Perpetual Help shrine 

back where it was before and I don’t 
like where the tabernacle is now.’

“‘OK, before you go, do you have 
anything else to say? Some kind 
words?’”

As dialogue in the church has be-
come more polarized, being kind can 
be a challenge, he added.

“Jesus said: ‘Be compassionate as 
God is,’” Father Coury said. “What 
does that mean? It means ‘Be kind to 
people.’”

The Diocese of Tucson, its parishes or ministries do not support or advocate on behalf of this tour company and are not liable for its actions. 
Consumers are encouraged to research all tour packages and cancellation details before making business decisions.

Catholic Outlook photo

While there are many ways to pray, there is one sure way to know that the person 
praying receives the fruits of the effort. They grow kinder. 

Father Coury told this story: 
“There was a man who just 

passed away - a really great man in 
St. Louis - one of our lay associates. 
He was a sergeant with the police 
force; he was the first one to be at a 
murder scene. He was the first one 
to go there and check the body out. 
It was a horrible, horrible job. …

In his house, he had this little 
room with a candle and this picture 
there. Every day before he went to 
work, he would go into that room 
for 20 minutes. 

‘All I would do in that room is 
still myself quietly,’ he said. ‘Just 
sit still. I tried not to let anything 
affect me, because I knew once I 
started that day, it was a horrible 
day. It’s a horrible day so I have to 
be still before I start it. I just have to 
feel God’s presence around me.’ … 
That’s what he would do every day.

People are like that. He’s just a 
guy. He’s married, had kids. He’s 
just a sergeant in the St. Louis police 
force. It’s possible in the business of 
life to have spiritual practices. It’s 
just a matter of what will work.”

Story of the 
St. Louis cop

Kindness is the mark of authentic, healthy prayer
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Deacon Robert P. Carlin, 74, 
who served at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish, Tucson, died Aug. 
31.

Born Oct. 1, 1944, he served 
in the US Navy (1963-69) and 

was ordained June 14, 2003, by 
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas. He 
served at three hospitals as a 
chaplain, and also at a hospice 
and a nursing home. 

In 2017, he wrote and pub-

lished a book, “Quietly Moving 
Mountains, A Witness,” about 
his life and his faith. 

He leaves behind his wife 
Amelia, daughter Stephanie, son 
Steven and five grandchildren.

A family sitcom from days gone by featured 
a character whose role was that of the lovable 
curmudgeon of the family. He would chime into 
the conversations of the younger family members 
when the topic of conversation turned to the com-
forts or inconveniences of their day. He would 
describe horrible circumstances that he experi-
enced as a child, embellishing as he saw fit, and 
always end with a fiercely stated, “And we were 
grateful!” The intent was comedic, but the scene 
invites further reflection. 

Consider this scene within a larger context.  
Yes, it is likely that the older member of the 
conversation experienced more inconveniences 
- even real challenges - in his daily life routines. 
His proclamation of gratitude does grab our atten-
tion. I am very grateful to have a reliable car. I am 
grateful for so many things in my daily life, and 
I am conscious of the need to be grateful beyond 
the convenience. 

Gratitude as a virtue is not primarily focused 
on things or conveniences or even specific prayers 
answered. The virtue of gratitude is an orientation 
of awareness of God’s unreasonable, overwhelm-
ing gift of giving us life, of giving us Himself. St. 
Therese of Lisieux writes: 

“Everything is a grace, everything is the direct 
effect of our Father’s love - difficulties, contra-
dictions, humiliations, all the soul’s miseries, her 
burdens, her needs - everything, because through 
them, she learns humility, realizes her weakness. 
Everything is a grace because everything is God’s 
gift. Whatever be the character of life or its unex-
pected events - to the heart that loves, all is well.” 

As our awareness deepens of who and what 
God is, and who we are in relation to God, our 
healthy and growing response is humility: God is 
God, I am not, and I am utterly and completely 
dependent on God. God, who is utterly beyond 
me and all that I can imagine, holds me in ex-
istence because God loves me. This awareness 
compels me to act, to move out of myself and to 
give in the manner in which I have been given. 
That becomes our thanks. In the words of the 
mystic Meister Eckhart, “If the only prayer you 
say in your life is ‘thank you,’ that would suffice.”

Paulist Father 
Wilfrid F. Dewan died 
Sept. 22, at Presenta-
tion Manor in Scarbor-
ough, Ontario, Canada. 
He was 92 and had 
been a priest for 66 
years.

He was born Oct. 6, 
1926, in Woodstock, 
Ontario, the son of 
Patrick and Margaret 
(Tierney) Dewan.

He earned a bach-
elor’s degree from St. 
Michael College at the 
University of Toronto, 
and made his first 
promise to the society 
on Sept. 8, 1948. He 
made his final prom-
ise on Sept. 8, 1951, 
and was ordained a 
priest on May 1, 1953, 

by Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen.

He earned a licenti-
ate in theology from 
The Catholic Uni-
versity of America in 
Washington, DC, and 
a doctorate in theology 
from the University of 
Louvain in Belgium.

In the Diocese of 
Tucson, he was pastor 
of St. Cyril Church, 

1974-78. 
Prior to that, from 

1957-70, he was on 
the faculty of St. Paul 
College, the Paulist 
seminary in Washing-
ton, DC. He was the 
director of St. Mary’s 
of the Lake summer 
retreat in Lake George, 
NY, from 1959-64.

From 1971-74, he 
was based in Toronto, 
Canada, directing the 
city’s Catholic infor-
mation Center. From 
1978-86, he served as 
president of the Paulist 
Fathers.

He was pastor of the 
community’s mother 
church, the Church of 
St. Paul the Apostle 
in New York, from 

1987-93, when he led 
a major renovation of 
the church’s sanctuary. 
He also spent time in 
residence at St. An-
drew Avellino Parish 
in Flushing, Queens.

He was preceded 
in death by his sib-
lings John, David and 
Helen. He is survived 
by his sisters, Marie, 
Patricia and Margaret, 
and many nieces and 
nephews.

Paulist President 
Father Eric Andrews 
was the main celebrant 
for a Mass of Christian 
Burial Sept. 30 in Pre-
sentation Manor cha-
pel. Burial followed 
Oct. 1, in Mount Hope 
Cemetery in Toronto.

Gratitude is an 
awareness of God

OBITUARIES

Father Wilfrid Dewan, CSP

Deacon Robert P. Carlin

Catholic Outlook photo courtesy of Hispanic Ministry

More than 100 lay ministers gathered for the first Convocation for Lay Hispanic Leaders - “El Llamado al Min-
isterio Laico - The Call to Lay Ministry” - Sept. 28 at Cathedral Square. Among the elements were a discussion 
on “Gente de Puente - Bridge People,” a panel on lay ecclesial ministry and a presentation by Vicar for Hispanic 
Ministry Msgr. Raul Trevizo on St. John Paul II’s 1988 apostolic exhortation Christifidelis Laici (“Lay Members of 
Christ’s Faithful People”).

In the story “Pioneer families gather to honor 
St. Rita’s Vail” in the October Catholic Outlook, 
it was the responsibility of the Pioneer Mass and 
Luncheon Planning Committee to invite people 
to the event, and St. Rita Guild played significant 
roles in planning the luncheon.

Clarification

THAT ALL MAY 
KNOW THE SAVIOR

Peggy Guerrero, Jordan Ministry Team Responding to ‘The Call to Lay Ministry’
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CatholiC outlook

By BISHOP EMERITUS GERALD F. 
KICANAS

Mission dioceses, including the Dio-
cese of Tucson, are those that do not 
generate sufficient funds on their own 
to carry out their pastoral work. Catho-
lic Extension Society, an organization 
located in Chicago, financially helps 
mission dioceses serve their people. 
There are 87 mission dioceses in 35 
states. I have the privilege of serving as 
vice chancellor of the board of Catho-
lic Extension and as the chairman of 
the Mission Committee.

The Catholic Extension Mission 
Committee, consisting of clergy and 
laity, visits mission dioceses to see 
firsthand the value of Catholic Exten-
sion Society’s funding and to identify 
pressing pastoral needs that Catholic 
Extension can help support. 

Recently we visited the Diocese of 
San Bernardino in California which 
borders the Diocese of Tucson on the 
west. It was established in 1978 and 
covers San Bernardino and Riverside 
counties. We met with Bishop Gerald 
Barnes who has served as their bishop 
for 27 years. He is an amazing pastoral 
leader. He holds up for his diocese four 
core values that should permeate all 
that they do: hospitality, faith sharing, 
collaboration and reconciliation. He 
conducts pastoral visits to each of his 
parishes. He asks pastors and pastoral 
staffs in preparation for his visit to list 
the strengths and weaknesses of their 
parish. He gives parishioners a chance 
at Sunday Mass to identify what they 
like most about their parish and what 
most needs to change. He uses all this 
data to explore with the parish leader-
ship how they can better serve their 
people. Bishop Barnes has instituted 
lay ministry formation programs that 
can be a model for other dioceses. 

San Bernardino is a large geograph-
ic diocese; at almost 28,000 square 
miles, it’s larger than the state of West 
Virginia. It includes 1.6 million Catho-
lics. The Diocese serves a number of 
ethnic communities and many undocu-
mented. They have few priests to serve 
this mix of urban and rural communi-

ties. 
We had an opportunity to see 

firsthand how Bishop Barnes’ vision 
becomes realized. We visited a few 
of the poorest immigrant farm com-
munities in the small towns of Mecca, 
North Shore and Coachella, California. 
This is a rich agricultural area where 
limes, dates, broccoli and other crops 
are grown. 

We met the members of the Mis-
sionary Guadalupanas of the Holy 
Spirit, Sister Maria Theresa and Sister 
Aida who began serving these com-
munities a year ago. Their work is 
funded by Catholic Extension. In their 
first year, the sisters have gone door 
to door visiting the people with love 
and concern for their needs. I marvel 
at how our religious women carry out 

the pastoral work of the Church; it is 
nothing short of amazing. These two 
dynamic religious believe they have 
three responsibilities: To walk toward 
the people, to participate in their lives 
and to preach the Gospel message that 
God unconditionally loves each one  
of us. 

The sisters do exactly that. They 
have gone out to engage the people. 
They have participated in their fiestas, 
their devotions, their prayers and their 
struggles. You could see how quickly 
they have come to be loved by the 
people with whom they are one.

Limes grow abundantly in the area. 

We often take for granted how  
limes get to our tables. It happens by 
hard work.

The farmworkers in this area are 
mostly indigenous people called 
Purépechas. Meregildo, foreman of 
the farm we visited, mentioned that 
a farmworker gets $54 to fill a large 
crate with limes. In the heat of the 
summer, one person might fill one 
crate a day, at best two. The farm-
worker has to be careful of the scorch-
ing sun and snakes, some poisonous, 
that lurk among the trees. Meregildo 
speaks three languages, his native 
language, Purépecha, Spanish and 
English. He has a great smile which 
exposes his missing teeth. He takes 
great pride in his children for whom  
he works as hard as he can to provide 
for them.

Concha is the mother of two girls, 
one of whom she held in her arms all 
the while talking to us. She is Purépe-
cha and visited with us dressed in her 
traditional, colorful garb. She has been 
advocating for the state and federal 
governments to address drying condi-
tions at nearby Salton Sea. the largest 
lake in California, it is becoming drier 
and drier. The lake is 230 feet below 
sea level. Critical fish and migratory 
birds are becoming decimated. The 
Salton Sea has been the place where 
seagulls have navigated. Her concern 
is for those seagulls. 

Concha understands the trauma of 
climate change and how decisions 
we make affect the environment. She 
wants to pass on a healthy world to her 
daughters. With all of her challenges 
and the poverty which is endemic to 
her life, she cares about nature and the 
seagulls.

Our last visit was to Nuestra Senora 
de Soledad in Coachella. Mission-
ary Servant of the Most Holy Trinity 
Father Guy Wilson pastors the par-
ish. His dynamism inspires the whole 
parish. He and his staff have provided 
shelter and support for migrants and 
asylum seekers, as many as 200 a day. 
Like Catholic Community Services in 
Tucson, this parish feeds, clothes and 
supports migrants and refugees. 

The community is very large and 
their small church can’t accommodate 
those coming for Mass on weekends. 
With the help of Catholic Extension, 
they are building a new church which 
should be opened in two months. They 
are so excited. 

Catholic Extension accomplishes 
so much good throughout the country. 
Catholics can all be proud and grate-
ful for all Catholic Extension does to 
make the Church come alive and  
prosper. Tucson Catholics are indebted 
to them for all they have done to sup-
port our diocese. It is inspiring to see 
what good they accomplish in so  
many places.

Catholic Extension helps our neighbors meet vital needs

Catholic Outlook by Bishop emeritus Gerald F. Kicanas

Mission Committee along with Missionary Servant of the Most Holy Trinity Father 
Guy Wilson (center white clergy shirt) standing in front of the new church of Our 
Lady of Soledad that opened in October, thanks to the support of Catholic Extension.

Catholic Outlook by Bishop emeritus Gerald F. Kicanas

Merigildo, foreman of the farmworkers, all 
of whom are members of the Purépechas 
indigenous peoples.
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By MICHAEL BROWN
Managing Editor

Capuchin Father Robert Kose leaned over to 
touch a bloom that had just peeked out in the 
back yard at Casa San Jose, realizing he would 
never see it fully blossom.

He and the last two Capuchins were packing in 
early October to leave their home, the former St. 
Augustine Convent, after 21 years’ presence in 
the Diocese of Tucson. 

“It’s very hard to leave. There are so many 
attachments here to the community. The people 
here have become important to our lives,” said 
Father Kose.

The Capuchins arrived in 1998, at the invita-
tion of then-Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas. These 
Capuchins came from the Detroit Province of St. 
Joseph; however, Arizona falls under the purview 
of the California province, Father Kose said, so 
the northern province needed permission to set 
up a base in Tucson. With no Capuchin presence 
from California already in Arizona, the cross-
province permission was quickly granted.

Father Kose explained that Capuchins from 
Detroit and Milwaukee, another cold northern 
city, were looking for a 
warm weather state to  
allow senior priests – oth-
erwise healthy except for 

Capuchin looks back on two decades of ministry

Catholic Outlook photo by Michael Brown

Capuchin Father Robert Kose gently holds the first rose 
blossom of the season in the flower garden at Casa San 
Jose.

Brother Michael GrafFather Walter Balduck Father Franklin Eichhorst

cold-weather ailments – to continue ministry 
past retirement age. He himself was living in 
Milwaukee and suffering from respiratory and 
other ailments when he was assigned to Tucson 
in 2006. Not only did he recover, but he has re-
mained healthy so that at age 75, he has taken up 
another “retirement” assignment at Old  
Mission Santa Ines in Solvang, California, about 
40 miles northeast of Santa Barbara. “There’s 
no other place I would rather go.” Father Kose 
served St. Augustine Cathedral, Our Lady Queen 
of All Saints, St. Cyril’s, Our Lady of Fatima, 
St. Mary Margaret and the former Benedictine 
Monastery, Tucson; San Felipe, Nogales; Our 
Lady of the Valley, Green Valley; and Most Holy 
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Rio Rico.

He left Tucson Oct. 17.
Capuchin Father Ben Markwell, 85, has been 

at Casa San Jose for only a year, offering Mass 
at St. Cyril Church and the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Convent in Tucson. He also left on Oct. 17 
to travel to Florida to live with a twin brother, a 
priest with the White Fathers who live in retire-
ment there.

Father Franklin (Duane) Eichhorst, 89, had 
served St. Joseph’s and St. John’s in Tucson. He 
departed to a community residence in Wisconsin 
Oct. 9.

The dream of  
having senior priests 
here fell through as 
older Capuchins de-
veloped health prob-
lems that excluded 
them from residency 
at Casa San Jose, 

Father Kose said.  
“To be here, you have to be able to take care  
of yourself.”

He noted that of all the Capuchins in resi-
dence, only Brother Michael Graf - one of  
the founding members - died in Tucson on 
March 2, 2013. 

“It’s amazing that even in the high 80s, we are 
still working in parishes,” Father Kose said. “It 
has to be the grace of God. It has to be.”

Father Kose said his ministry serving  

Catholics here has been rewarding and gratify-
ing, even in his advanced age. 

“I’ve gotten more from them than they have 
gotten from me. They have helped me grow in 
my own faith,” he said. 

“You develop personal relationships with the 
people,” he added, “walking with the people, 
walking with them in their joys and their  
sorrows.”

Nowhere was this more evident than at his 
farewell Mass at St. Cosme. It’s a small chapel 
serviced once a month by priests from St. Augus-
tine’s. Father Kose has been offering Mass there 
for eight years. 

For his last Mass there, St. Augustine’s rector, 
Father Gilbert Malu Musumbu joined him and 
“was struck by the number of people who  
came out.”Capuchin

Franciscans
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The chapel Mass, usually attended by fewer 
than the 65-seat capacity for the building, was 
overcome by the 125 well-wishers drawn by the 
chance to say “good-bye.”

Father Kose said his ministry has been en-
riched by the opportunity to celebrate Mass for 
Hispanic communities throughout the state. 

“With the spirituality of the Hispanic commu-
nity, the Church comes alive,” he said. Cultural 
elements, such as mariachi music, “create a very 
vibrant worship.”

The greatest challenge he faced in ministry 
was spreading the church’s social teaching to 
the community. Immigration issues have been 

particularly thorny, Father Kose said, but he was 
pleased that the Diocese has been a major player 
with Catholic Community Services’ efforts in 
refugee care through Casa Alitas. 

Even as they distributed some of their belong-
ings from Casa San Jose, the Capuchins donated 
items like bed linens to the immigrant shelter as 
a sign of their solidarity. 

Another challenge in ministry has been the 
break-up of families and members of the His-
panic community drifting away from the Church. 
Father Kose reported some success through 
counseling efforts and introducing young His-
panic men to the Knights of Columbus – notably 

Spanish-speaking councils – as a way of helping 
them stay connected.

Although Father Kose wrote a regular column 
for the diocesan newspaper for 10 years, he said 
he had no interest in returning to a regular col-
umn or writing a book at his next assignment. 
“My writing days are over.”

He continued to express gratitude for the 
“warmth and affection” shown to him by people 
at each assignment, and for the people “inviting 
me into their lives.”

“I’m a better person and a better priest because 
of them.”    

Father Ben Markwell Father Andre WellerFather Nicholas WidhammerFather John SamsaFather Robert Kose

Prayer is the cornerstone of Capuchin community life, 
drawing each friar into a closer relationship with God 
and a closer relationship with his brothers in  
community.  

Morning and Evening Prayer and the celebration of the 
Eucharist are staples of Capuchin community prayer.

- capuchinfranciscans.org

“
”
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By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Creating an 
Amazonian-rite liturgy and new minis-
tries for laypeople, including the ordi-
nation of women deacons, are some of 
the recurring proposals made by small 
groups at the Synod of Bishops for the 
Amazon.

Such proposals, one group said, 
would increase as well as transform 
the Catholic Church’s presence in the 
Amazon, turning it from one of tran-
sience to one of permanence.

The group identified as Spanish-B 
noted differences of opinion. Some 
synod members, it said, proposed ask-
ing the pope for the “the possibility of 
conferring the priesthood on married 
men in the Amazon on an exceptional 
basis, under specific circumstances 
and for certain specific peoples, clearly 
establishing the reasons that justify it.”

However, the report continued, 
other members felt the topic should be 
dealt with in-depth at a synod specifi-

cally on the topic.
The 12 small-group reports, pub-

lished by the Vatican Oct. 18, were the 

result of reflections in groups orga-
nized by language; each group summa-
rized their members’ conclusions and 
offered proposals for the whole synod.

Most of the groups cited the pres-
ence of women as a “decisive factor 
in the life and mission of the church 
in the Amazon,” and one that must 
be recognized officially. Four of the 
groups explicitly called for the ordi-
nation of women deacons and three 
others said the church should study the 
possibility.

Recalling that the Second Vati-
can Council restored the permanent 
diaconate for men because “it was 
good and valuable to the church, we 
believe that the same argument is valid 
to create a diaconate for women in the 
church in the Amazon,” the  
Portuguese-B group said.

The Portuguese-C group, however, 
said the ordination of women deacons 
and of married viri probati, or men of 
proven virtue, “requires further devel-
opment and study.”

One Italian group proposed that 
new, official ministries - such as “com-
munity coordinator” - be created for 
men and women in line with St. Paul 
VI’s document on ministries, Ministe-
ria Quaedam (“Some Ministries”).

The document, which was promul-

gated in 1972, reordered what were 
known as “minor orders” in the Catho-
lic Church. The document opened 
the way for laypeople to be installed 
officially as lectors and acolytes, and it 
called for the institution of new minis-
tries that might meet “modern needs.”

While some groups supported a pro-
posal to confer priestly ordination on 
older married men so that more remote 
communities can have access to the 
sacraments, others expressed reserva-
tions or were divided on the issue.

One Italian group report said the 
idea of ordaining married men “could 
diminish the value of celibacy” or 
lessen the commitment of priests giv-
ing all for the mission. That group also 
suggested that a “universal synod” be 
held on the topic to receive the opinion 
of the whole church.

It is important to maintain the 
church’s missionary mandate and its 
zeal for promoting and strengthening 
vocations, the group added, urging 
bishops’ conferences around the world 
to support projects in the Amazon and 
send missionaries there, “even those 
who currently serve as priests in the 
north.”  

Several working groups also sup-
ported the creation of an Amazonian-
rite liturgy, which would incorporate 
symbols and gestures familiar to 
indigenous people while maintaining 
the essential elements of the Eucharist.

The Italian-B group, moderated by 
Cardinal Luis F. Ladaria Ferrer, prefect 
of the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, supported the creation of 
an “Amazonian Rite,” which would 
express the “liturgical, theological, 
disciplinary and spiritual” aspects that 
are part of the heritage of the people of 
the Amazon.

“There are about 23 different rites in 
the Catholic Church - an evident sign 
of a tradition that from the first centu-
ries tried to inculturate the contents of 
faith and their celebration through a 
language that would be the most con-
gruent possible with the mystery being 
expressed,” the group said in its report.

The rite also would enrich evangeli-
zation efforts, it said, by expressing the 

Synod groups offer Amazon rite, new ministries

Catholic Outlook photo by CNS/Vatican Media

Members, observers and experts at the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon meet in 
a small working group Oct. 10 in the Vatican synod hall. The small group reports, 
released Oct. 18, pledged the Church’s support for the rights of indigenous people 
and a renewed commitment to safeguarding creation. Some groups also proposed the 
ordination of some married men to the priesthood and the development of official 
ministries for women in the Church, possibly including the diaconate.

Most of the groups cited the presence of women as a 
“decisive factor in the life and mission of the church in 

the Amazon,” and one that must be recognized officially. 

See SYNOD on page 13
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By BARBARA J. FRASER 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — As tropical forests fall 
victim to loggers, miners and ranchers, the 
Catholic Church must take sides to defend the 
Amazon region and its people, said a bishop 
whose Bolivian diocese has been ravaged by fire 
this year.

“Just like we had a preferential option for the 
poor, this is a preferential option for the Ama-
zon,” Bishop Robert H. Flock of San Ignacio de 
Velasco told Catholic News Service. The bishop, 
a Wisconsin native, is participating in the Synod 
of Bishops for the Amazon being held at the 
Vatican Oct. 6-27.

Between July and October, an area the size 
of South Carolina burned in his diocese in the 
northern Bolivian lowlands known as the Chiq-
uitana region. That was nearly one-sixth of the 

entire diocese.
Villagers lost homes and crops, and at least 

three firefighters died battling the blazes.
Farmers and ranchers set fire to their fields ev-

ery year to clear land and kill insect pests, but this 
year was worse than most because of a prolonged 

drought and climate change, Bishop Flock said.
Government policies to promote expansion of 

ranch land to increase beef production, combined 
with a national government decree authorizing 
controlled burning, contributed to the crisis.

The state of Santa Cruz, which includes the 

San Ignacio diocese, declared a state of emer-
gency in August, but it was not until rains arrived 
during the first week of October that the fires 
finally smoldered out.

Indigenous people from San Ignacio de Velas-
co arrived Oct. 16 in the city of Santa Cruz, the 
state capital, after a monthlong protest march. 
Angered by the slow official response to the fires, 
they demanded that the government rescind the 
controlled-burning decree. They also called for 
agricultural assistance and public services like 
electricity.

The fierce fire season, especially in Bolivia and 
Brazil, came on top of steady destruction of the 
forest to make way for industrial-scale agriculture 
and cattle ranching. Those practices make wild-
fires more likely.

“Deforestation means less humidity, less hu-
midity means drier conditions, and drier condi-
tions mean more fires,” Bishop Flock said. 

SYNOD continued from page 12

Church called to ‘preferential option for the Amazon’

Many people struggle to escape the effects of 
some form of trauma and the potential challenges 
it creates. According to the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAM-
HSA), “Individual trauma results from an event, 
series of events, or set of circumstances that is 
experienced by an individual as physically or 
emotionally harmful or life threatening and that 
has lasting adverse effects on the individual’s 
functioning and mental, physical, social, emo-
tional, or spiritual well-being.”

In a 2013 World Health Organization study 
of 21 countries, “More than 10% of respondents 
reported witnessing violence (21.8%) or experi-
encing interpersonal violence (18.8%), accidents 
(17.7%), exposure to war (16.2%) or trauma to 
a loved one (12.5%). An estimated 3.6% of the 
world’s population has suffered from post-traumat-
ic stress disorder (PTSD) in the previous year.”

Further examples of trauma may include the 
following: involvement in an abusive relation-
ship, a difficult divorce, a natural disaster, a car 
accident, witnessing a horrible crime; or the expe-
riences of first responders, veterans or victims of 

childhood abuse. The impact of those memories 
can last for a lifetime. 

The three main types of trauma are acute, 
chronic and complex.

- Acute trauma results from a single incident.
- Chronic trauma is repeated and prolonged, 

such as domestic violence or abuse.
- Complex trauma is exposure to varied and 

multiple traumatic events, often of an invasive, 
interpersonal nature.

Studies have shown that children who experi-
ence repeated and severe abuse struggle to com-
plete normal developmental tasks. 

In a 2018 article published by the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation, 22% of children in the United 
States — more than 15.6 million children — have 
had two or more adverse experiences, according 
to the latest results from the National Survey of 
Children’s Health (NSCH).

The term “adverse childhood experiences” is 
defined as several potentially traumatic events, 
including sexual, physical or emotional abuse 
and exposure to hardships like divorce or parental 
incarceration. These events can have negative and 
lasting effects on a child’s well-being and have 
been linked to increased risks of obesity, alcohol-
ism and depression.

Additionally, the NSCH article indicated 
children living in the South and Southwest are 
more likely to have multiple adverse experiences, 
compared to their peers in other parts of the coun-
try. The rate is highest in Arizona, where 31% of 
children have two or more adverse experiences. 

Research has documented that traumatic events 
can affect how a child’s brain develops and the 
more adverse childhood experiences a person has, 
the higher the risk of health and wellness issues 
later in life. 

There are no quick fixes in dealing with trauma 
and it is never to late to ask for help. 

Celaya-Alston can be reached by email at 
rcalston@diocesetucson.org.

OUR CALL TO PROTECT
Dr. Rosemary Celaya-Alston, M.A., Ed.D

The effects of trauma are widespread and long-term

faith according to the different charac-
teristics of each culture.

Synod groups also reflected on the 
struggles that indigenous communi-
ties in the Amazon face, including the 
steady rise of violence against women 
and young people, especially sexual 
exploitation, institutionalized violence 
and drug trafficking.

“Faced with this reality of blood, the 

church proposes to encourage report-
ing allegations by giving support to 
women,” the Portuguese-A group said. 
It also proposed the church be included 
in creating public policy and “a human 
rights observatory” in the Amazon.

Most groups also proposed that the 
church be more involved in efforts to 
curb climate change.

The Spanish-A group highlighted 
the need for an “integral ecological 
conversion” that “leads the church to 

take on its prophetic role in denounc-
ing injustices against indigenous com-
munities and the destruction of parts of 
the Amazonian territories.”

However, the combined English 
and French group said that while the 
church must be prophetic in calling 
out governments and institutions that 
destroy indigenous communities and 
the environment, it also must not forget 
its first calling.

“We are not Greenpeace; we are the 

church,” the report said. “Our task is to 
bring Jesus our savior to the people.”

“We do this,” the group said, “by 
being with the people, listening to 
them, healing their wounds, expelling 
demons, giving witness to the power 
of Jesus’ salvation, sowing and sharing 
the word of life.”

Contributing to this story was Carol 
Glatz at the Vatican.

“Just like we had a preferential 
option for the poor, this is a 
preferential option for the 

Amazon,” said Bishop Robert H. 
Flock of San Ignacio de Velasco, a 

Wisconsin native.
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Sixth in a series

In the November 2018 pastoral 
letter against racism, “Open Wide 
Our Hearts,” the US bishops urge 
all Catholics to acknowledge “the 
scourge of racism” that still exists 
in our hearts, words, actions and 
institutions. Racism can be indi-
vidual, when persons fail to rec-
ognize certain groups as created 
in the image of God and equal 
in dignity, or it can be systemic, 
where practices or policies treat 
certain groups of people unjustly. 
The Native American experience 
offers a particular illustration of 
racism in history and today. 

When Europeans arrived on 
the shores of this country, they 
were often blind to the dignity 
of indigenous peoples. Colonial 
and later US policies toward Na-
tive American communities were 
often violent, paternalistic and 
directed toward the theft of Native 
American land. Native Americans 
were killed, imprisoned, sold into 
slavery and raped. These policies 
decimated entire communities and 
brought about tragic death. 

The results were massive forced 
relocations of people, as endured 
by the Cherokee people on the 
“Trail of Tears” and of the Navajo 
in the “Long Walk.” Thousands 
of men, women and children died 
during those forced removals. 
Schools and orphanages began 
“Americanizing” Native children 
by forcing them to abandon all 

facets of their culture, including 
their native languages. The devas-
tation caused by national policies 
of expansion and manifest des-
tiny, fueled by racist attitudes, led 
to the near eradication of Native 
American peoples and their cul-
tures. 

The effects of this evil remain 
visible in the great difficulties 
experienced by Native Ameri-
can communities today. Poverty, 
unemployment, inadequate health 

care, poor schools, the exploitation 
of natural resources and disputes 
over land ownership in Native 
American communities are the 
legacy of these evils. 

In the 1990 pastoral letter, 
“Heritage and Hope: Evangeliza-
tion in the United States,” the US 
bishops wrote, “As Church, we 
often have been unconscious and 
insensitive to the mistreatment of 
our Native American brothers and 
sisters and have at times reflected 

the racism of the dominant culture 
of which we have been a part.” 
All Catholics are called to give 
renewed attention to historical and 
present injustices resulting from 
racism against Native Americans, 
better integrate the needs and 
contributions of Native Catholics, 
and work for greater justice for the 
descendants of the first Americans.

For more information: 
• USCCB Subcommittee on Na-

tive American Affairs (usccb.org/
issues-and-action/cultural-diversi-
ty/native-american/index.cfm) 

• “Native American Catho-
lics at the Millennium,” Ad Hoc 
Committee on Native American 
Catholics, 2003 (usccb.org/issues-
and-action/cultural-diversity/
native-american/resources/upload/
NA-Catholics-Millennium.pdf) 

• “1992: A Time for Remem-
bering, Reconciling, and Recom-
mitting Ourselves as a People: 
Pastoral Reflections on the Fifth 
Centenary and Native American 
People,” National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, 1991 (usccb.
org/issues-and-action/cultural-di-
versity/native-american/resources/
upload/a-time-for-remembering.
pdf)

• Native American Protocols, 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles (la-
archdiocese.org/gov/Documents/
PROTOCOLS%20FINAL%20AP-
PROVED.pdf)

• Black and Indian Mission Of-
fice (blackandindianmission.org)

Pray with St. John Paul II 

“Lord God, our Father, you created the human being, 
man and woman, in your image and likeness, and 

you willed the diversity of peoples within the unity 
of the human family. At times, however, the equality 

of your sons and daughters has not been acknowl-
edged, and Christians have been guilty of attitudes 

of rejection and exclusion, consenting to acts of 
discrimination on the basis of racial and ethnic dif-

ference. Forgive us and grant us the grace to heal the 
wounds still present in your community on account 
of sin, so that we will all feel ourselves to be your 

sons and daughters.” 

(Universal Prayer on the Day of Pardon)

Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights 
reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without altera-
tion for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and 
include this notice. All photos © iStock Photo. Models used for illustrative 

purposes. This resource and many others are available at usccb.org/racism. 

Prayer from Pope John Paul II, Universal Prayer, March 12, 2000, copy-
right © 2000, Libreria Editrice Vaticana (LEV), Vatican City. Used with 

permission. All rights reserved.

“We ask the Catholic community to join us in seeking 
new understanding and awareness of their situation 
and in committing our Church to new advocacy and 
action with our Native American brothers and sisters 
on issues of social justice and pastoral life which 
touch their lives.” 
- US bishops, 1992, “A Time for Remembering, Recon-
ciling and Recommitting Ourselves as a People”

Racism and the Native American experience
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Este es el sexto artículo de una 
serie de ocho

En la Carta pastoral contra el 
racismEn la Carta pastoral contra 
el racismo de noviembre de 2018, 
“Abramos nuestros corazones”, la 
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos 
de los Estados Unidos instó a todos 
los católicos a reconocer “el flagelo 
del racismo” que todavía existe en 
nuestros corazones, palabras, ac-
ciones e instituciones. El racismo se 
basa en negarse a reconocer la digni-
dad humana de personas de una raza 
diferente. No refleja la vida interior 
de Dios - la unidad triuna de tres en 
uno— que estamos llamados a imitar. 
El racismo se manifiesta en acciones 
pecaminosas individuales, que con-
tribuyen a estructuras de pecado que 
perpetúan la división y la desigual-
dad. La experiencia de los nativos 
americanos ofrece una ilustración 
particular del racismo en la historia y 
en la actualidad. 

Cuando los europeos llegaron a las 
costas de este país, a menudo estaban 
ciegos a la dignidad de los pueblos 
indígenas. Las políticas coloniales 
y posteriores de los Estados Unidos 
hacia las comunidades de nativos 
americanos a menudo eran violentas, 
paternalistas y estaban dirigidas al 
robo de tierras de los nativos ameri-
canos. Los nativos americanos eran 
asesinados, encarcelados, vendidos 
como esclavos y violados. Estas 
políticas diezmaron comunidades en-
teras y provocaron muertes trágicas. 

Los resultados fueron reubica-
ciones forzosas masivas de pueblos 
como las soportadas por los chero-

quis en el “Sendero de las Lágrimas” 
y los navajos en la “Larga Marcha”. 
Miles de hombres, mujeres y niños 
murieron durante esos retiros forzo-
sos. Escuelas y orfanatos comenzaron 
a “americanizar” a los niños nativos 
obligándolos a abandonar todas las 
facetas de su cultura, incluidas sus 
lenguas nativas. 

La devastación causada por las 
políticas nacionales de expansión 
y destino manifiesto, alimentadas 
por actitudes racistas, llevó a la casi 
erradicación de los pueblos nativos 
americanos y sus culturas.

Los efectos de este mal siguen 
siendo visibles en las grandes difi-

cultades experimentadas hoy por las 
comunidades nativas americanas. 
Pobreza, desempleo, atención médica 
inadecuada, escuelas deficientes, 
explotación de recursos naturales y 
disputas por la propiedad de la tierra 
en las comunidades nativas america-
nas son el legado de estos males en la 
actualidad. 

En “Herencia y esperanza: La 
evangelización en los Estados Uni-
dos” (Carta pastoral de la NCCB, 
1990), los obispos católicos de los 
Estados Unidos escribieron: “Como 
Iglesia, a menudo hemos sido in-
conscientes e insensibles al maltrato 
de nuestros hermanos y hermanas 

nativos americanos y en ocasiones 
hemos reflejado el racismo de la 
cultura dominante de la que hemos 
sido parte”. Todos los católicos están 
llamados a prestar renovada atención 
a las injusticias históricas y presentes 
que se derivan del racismo contra los 
nativos americanos, a integrar mejor 
las necesidades y contribuciones de 
los católicos nativos, y a trabajar por 
una mayor justicia para los descendi-
entes de los primeros americanos.

Para más información: 
• Subcomité de Asuntos Nativos 

Americanos de la USSCB (usccb.
org/issues-and-action/cultural-di-
versity/native-american/index.cfm) 

• “Los católicos nativos ameri-
canos en el Milenio”, Comité 
Ad Hoc sobre Católicos Nativos 
Americanos, 2003 (usccb.org/
issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/
native-american/resources/upload/
NA-Catholics-Millennium.pdf)  

• “1992: Un tiempo para re-
cordar, reconciliarnos y volver a 
comprometernos como pueblo: 
Reflexiones pastorales sobre el 
V Centenario y el pueblo nativo 
americano”, Conferencia Nacional 
de Obispos Católicos, 1991 (usccb.
org/issues-and-action/cultural-di-
versity/native-american/resources/
upload/a-time-for-remembering.
pdf) 

• “Protocolos para con los nati-
vos americanos”, Arquidiócesis de 
Los Ángeles (la-archdiocese.org/
gov/Documents/PROTOCOLS%20
FINAL%20APPROVED.pdf)

• Oficina de Misiones Negras e 
Indias (blackandindianmission.org)

“Pedimos a la comunidad católica que se una a no-
sotros para buscar una nueva comprensión y conciencia 
de su situación y para comprometer a nuestra Iglesia a 
una nueva promoción y acción con nuestros hermanos 
y hermanas nativos americanos en cuestiones de justi-
cia social y vida pastoral que tocan su vida”. 

– Obispos de los EE.UU., “1992: Un tiempo para re-
cordar, reconciliarnos y volver a comprometernos como 
pueblo”

Oremos con San Juan Pablo II 

“Señor Dios, Padre nuestro, tú has creado al 
ser humano, hombre y mujer, a tu imagen y 
semejanza y has querido la diversidad de los 
pueblos en la unidad de la familia humana; 

sin embargo, a veces, la igualdad de tus hijos 
no ha sido reconocida, y los cristianos se han 

hecho culpables de actitudes de marginación 
y exclusión, permitiendo las discriminaciones 

a causa de la diversidad de raza o de etnia. 
Perdónanos y concédenos la gracia de poder 

curar las heridas todavía presentes en tu 
comunidad a causa del pecado, de modo que 

todos podamos sentirnos hijos tuyos”.  
(Oración universal en la Jornada del Perdón)

 
Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Todos los 

derechos reservados. Este texto puede reproducirse en su totalidad o en parte 
sin alteración para uso educativo sin fines de lucro, siempre que dichas reim-
presiones no se vendan e incluyan este aviso. Todas las fotos © iStock Photo. 

Modelos utilizados con fines ilustrativos. 

 
Este recurso y muchos otros están disponibles en usccb.org/racism. 

Oración tomada de Papa Juan Pablo II, Oración universal, 12 de marzo de 2000, 
copyright © 2000, Libreria Editrice Vaticana (LEV), Ciudad del Vaticano. Utilizada 

con permiso.  Todos los derechos reservados.

 El racismo y la experiencia de los nativos americanos
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Grupos sinodales proponen rito amazónico, nuevos ministerios para mujeres
Por JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — Crear una 
liturgia de rito amazónico y nuevos ministerios 
para laicos, incluyendo la ordenación de dia-
conisas, son algunas de las recurrentes propues-
tas que emergieron de los grupos menores en el 
Sínodo de los Obispos sobre la Amazonia.

Tales propuestas, según uno de los grupos, 
incrementaría al igual que transformaría la 
presencia de la Iglesia Católica en la Amazonia, 
dejando de ser transitoria para hacerla perman-
ente.

El grupo identificado como Español-B men-
cionó diferencias de opinión. Dijo que algunos 
participantes del sínodo propusieron solicitarle 
al papa “la posibilidad de concederle el sacer-
docio a hombres casados en la Amazonia con 
carácter excepcional, en circunstancias espe-
cíficas y para ciertas personas en particular, 
estableciendo claramente las razones que lo 
justifican”.

Sin embargo, continuó el reporte, otros par-
ticipantes sintieron que el tema debe ser tratado 
en profundidad en un sínodo específicamente 
sobre este asunto.

Los reportes del grupo interno de 12 miem-
bros, publicados por el Vaticano el 18 de oc-
tubre, fueron el resultado de reflexiones gru-
pales organizadas según el idioma. Cada grupo 
resumió las conclusiones de sus integrantes y 
ofreció propuestas para el sínodo.

La mayoría de los grupos mencionaron la 
presencia de mujeres como “un factor decisivo 
en la vida y misión de la iglesia en la Amazo-
nia”, y el cual debe ser oficialmente reconocido. 
Cuatro de los grupos pidieron explícitamente 
la ordenación de diaconisas y otros tres dijeron 

que la iglesia debe estudiar esa posibilidad.
Recordando que el Concilio Vaticano Se-

gundo restableció el diaconado permanente 
para hombres porque “era bueno y valioso para 
la iglesia, creemos que el mismo argumento es 
válido para crear un diaconado para mujeres 
en la iglesia en la Amazonia”, dijo el grupo 
Portugués-B.

El grupo portugués-C, sin embargo, dijo que 
la ordenación de diaconisas y de casados viri 

probati, u hombres de probada virtud, “requiere 
más desarrollo y estudio”.

Un grupo italiano propuso que los nuevos 
ministerios oficiales - tales como “coordinador 
de la comunidad” - sean creados tanto para 
hombres como mujeres a tono con el documen-
to de san Pablo VI sobre ministerios: Ministeria 
Quaedam (“Algunos Ministerios”).

El documento, que fue promulgado en 
1972, reordenó que se dieran a conocer como 
“órdenes menores” en la Iglesia Católica. El 
mismo abrió la posibilidad para que los laicos 

se desempeñen oficialmente en funciones como 
lectores y acólitos, y pidió que se establezcan 
nuevos ministerios que puedan suplir “las nece-
sidades modernas”.

Mientras algunos grupos respaldaron una 
propuesta de conferirle la ordenación sacerdotal 
a hombres mayores casados, de modo que las 
comunidades más remotas puedan tener acceso 
a los sacramentos, otros expresaron reservas o 
tenían posiciones divididas en cuanto al tema.

Un informe de un grupo italiano dijo que la 
idea de ordenar a hombres casados “podría dis-
minuir el valor del celibato” o reducir el com-
promiso de los sacerdotes de darlo todo por la 
misión. Ese grupo también sugirió que se lleve 
a cabo “un sínodo universal” sobre el tópico 
para recibir la opinión de toda la iglesia.

Es importante mantener el mandato mis-
ionero de la iglesia y su fervor por promover 
y fortalecer las vocaciones - agregó el grupo 
- instando a las conferencias episcopales del 
mundo a apoyar los proyectos en la Amazo-
nia y enviar misioneros allí, “incluso aquellos 
que actualmente sirven como sacerdotes en el 
norte”.  

Varios grupos de trabajo también estuvi-
eron de acuerdo en que se cree una liturgia de 
rito-amazónico, la cual incorporaría símbolos 
y gestos propios de los pueblos indígenas a la 
vez que mantendría los elementos esenciales de 
la eucaristía. Roban y tiran a un rio en Roma 
estatuas usadas durante sínodo.

Tales propuestas, según uno de 
los grupos, incrementaría al igual 
que transformaría la presencia de 
la Iglesia Católica en la Amazonia, 

dejando de ser transitoria para 
hacerla permanente.

Foto CNS-Vatican Media

Miembros, observadores y expertos del Sínodo de los Obispos para la Amazonía se reúnen en un pequeño grupo de 
trabajo el 10 de octubre, en la sala del sínodo del Vaticano. Los informes de grupos pequeños, publicados el 18 de 
octubre, prometieron el apoyo de la iglesia a los derechos de los pueblos indígenas y un compromiso renovado para 
salvaguardar la creación. Algunos grupos también propusieron la ordenación de algunos hombres casados al sacerdo-
cio y el desarrollo de ministerios oficiales para mujeres en la iglesia, posiblemente incluyendo el diaconado.

Foto CNS por Barbara J. Fraser

Anitalia Pijachi, del grupo indígena Ocaina Huitoto de 
Colombia y observadora en el Sínodo de los Obispos 
para la Amazonia, aparece en la foto del 11 de octubre, 
cerca del Vaticano. Ella dijo que decidió participar en el 
sínodo para llevar un mensaje de las personas mayores 
de su pueblo a una persona mayor de la Iglesia Católica, 
el papa Francisco.
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El trauma tiene efectos de gran alcance y a largo plazo
Hay muchas personas agobiadas por los efectos 

de eventos traumáticos y por las dificultades que 
estos pueden generar. Según la Administración de 
Servicios para la Salud Mental y el Abuso de Sus-
tancias (SAMHSA), “Un trauma es el resultado de 
un suceso o de una serie de sucesos o circunstan-
cias que perjudican a una persona física o emo-
cionalmente, o ponen en peligro su vida, y tienen 
efectos duraderos adversos en su bienestar funcio-
nal, mental, físico, social, emocional o espiritual.

En un estudio de la Organización Mundial de 
la Salud llevado a cabo en 21 países, más del 10% 
de los encuestados declararon que habían sido 
testigos de actos de violencia (21,8%) o habían 
sufrido violencia interpersonal (18,8%), accidentes 
(17,7%), exposición a conflictos bélicos (16,2) o 
eventos traumáticos relacionados con seres queri-
dos (12,5%). Se estima en el estudio que un 3,6% 
de la población mundial ha sufrido un trastorno de 
estrés postraumático (TEPT) en el último año.

Otros ejemplos de trauma incluyen el estar 
en una relación abusiva, un divorcio difícil, una 
catástrofe natural, un accidente de tránsito, haber 
presenciado un crimen horrendo, y las vivencias de 
personal médico de emergencia, excombatientes 
o víctimas de abuso infantil. El impacto de esos 

recuerdos puede durar toda la vida. 
Los tres tipos principales de trauma son: agudo, 

crónico y complejo
- El trauma agudo es resultado de un evento 

único.
- El trauma crónico se repite y es prolongado, 

como en el abuso o violencia doméstica.
- El trauma complejo es la exposición a una 

variedad de eventos traumáticos múltiples, por lo 
general de índole invasiva e interpersonal.

Varios estudios han demostrado que los niños 
expuestos a abuso reiterado y grave tienen dificul-
tades para realizar tareas normales para su etapa de 
desarrollo. 

Un artículo publicado en 2018 por la Fundación 
Annie E. Casey, revela que el 22% de los niños 
de Estados Unidos —más de 15,6 millones— han 
tenido dos o más experiencias adversas, según los 
resultados más recientes de la Encuesta Nacional 
de la Salud Infantil (NSCH).

El término “experiencias infantiles adver-

sas” comprende varios eventos potencialmente 
traumáticos que incluyen el abuso sexual, físico o 
emocional y la exposición a situaciones de inesta-
bilidad familiar como el divorcio o el encarcela-
miento de los padres. Estos eventos pueden tener 
efectos prolongados en el bienestar de un niño y 
se ha establecido su relación con un aumento del 
riesgo de obesidad, alcoholismo y depresión.

Además, el artículo de la NSCH indica que los 
niños residentes de las zonas sur y suroeste del 
país tienen más probabilidades de verse expuestos 
a varias experiencias adversas que los niños de su 
misma edad de otras regiones. La tasa más alta es 
la de Arizona, donde el 31% de los niños sufren 
dos o más experiencias adversas. 

Hay interés creciente en el estudio del trauma; y 
los profesionales de la salud esperan lograr un en-
tendimiento más profundo de la interacción de las 
fuerzas emocionales, cognitivas, sociales y biológi-
cas que intervienen en el desarrollo humano. 

No hay soluciones rápidas para tratar el trauma. 
Se necesitan métodos que no dependan de fárma-
cos y en cambio ofrezcan estrategias de afronta-
miento mediante la intervención de consejeros, 
grupos de apoyo, e incluso talleres y conferencias 
para los sobrevivientes de traumas. 

Foto CNS por Paul Haring 

Una estatua de madera representando la vida dada por Dios aparece en la iglesia de 
Santa María en Traspontina, cerca del Vaticano, en un servicio de oración durante el 
Sínodo de los Obispos para la Amazonía en Roma el 18 de octubre de 2019. Dos co-
pias de la estatua fueron robadas de la iglesia y arrojadas al río Tíber el 21 de octubre. 

NUESTRO LLAMADO 
A PROTEJER

Dr. Rosemary Celaya-Alston, M.A., Ed.D

Por CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

ROMA — Dos hombres entraron 
a una iglesia católica cerca del 
Vaticano el 21 de octubre y robaron 
copias de una estatua de una mu-
jer embarazada que había sido la 
pieza central en varios servicios de 
oración conectados con el Sínodo de 
los Obispos para la Amazonía.

En un video compartido con 
blogueros y agencias de medios 
católicos que se han quejado de que 
la estatua es un símbolo pagano, dos 
hombres pusieron las estatuas en la 
barandilla de un puente sobre el rio 
Tíber, y las tiraron en el rio, mirán-
dolas flotar en la corriente.

Las estatuas de una mujer em-
barazada arrodillada “representaban 
la vida, la fertilidad, la Madre Tierra”, 
dijo el 21 de octubre a los reporteros 
Paolo Ruffini, prefecto del Dicasterio 
para la Comunicación.

El robar las estatuas y tirarlas al 
río, dijo, “es un gesto que va contra 
el espíritu del diálogo”.

“No sé qué decir aparte de que 
fue un robo, y quizá eso habla por sí 
mismo”, dijo Ruffini. La policía está 
investigando el robo.

Las estatuas se habían colocado 

en varios altares laterales de la 
iglesia de Santa María en Traspon-
tina donde se habían llevado a cabo 
diariamente los servicios de oración 
conectados con el sínodo desde que 
comenzara la reunión a comienzos 
de octubre.

Las estatuas estuvieron presentes 
el 4 de octubre, cuando el papa Fran-
cisco sembró un árbol en los jardines 
vaticanos y encomendó el sínodo a 
san Francisco de Asís. Se utilizaron 
otra vez el 7 de octubre durante una 
oración y procesión desde la Basí-
lica de San Pedro al aula sinodal del 
Vaticano y en la mañana del 19 de 
octubre cuando los miembros del 
sínodo y quienes apoyaban partic-
iparon en el Vía Crucis en la calle 
principal que lleva a la Plaza de San 
Pedro.  

El video del robo y la noticia se 
propagó rápidamente en Twitter. 
Taylor Marshall, autor del libro: 
“Infiltration: The Plot to Destroy the 
Church from Within” (Infiltración: 
el plan para destruir la iglesia 
desde dentro), y crítico frecuente 
del uso de la estatua, anunció a sus 
seguidores en Twitter, “con gran 
alegría” que las imágenes habían 
sido arrojadas al río, “como acto de 

obediencia a nuestro Señor y Sal-
vador Jesucristo, y en reparación a 
su Sagrado Corazón, herido por el 
pecado”.

Sin embargo, otros expresaron 
rechazo ante el robo y la destrucción 
de las estatuas.

La autora católica Dawn Eden 
Goldstein dijo en Twitter: “Un cri-

men repugnante. La estatua estaba 
en la iglesia para representar la vida 
dada por Dios. Las iglesias católicas 
están llenas de imágenes alegóricas: 
pelícanos, águilas, peces, representa-
ciones humanas de las virtudes. Y sin 
embargo, cuando los católicos de la 
Amazonía designan una imagen para 
representar su fe, son ‘paganos’ ”.

Roban y tiran a un rio en Roma estatuas usadas durante sínodo
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Vivir una vida de bondad es señal de oración auténtica y sana
Parte de una serie continua

Por MICHAEL BROWN
Director Editorial

La bondad y la compasión son 
los signos de una vida de oración 
auténtica y sana, dijo el padre re-
dentorista Paul Coury, ex director 
del Centro de Renovación Reden-
torista.

“Es lo que dijo Jesús’’, reiteró el 
padre Coury. “Son las señales del 
amor, la compasión y el perdón. La 
compasión los identifica. ¿Son ust-
edes más compasivos? ¿Se sienten 
más compasivos? ¿Nadan en un río 
de bondad?”

“Si sienten que son más bon-
dadosos, más compasivos, en-
tonces, sí, creo que la presencia 
silenciosa de Dios está surtiendo 
efecto”, añadió el padre Coury 
hablando de cómo se manifiesta en 
nuestra vida el efecto de las ora-
ciones.

No se trata solamente de ser 
bondadosos con nuestros famili-
ares y amigos. Esto se aplica igual-
mente a desconocidos y a gente 
que no nos gusta, dijo.

“No griten cuando van manejan-
do. No le griten a la cajera porque 
es muy lenta. La persona que les 
está embolsando la compra podría 
ser autista, sean compasivos. Ten-

gan paciencia con estas personas”.
A medida que la gente autén-

ticamente se acerca más a Dios 
mediante la oración, tienden a 
formar hábitos y actitudes que 
los ayudan a ser más bondadosos, 
dijo el padre Coury. “Háganse de 
una costumbre que los lleve a ser 
intencionalmente más bondadosos 
la próxima vez que lleguen a casa 
y vean a su cónyuge. Díganle unas 
palabras amables”.

“Sean intencionalmente bon-
dadosos”, añadió. “Creo que esa 
es la clave: bondad y compasión. 
Jesús dijo, “Este es mi man-
damiento para ustedes: Ámense los 
unos a los otros. Den la vida por su 
prójimo”.

A veces, la cultura popular 
nos recuerda la importancia de la 
bondad y la compasión, señaló. 
“Charlie Brown dijo: ‘El propósito 
de la vida es hacer feliz a otro’, me 
gusta eso, ‘Hacer feliz a otro’”.

El padre Coury mencionó el si-
tio web Gratefulness.org, facilitado 
por el hermano benedictino David 
Steindl-Rast. “Él habla acerca de 
ser agradecido; agradecido por el 
agua que se puede beber y no es 
veneno, agradecido por la luz del 
sol, agradecido por las nubes”, 
dijo. “Ser agradecidos por la son-
risa de la gente… en verdad, es 
una hermosa manera de mostrar 

agradecimiento a lo largo del día”.
La gente puede estar muy in-

volucrada en la oración y creer 
que tienen una relación sólida con 
Dios, pero luego sus acciones dan 
lugar a dudas, dijo. El padre Coury 
mencionó una conversación que 
tuvo la primavera pasada con una 
mujer que periódicamente asiste 
a la Misa en la Iglesia de Nuestra 
Señora del Desierto, ubicada en el 
Centro Redentorista. 

“A la salida de la Misa me dice: 
‘Me voy para Wisconsin, padre’, 
a lo que yo respondo, ‘Bueno, que 
tenga buen viaje. Nos vemos en el 
otoño’. Ella continúa: ‘Sí, re-
gresaré en el otoño. Mientras tanto, 
hay un par de cosas’, dice. ¿De qué 
se trata?, le pregunto yo”.

“Quiero que pongan el santuario 
del Perpetuo Socorro donde estaba 
antes, y no me gusta dónde han 
puesto el tabernáculo”.

“Bien; antes de irse, ¿tiene algo 
más que decir? ¿Alguna palabra 
amable?”, respondo.

Ahora que el diálogo en la igle-
sia se ha vuelto más polarizado, ser 
amable puede ser difícil, añadió.

“Jesús dijo: ‘Sean compasi-
vos como Dios’”, señaló el pa-
dre Coury. “¿Qué significa eso? 
Significa ‘Sean amables con la 
gente’”.
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